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To Students

Welcome to use this series. Before you get serious about learning Chinese
characters, maybe you have heard that they are too difficult for you to master.
Or, you may have been very curious about Chinese characters and eager to know
more about these ancient but still active characters. No matter what you are
thinking about, we are sure that this series can help you.

In this series, you will learn:

1. More than 600 basic Chinese characters. They are the most common ones
from which lots of phrases are derived. These basic characters can help you read
simple passages with ease.

2. How to write characters, the basic strokes and the stroke order. Though
this book only requires you to write more than 200 characters independently, it
helps you analyze how to write the common characters. You can write any char-
acter you need to write using rules introduced in this series.

3. The basic knowledge about Chinese characters, including the construction
rules, ways of remembering characters, and how to write beautiful characters.
The knowledge is merged into the characters in the lessons, so you can learn it
easily while learning the characters.

We believe the above contents will provide you with good knowledge on Chi-

nese characters, which will make it much easier to continue further study.

For your better study, some advice is listed here:

1. The characters in every group in the text are well-chosen. Studying clues
are provided by the surrounding characters. It helps you memorize groups of sim-
ilar characters. The relationship among the characters in every group should be
paid careful attention to.

2. After every group of characters, we present several sentences. In the ex-
ercises, we also provide plenty of phrases and sentences. These give context to

the characters. If you like to use characters in sentences, this part can help.
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3. In the practice, it is helpful to compare new and familiar characters and
find out their common parts. It is a good way for your study. Please make good
use of it.

4. In the writing part, we provide you with some squares looking like “H”
for you to practice. We hope you can get an exercise book like this kind to prac-
tice writing after class. This may help you command the writing rules and write
the characters more beautifully. Besides, this book does not ask you to write too
much, so please finish the writing exercise earnestly. If you want to write more
characters, you can try to analyze strokes and their order according to the
knowledge introduced in this series.

5. We provide you with plenty of exercises after lessons and units, which are
designed to help you go over the lessons. We hope you can spare some time to do
it.

We hope you can enjoy learning Chinese!

The compiler
Nov. 8, 2009
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