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Uncle Sam’s Islands

Part A Additional Background Information

1. Uncle Sam

Uncle Sam is the nickname and cartoon image used to personify the U.S. government.
It is derived from the initials U.S. In the 20th century-Uncle Sam has usually been often
personified by a representation of a tall, thin man having a white beard and wearing a blue
swallow-tailed coat, red-and-white-striped trousers, and a tall hat with a band of stars. In
1961 the U.S. Congress adopted the figure as a national symbol. Now Uncle Sam has two
meanings: The first is the U.S. government personified; the second is the America or the

American people and the United States of ica.

2. An introduction to the United States of America
History: The U. S. developed from colonial beginnings in the 16th century, when 13

colonies were founded along the eastern coast. As the nation developed, it expanded west-
ward from small settlements to all the territory between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
across the middle of the North American continent, as well as two noncontiguous states
and a number of islands in the Pacific Ocean.

Geography: The United States of America is a federal republic on the continent of
North America. It has an area of 9 629 091 sq km (3 717 796 sq mi). The United States
consists of 48 contiguous states and the noncontiguous states of Alaska and Hawaii. Each
state has a capital, which is the center of the state government. In addition, the United
States includes a number of outlying areas, such as the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands of the United States, which are located on the Caribbean Sea, and the
islands of American Samoa and Guam, located in the Pacific Ocean. The national capital is
Washington, D.C., located along the banks of the Potomac River between the states of
Maryland and Virginia.

Territories:
Name Status Location Area Year acquired
Unorganized and unincor- | Central Pacific Ocean;
American  Sa- | porated territory under the | about 3 700 km south- 200 sq k between 1900
moa authority of the Depart- | west of Honolulu, Ha- sq km and 1925
ment of the Interior waii

(to be continued)
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(continued)
Name Status Location Area Year Acquired
Ui ted tertit Cen‘tral Pacific Océa_l};
nincorporate . erfitory | o it 2655 km south-
Baker Island under the authority of the 1.18 sq km | 1856
- S . west of Honolulu, Ha-
Fish and Wildlife Service ..
waii
West Pacific
The United | Self-governing  organized estern | ,
States territ d uni ted territo- | Occams about 59551 0 oy | 1808
tates territory | and unincorporated territo km west of Honolulu, q
of Guam ry ..
Hawaii
Umncorp(_)r'a ted terrlt(?ry Central Pacific Ocean;
- managed jointly by the Fish about 1100 km south
Johnston Atoll | and ‘Wildlife Service and ‘ 2.8'sq kmn | 1858
west of Honolulu, Ha-
the Defense Nuclear Agen- ..
waii
cy
Unincorporated * territory Central Pacific Ocean;
t 1730 k th-
Kingman Reef | under the authority of the abou m sou 1 sq km 1922
west of Honolulu, Ha-
Department of the Navy ..
waii
Umncorp(.)r.ated ternt(?ry Central Pacific Ocean;
managed jointly by the Fish ‘
. e . about 2 100 km north-
Midway Islands | and Wildlife Service and 5.2sq km | 1867
: west of Honolulu, Ha-
the Department of the Na- ..
waii
vy
Commonwealth Commonwealth associated Western Pacific Oc
of the Northern with the United States ean; about 160 km | 464 sq km | 1947
Mariana Islands © © © northeast of Guam
Privately owned unincorpo- | Central Pacific Ocean;
‘rated territory under the | about 1700 km south-
tol ‘ .
Palmyra Atoll authority of the Depart- | west of Honolulu, Ha- 5-2sqkm | 1898
ment of the Interior waii
‘ Commonwealth associated West Indies; about 1
Puerto Rico . . 600 km southeast of Mi- | 8 876 sq km| 1898
with the United States B .
ami, Florida
i O ized and uni - .
Virgin Islands raii?im::rri:): t?lzl::m::e West Indies; about 64
of the United . y km west of Puerto Ri- | 344 sq km | 1917
authority of the Depart-
States . co
ment of the Interior
Uni ted territ
unr:il:: ot;'nr;ozxfhorit e::fl ?}r;z Central Pacific Ocean;
Wake Island y, about 3 700 km west of | 8 sq km 1898
Space and Strategic De- .
Honolulu, Hawaii
fense Command

Definitions of terms used in this table: “Unincorporated” means that not all provisions of the United States
Constitution apply to the territory. “Unorganized” means that the United States government has not passed
an act to organize a government for the territory.
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The expansion of U, S, territories:

BBER Wi RERGERD B/HR
1783.9.30 JE 13 M K 4Tt 888 685 RIBE(BREEA)
1803 Louisiana Purchase(E:/@) 827192 1500 7l B E
1819.2.22 Florida(F§ &) 72003| - 500 5 3Tl B PP
1845.12 Texas(BJ&) 390 143 1000 F¥ETE B BEHE
1846.6 Oregon(EHEILE) 285 580 WIBCHEERZL)
1848.2.2 California, Mexican Cession 529 017 1500 FFEHE g BPGE
1853.12.30 Gadsden Purchase(ZBJ&) 29 640 1000 73 ot 8 B89 5F
1867.3.30 Alaska({/&) 589 757 720 Fi &0l B E
1867.9.30 Midway Islands 2 BG5S
1898 Hawaii 6 450 E Sinl AP
1899~1946 | The Philippines(#5/&) 115 000 B E e
1899.2.6 Puerto Rico(F/&) 3435 2000 T EIFERE BHEREMRE
1899.1.17 | Wake Island : 3 BEL
1899.2.6 ’(F}::m I(J;}t;c; State's territory of 21? B B LT
1899.12.2 American Samoa 76| - 53 EERANS
1904.2.26 Canal Zone 553 FA4 1000 FE5C
1917.1.17 U.S. Virgin Islands(F}/8) 133 W B 13, 4% 2 500 TETT
1947 Pacific Islands Trust Territory 8489 £

Part B Additional Notes to the Text

1.

Their citizens are a diverse bunch: Caribbean blacks, Latin Americans, Pacific island-
ers, mainland expatriates, in all a little under 4m people. (Para. 2 Line 1~2 Page 1) 5
U5 ERERESMER, AR ST EMAKFESR RAZEREHBR, S5
HIEMEAA.

As empires go, this is a democratic one. (Para. 3 Line 1 Page 1) S E i &, £E QU5
EiEEREM., Las: as far as . .. be concerned ]

To varying degrees, each possession answers to a branch of the federal government in
Washington, D.C., and is subject to American laws. (Para. 3 Line 3~5 Page 1) §— 8
WAEARRE F 2R X BFBUF 8 — 8088, R R EERMYE. Canswer
to: to take orders from; be subject to: to obey]

The Virgin Islands’ GNP per head ( $9 750 in 1986) is four times that of independent
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Antigua and Barbuda nearby. (Para.6 Line 6~7 Page 2) #E/RAFUHF & M9 A E R AR
18(1986 47 $ 9 750) AR <7 (42 48 I 55 01 5 A7 32 % By P £

Here, not least for the use of Americans, is a brief gazetteer of their empire. (Para. 8
Line 1 Page 2) 3 BL4G51 0 3% B A SR XAt AT R 0577 E B UL B B 4. (gazetteer: a
list of names of places;not least: (formal) especially;for the use of : provided for a par-
ticular person or group of people to use]

That tradition lives on, even though the cars obeying it are American ones, built the
wrong way round. (Para, 11 Line 5~6 Page 3) X/ (FEAFETMAND R B FELESLE, B
HREREEMEZLAFANEEFORN (EEEEEERENEN, B EELMD.
(live on: continue to exist]

St. Thomas and St. Croix, also beautiful, are daiquiri-fuelled, yacht-clogged play-
grounds for wealthy Americans. (Para. 12 Line 5~6 Page 3) XL fIX 5 F H it
RER RILEENGE. REZE, REANEEANREAXE., (daiquiri: {5 EHE;
yacht-clogged: crowded with yachts]

The islands have next to no natural resources beyond their beauty and climate. (Para. 13
Line 1 Page 3) jX#6 05 (4L /R BB BT RgEF W . LBEE NS, WHETBATE.
Cnext to: almost]

Among the issues that rankle is Guam’s inclusion in the'protectionist Jones act, which
requires that American ships be used between American ports. (Para. 18 Line 3 ~4
Page 4) & AWK B A — A H iR 58 E LR 8B A AR 3 SO BE K M nayEng,
WEERAARFEEM R E XS D, (rankle: cause lasting bitterness or resentment;
A E 1B : Guam’s inclusion in the protectionist Jones act, which requires. .. J#f 3k

FHR S R R a, that rankle /5 818 M4, 845 the issues,)

10. Its 620 000 residents murder each other with much greater freedom than, say, the

backward Samoans, and can even vote for the federal president (and pay federal ta-
xes). (Para. 25 Line 3~4 Page 4) 62 JT4# B ATE TR b L # /5 ) 5 RE I g2 EE WA
AERKEHE, REREAEE SRR CHABBRNRITBH . (. bR 2
N 2102 B i AR A 3z I, JEJE R & & ) (say . for instance]

Part C Outline of the Article

o I

HEaeas<

Nature of the islands o))

Total population and size of the islands 2
Political status of the islands (3

Overall feelings of the colonials (4~8

1. Showing little enthusiasm over independence
2. Contented with economic benefits

Puerto Rico (9~10)

The Virgin Islands (11~13)

Samoa (14~16)

Guam (17~19

The Northern Marianas Islands (20~22)
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X Washington, D.C. (23~25)

Part D Answers to the Questions

vV L
Vi L
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

C 22A 3B 4 A 5 C

The people on those islands enjoy the rights of American citizenship including the
rights to live and work on the mainland and the economic benefits.

On the Virgin Islands, people drive on the left and in America on the right.

The economy of tourism brings the Virgin Islands the greatest benefit.

American Samoa is the least assimilated.

Tiny Wake Island is the place where America’s day begins.

The Northern Marianas have had a long colonial history. The Spanish held them
for 300 years. Then in 1898, Germany took over the islands. After WW [, they
were entrusted to Japan. Finally in 1945, they became an American trust territory.
They are more familiar to Japanese, because plenty of Japanese visit those islands
every year.

The people in the District of Columbia can vote for the federal president(and pay
federal taxes).
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igﬁ The Wild West’s Legacy of Shame

Part A Additional Background Information

1. American Indians

Native Americans are the peoples who are indigenous to the Americans. They also
have been known as American Indians. The name Indian was first applied to them by
Christopher Columbus, who believed mistakenly that the mainland and islands of America
were part of the Indies, in Asia.

1t is estimated that at the time of first European contact, North and South America
was inhabited by more than 90 million people: about 10 million in America north of
present-day Mexico, 30 million in Mexico, 11 million in Central America, 445 000 in the
Caribbean islands, 30 million in the South American Andean region, and 9 million in the
remainder of South America. However, the Native American population had been drasti-
cally reduced by war, famine, forced labor, and epidemics of diseases introduced through
contact with Europeans.

2. Removal Act of 1830

The Indian Removal Act was passed in May 1830; it empowered the president of the
United States to move eastern Native Americans west of the Mississippi, to what was then
“Indian Territory” (now essentially Oklahoma). Although it was supposed to be voluntary,
removal became mandatory whenever the federal government felt it necessary. The memo-
ry of these brutal forced marches of Native Americans, sometimes in the dead of winter,
remained vivid for years to come in the minds of those who survived.

3. Civil Rights Act of 1964

The Civil Rights Act was one of the major achievements of the Kennedy-Johnson ad-
ministration and the 88th Congress. The act’s passage was marked by the longest debate in
Senate history (83 days) and the first successful cutting off of a civil rights filibuster when
cloture was invoked in the Senate 71 to 29 (67 votes needed) on June 10.

Major provisions of the act (1) broaden laws covering voting rights by expediting vot-
ing suits in courts and outlawing arbitrary discrimination in registration procedures, (2)
bar discrimination in such public accommodations as hotels and restaurants bearing a sub-
stantial relation to interstate commerce, (3) authorize the national government to bring
suits to desegregate public facilities and public schools, (4) extend the life of the Civil
Rights Commission and expand its power, (5) permit withholding of federal funds from
programs in which discrimination is practised, (6) establish the right to equal employment
opportunity in businesses and unions with 25 or more members, and (7) create the
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Community Relations Service to help resolve local civil rights problems. The act covers dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, national origin, and, in the case of employ-

ment, sex. The law stresses voluntary compliance and encourages resolution of problems by

local and state action.

Part B Additional Notes to the Text

1.

10.

11.

Certainly, America’s western expansion was in many ways an epic of courage and endur-
ance. (Para, 2 Line 1~2 Page 9) XX, EE VY AR 2 5 mA8 W LA Ui — & 5B i
IR,
In the early days of settlement along the Atlantic shore the colonists and the Indians got
along together. Their ways of life were different, but there was room for both. (Para. 4 Line
1~2 Page 9) P KA R WHRFEEEMDE L L ERMpEML. REEEFAARR,
BXU7#A % HIZs[E ., (get along: to live in harmony)
The various tribes were often confederations or nations, and at first, the new settlers
treated them as independent powers. (Para, 5 Line 1~2 Page 9) A5 RIER& & H 45 M W
BRERK, WIIF R, B E B EITE RS E S .
“We are more enlightened and more powerful than the Indian nations. It behooves our
honor to treat them with kindness and even generosity. ”(Para. 8 Line 2~4 Page 9)“FR1{]
HEVREAE SO, R R, T RATMRE LA T B E B AERR.” (be-
hoove: (FiEH it) Xt G A B R % (803
The white man’s concept of land ownership was alien to the Indians. (Para, 10 Line 1
Page 10) Bf A SEVEZAPA LMW RTEARFM, Calien to. different from or
strange to)
They thought they had agreed to share, only to find that they had signed away the
rights to live in their traditional territory. (Para. 10 Line 1~3 Page 10) fl#fiJ(ENZEZN)
PABAEESMMEEX A 1, HERADZRFEITHI L ERERFE T ERX A3
+3 ARG AL . Csign away: give up (one’s legal rights or property) by signing a
document)
None were to be exempted-—even those tribes who had made an effort to learn the white
man’s ways were forced to move. (Para. 12 Line 1~2 Page 10) ¥ H A4 ——HFH
S 1% IR ARAETE T A& B gna T .
One in four Cherokees died during the forced winter migration along what become
known as the “Trail of Tears.” (Para. 13 Line 2~3 Page 10) ZEiRBITEMALA TP,
HNGZ—HMBEATCET , XFTREZERE AT MIHZ .
as long as the grasses grow, and the waters flow (Para. 14 Line 2 Page 10) : a poetic ex-
pression for “forever”
The Plains tribes were the quintessential storybook Indians¥proud, fierce, magnifi-
cent horsemen, skillful hunters and fearless warriors. (Para, 17 Line 1~2 Page 10) kX
PR EREE R RREE S PR MBI EE T A—A] B 2R AR I
AEE. EEER.

Yet most still choose to live apart, preserving what they can of their way of life.
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(Para, 30 Line 1 Page 11) AT K S3ENSE R AL R E RS FFFEAE - 1S AT REAR B 42T

B MAE K.
12. The bountiful and practically empty New World had ample room for both peoples to
work out their differences peacefully. (Para, 31 Line 1~2 Page 11) £ 2258 “Hriit

A7 BB RS ELES O A3 . (work out: to solvel

Part C OQutline of the Article

I Two different views on the Westward March a~3
1. An epic of courage and endurance
2. A bitter tale of misunderstanding, greed and betrayal
0 Indians’ sufferings at the hands of the colonists (4~18)
1. Harmonious relationship in the early days
2. Used as pawns in the white colonists’ internecine wars
3. Cheated out of the land ownership
4. Driven into ever-shrinking reservations
Il Colonists’ broken promises and Indians’ reaction (19~28)
1. White colonists’ broken promises
2. Indians’ repeated concessions
3. Indians’ resistance when cornered
4. Evaluation of the Indian War
Hollywood’s portrayal: a valiant struggle
Author’s view: a vicious war
IV Present conditions of the Indians (29~31)
1. Confined to reservations
2. Loss of identities of many tribes
3. Living in isolation and desperation
V Principles that should have been observed in treating Indians (32~38)
1. Lofty principles of freedom and justice
2. Principle of righteousness

Part D Answers to the Questions

V 1.L.B 22.A 3C 4B 5 D
VI 1. Hollywood westerns romanticize America’s western expansion and portray it as an
epic of courage and endurance. Dogged pioneers opened up new territory and
forged a nation from the wilderness.
2. The Westward Movement was a sad, bitter tale of misunderstanding, greed and be-
trayal to the Indians.
3. The Indians and the colonists in the early days of their settlement got along togeth-
er. Their ways of life were different, but there was room for both.
4. They became pawns in the white colonists’ struggle to control North America.
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Those who found themselves on the losing side suffered reprisals by the victors.

. No, the Indians were not treated kindly as advised by George Washington. They
were exploited, forced from their homelands by the relentless European expansion.
. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 gave the president power to relocate all the East-
ern Indian tribes west of the Mississippi.

. No, the white colonists did not observe the act strictly. Under the agreement, land
to the west of the Mississippi was to be the Indians’ homeland. But ever before the
treaties were ratified, the “permanent Indian frontier was moved farther west.”
Over the course of decades, agreements were renegotiated, broken, amended, rati-
fied and broken again.

. At first, the Plains Indians tried to accommodate the relentless encroachment on
their hunting rounds.

. To the mind of the author, the real heroes were those voices of reason on both sides
who tried to stop the bloodshed.
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Part A Additional Background Information

1. Pollution in the United States

Although the United States has only 5. 5% population of the total in the world, this
country has been using up 28% energy of the world. It is reported that the U.S. A. pro-
duces rubbish occupying the first place in the developed countries. So the federal govern-
ment of the U.S. A. has passed the following main laws: Water Pollution Control Act
(1948), Water Quality Act (1965), Natural Environmental Policy (1970), Clean Air Act
(1970.11), Noise Control Act (1972). ’

2. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ‘

EPA is an independent agency of the United States government, responsible for pro-
tecting the environment and maintaining it for future generations. It was established in
1970. The EPA superseded and assumed most of the activities of the former Environmental
Health Service. Specifically, its aim is to control and diminish air and water pollution,
noise pollution, and pollution by radiation, pesticides, and other toxic substances.

The agency has established federal standards for air quality that limit the quantities of
hazardous pollutants from industrial emission. It works with state and local governments to
determine and enforce safer pollution levels. It conducts research to identify and regulate
noise sources and also to refine techniques of solid waste disposal and reuse. The agency’s
efforts in the area of water pollution include establishment of water quality standards, reg-
ulation of regional water pollution controls and water supply methods, and scientific re-
search into the effects of chemical and other contaminants. An especially important aspect
of the EPA’s work involves protection of the population from radiation. a national inspec-
tion program for monitoring radiation levels in the environment and the enforcement of
rigid standards for disposal of hazardous wastes. The agency also regulates the handling
and control of chemical substances deemed hazardous. In particular, the use of pesticides is
closely scrutinized; the agency sets tolerance levels for those used around foodstuffs and
carefully monitors residue levels in food, humans, and wildlife.

In the late 1980s the EPA expanded its mission to include problems of global warming
and environmental change. It created a Climate Change Division to develop research into
the impact of increased carbon dioxide and other gases in the atmosphere. The EPA also
initiated an Ecological Mapping Program (EMAP) to delineate vegetational patterns in the
U.S. and, in 1990, established a grant program to improve environmental education.

3. Solid waste disposal

It is the disposal of normally solid or semisolid materials, resulting from human and



