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Prefac

What are values? What is the use of values? What is the relation-
ship between values and me? What are the values of the Chinese like?
And what are the contents of values? All these questions may flash in-
to the readers’ minds at their first sight of this book. But, with a lit-
tle understanding of the purport and scope of this book, the reason
why the Chinese have that kind of values perhaps will be the question
that readers are most interested in before and in their reading of this
book. As a matter of fact, the discussion of the issue about values is
often regarded as a very serious academic topic or theoretical matter.
And. when people discuss values, they usually interpret them
through some abstract theories that make people feel very abstruse
but still can not get rid of the fuzzy sense. Thus. the first impression
of the word “values” left in people’s mind is “vague and elusive”. As
a result, as regards such a topic about values, people tend to be reti-
cent on it and avoid mentioning it. Even if talking about it, they of-
ten can not grasp its true meaning, or only touch on its superficial
meaning like a dragonfly skimming the surface of the water. Never-

theless, in the scope of the knowledge of most people. or the scope



seen or heard by them, there are still some works that talk about the
values of the Chinese. Although these works do not mention them di-
rectly, values have permeated in their contents. Most of them are lit-
erary and historical works with light and easy style, which may in-
spire the readers and make them learn something, and this, is a com-
mon way to write about values. Such works are mostly derived from
the authors’ experiences, which are able to stand up to the test of
their readers, and deserve the careful reflection in thought, the slow
approaching in feeling, or the gradual closing in mind. There is quite
a lot of such kind of works, even only counting those works that are
still popular in recent years, and it is easy to give some examples:
The Spirit of the Chinese People by Gu Hongming, My Country
and My People by Lin Yutang, The Character of the Chinese People
by Luo Jialun, A Survey of the Chinese People by Bo Yang, etc.
However, this book you are reading is different from the above
works, and in fact, the difference is precisely where the main idea of
this book is, which, in a nutshell, is manifested in the following
three aspects:

First, the difference in the direct title. Obviously, the theme of
The Values o f the Chinese is to deal with the values. As we know,
values are different from the culture or the cultural personality, or e-
ven the personality spirit. They are standards, the core of culture,
as well as the kernel of human spirit, and they are not neutral, but
capable of making choices and judgments. Any kind of values embod-
ies its value as well as the judgment of its value. However, value
judgment is a very complex activity, which is related with people
themselves, conditions people live in and the emotion, knowledge,

quality and character of them. Since values permeate and manifest



themselves in all aspects of people’s life, production, study, work
and contacts, it is hard to write about them, for which the very rea-
son is that values exist everywhere at any time, in every person and
every thing. For this reason, the works with the title of values that
we usually see are either attributed to being too academic or too com-
mon. As for the former, the public may be unwilling to read or una-
ble to understand it; while as for the latter, the public may find it
hard to draw impressive and intuitive conclusions owing to its vacuous
contents and spirit. Thus, obviously it is quite difficult to take a mid-
dle road between the two styles so as to organically combine academic
study and common life. Despite this, 1 am willing to make some at-
tempts to directly use values to title this book and transform some ab-
stract and theoretical academic points of view into common and ac-
ceptable popular knowledge. Of course, this is the wish of the au-
thor, as for what the effect will be, it still remains to be judged by
the readers.

Second, the difference in its subject. The subject of this book is
the Chinese people, who are not the historical or traditional Chinese
people, but the contemporary Chinese people. If we consider that the
previous works show us an image of the Chinese people who live in
the history or the tradition, then in this book, the image has been
transferred to the contemporary era. The contemporary era here re-
fers to the present time, that is, the current Chinese people. Of
course, from a cultural perspective, the contemporary Chinese peo-
ple can not be completely divorced from the shackles of traditional
culture, for the culture is a special kind of life connector with the
continuous and radiating nature, which can not be thoroughly separa-

ted and disconnected by the times. The great thinker Marx once com-



pared the past ideological tradition to a “nightmare” on the brains of
the living, believing that the ideology and spirit of the new age is de-
veloped in the inheritance and transformation of the old tradition. The
values of the contemporary Chinese people are closely related with the
values that were born in and continued from the Chinese history and
tradition. So, this book intends to, on the one hand. find out the
relationship between them, and on the other hand discover the crea-
tion and change in the values of the contemporary Chinese people. In
short, this book aims to find the values of the Chinese that embody
the modernity.

Third, the difference in its proposal of dimensions. The above-
mentioned works are a kind of works that research into values by
means of concealing them in the people’s way of life and survival in an
indirect and implicit manner. This is where the merit of such kind of
works lies. However, it is exactly because of this that the readers
may easily get ambiguous conceptions from such kind of works, for
when reading them, usually people can only vaguely grasp the visual-
ized information about values, but will not explore the sources of the
values or their precise manifestations. In academic circles, a lot of
works that research into values tend to divide values into different
levels and categories in accordance with the domestic or international
academic consensus. Although there is not a unified classification at
present. such a method of classification is undoubtedly the best way
to refine, deepen and expand the research on values. The classifica-
tion of values in this book is made on the basis of the combination of
traditional and modern values and from the dimensions of life, poli-
tics, economy, culture and society. which mirror the overall view of

the survival, living and life of the contemporary Chinese people from



different sides. Although it may not be sufficient and perfect, it is a-
ble to take account of the reality of the existence and development of
contemporary Chinese society. There's no doubt that the values re-
[lected through such a classification of dimensions are exactly the sur-
vival values, political values, economic values. cultural values and
social values of the Chinese.

Holding the spirit of exploration and conducting frank resear-
ches, seeking not to cover everything but to consider every detail,
with such an attitude and spirit. we dedicate The Values of the Chi-
nese 10 the contemporary Chinese and our friends who care about and
wish to know about China. and we hope this book that depicts the
spirit and values of the Chinese can vividly convey the true image of
the Chinese people in respect of spiritual wishes and value pursuit in a

fair and objective manner.

Yuwen Li

June, 2012
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|. The Values and Their Appearance

What are values and their manifestations? From an academic per-
spective, it seems not difficult to answer this question. For those
. scholars who are engaged in theoretical research, they may easily find
some rather academic definitions from the areas that they are profi-
cient in, and can make an analysis of the definitions and quote the
classics to support their arguments. Even for those scholars who were
not familiar with this concept., they still can find a variety of explana-
tions by consulting dictionaries or searching on the Internet. Howev-
er, for the average people, especially the general public who do not
specialize in research or are not used to acquiring knowledge from the
Internet, the term “values” must be obscure and difficult to under-
stand and be explained. If we simply define values by the use of a va-
riety of definitions existing in different academic disciplines, for ex-
ample, tell them “values” mean “the criteria that the subject applies
for evaluating and choosing the objective things in accordance with
their significance or importance to the subject itself and the socie-
ty”l1), or “the criteria adopted by members of society to evaluate be-
haviors and matters, and to choose their desired goals among all a va-
riety of possible targets”[2], or any other too academic definitions, it
is certainly not easy for them to understand the true meaning of the
concept. Ordinary people are different from scholars. They need the
most concise, Iintuitive and succinct statement, because for them,
they may even not try to carefully distinguish the nuances contained in
various definitions of the concept, but just grasp the most straight-

forward explanation of some object. This is exactly the tastes and in-



terests of the public, which is also the characteristic of the public in
understanding a concept.

As a result, in order to make it concise and easily understanda-
ble and eliminate unnecessary academic debates and troubles in con-
cept, we make some modifications to the definition of values that is
most commonly used but still accurate, so as to popularize it as fol-
lows:

Values are the standards in people’s minds, which represent the
recognized value. With these standards, people can judge whether or
not their own or others’ words and deeds are important and accord
with some of their own or universally recognized principles.

In simpler words, values are
a standard for knowing and jud-

‘
Values are a standard for
/ )

ging things. In our daily life, we ! knowing and judging things,
often express our views on some R
certain things or objects, evaluating whether or not they are impor-
tant, correct, reasonable, advisable, true, good and beautiful,
and whether they are consistent with our wishes and principles. The
intrinsic yardsticks of value adopted by us to make evaluation in these
respects are values.

For example, when a young passerby jumps into the pond to res-
cue a child from drowning without hesitation, some people may say it
is foolish of him to risk his life to rescue the child; some would be-
lieve he is very brave, kind, beautiful in heart, and worth praising;
and some others may be indifferent about it and stand aside without
making comments. These three different ways of evaluation represent

three different values. No matter what kind of evaluation people

make, they all compare the external things, objects, and behaviors



O / The Values of the Chinese

Values: Behavior Guidance

with the standards of value inside their own mind, and then arrive at
their own judgments. And no matter what kind of stance they take,
they apply their personal values. But if the majority of people in the
society or social institutions make a judgment on the behavior of the
young people, then we say these people or social institutions are
using the social values. In general, the values we talk about refer to
the values of the majority of people in the society. Social values con-
sist of individual values, but that is not to say they are equal to a
hotchpotch of individual values, instead they are an organic and effec-
tive coupling of individual values, which are the unified and sublima-
ted group values.

Values are very important for both individuals and groups. Tal-
cott Parsons, a famous American sociologist, believes that values

can be regarded as a factor like a yardstick in a conventional symbolic



systetn, according to which, peo- pr—rrrmssisnmsnsasinnny

ple make their own choice among a | Values are just like a3
variety of alternative courses of ac- ) beacon that guides the in-§
tion under certain circumstances. | dividual and groups ac
The famous organizational behavior | tions and illuminate the !
scientist Robbins also said: “Values | road along which people
usually affect the attitude and be- make value judgments and ¢

haviors of a person.” “Values are | \.,|,c choices.

very important for the study of or- S
ganizational behavior, because they are the basis for the understand-
ing of the attitude and motivation of employees. And they also have
influence on our perception and judgment. ”[3] Popularly speaking,
values are just like a beacon that guides the individual and groups’ ac-
tions and illuminate the road along which people make value judg-
ments and value choices. They are also like a balance that is weighing
equipment used to measure the value as well as the right and wrong of
certain objects, events, persons or behaviors. Under the guidance of
values, people, in the face of choices, will know what should and
what should not be done, what is and what is not reasonable, what
kind of behavior is and is not favorable, etc. Therefore, just from
the values of a person, we are able to judge his thought, sentiment,
belief and behavior and know what the important value pivot that sup-
ports him in making his own decisions is, as well as what kind of val-
ue he believes in and what standards he adopts. It goes without saying
that under the guidance of different values, a person may like and ap-
prove a matter, appreciate and recognize a behavior, and support and
help another person, or he may take a completely opposite decision,

opposing, criticizing and resisting the same matter, behavior and



