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foreword

F———rr e e e e e - —

Most urban dwellers yearn for the untainted views of nature. However,
amidst the scenes of blossoming flowers, chirping birds and fluttering
butterflies, people tend to ignore creatures that are small and low-profile in their

existence.

Strolling in the suburb, it will not take long before one notices those
patches of vibrantly green bryophytes on the surfaces of damp soil or stone
walls, though they are far from eye-catching at first sight. Under a magnifying
glass or camera lens, however, bryophytes never fail to impress a careful

observer with their multifaceted and dazzling beauty.

Tiny in size and green in appearance, bryophytes appear low-class and
insignificant. So much so that people tend to know little about them. In fact,
bryophytes are the second largest group in the plant world, with far-and-wide
geographical distribution, vital roles in ecosystems, and various uses to humans.
They are the world’s earliest plants to have shifted from an aquatic to a terrestrial

existence, which made them distinctive in their own right in the plant world.

In order to introduce our citizens to this tiny but significant natural
resource, the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau co-conducts with the Shenzhen
Fairylake Botanical Garden a research project entitled Bryophytes Diversity in
Macao, as well as publishes this pop-science book on bryophytes. The book
features lucid texts and colourful, well-crafted pictures that let its readers into
the world of bryophytes. Readers will not only be able to indulge in the natural
beauty reproduced in the book, but also derive impetus and drive to observe,

care for, and protect Mother Nature.

At the time when this book goes to the press, | would like to extend our
heart-felt thanks on behalf of the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau to our fellow
workers who have done their bit in preparing this book for publication, as well as

to those who have shown concern about ecosystems on our planet.

Tam Vai Man
Chairman of the Administration Committee

Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau
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