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Bl 5 |Preface

As the national symbol of China, the
Great Wall is the treasure of the Chinese
civilization. It stretches thousands of miles
like a soaring dragon which reveals the soul
of the Chinese nation. The Great Wall is
not only a magnificent architecture, having
fully displayed the diligence and wisdom
of the ancient Chinese people, but also a
great miracle dedicated to the world by the
Chinese people. In 1987, the Great Wall, as a
symbol of the Chinese cultural heritage, was
first listed in the “World Heritage List”.

In China, there is such a famous saying:
“He who has never been to the Great Wall
is not a true man”. With its magnificent
and precipitous appearance, majestically

stretching thousands of miles, the Great

Wall has conquered numerous people who
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have paid tribute to it. Mr. Schlemann, a
famous German archaeologist, had such
praise to the Great Wall: “Since I was a
little child, whenever I hear people talking
about the Great Wall of China I will be
full of burning curiosity. Now I have seen
it with my own eyes, its greatness has
surpassed my imagination a hundred times.
While constantly climbing up to the highest
mountain ridge, the more I am amazed at
this gigantic defense project and its terrified
polygonal forts, the more it looks like a
mythical creation made by the Giants before
the Great Flood.”.

This book with a detailed introduction
about the history, structure, operation, as
well as the famous sites of the Great Wall has
fully unfolded this magnificent architecture
before your eyes. Now, let us climb the Great
Wall together to experience its majestic
momentum and the spirit of unswerving

determination.
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The Magnificent Great Wall
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The Great Wall, built in different periods of ancient China, is a general
term of the vast scale military projects resisting the Nomads alliance
invasion from the north of the Great Wall. It is one of the greatest
architectural projects in the history of human civilization. The Great

wall is regarded by the world as the symbol of China together with

the Tiananmen Square, the Terracotta Warriors and Horses.
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> The Significance of the
Great Wall

The construction of the Great Wall
began from the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States periods and lasted till the
late Ming and the early Qing dynasties,
totaling more than two thousand years. It
is rare in history in terms of its enormous
scale, great amount of engineering
work and the extreme difficulties of
construction. It is inferred that the total
length of the Great Wall, passing through
north and central China, is over seven
thousand kilometers, nearly fifteen
thousand /i (1km=2 [i), hence it is named
"Great Wall". The prolonged period of
more than two thousand years has not
only witnessed China’s long history, but
also witnessed the rise and fall of China's
feudal dynasﬁes.

During the Warring States period,

on the vast land of China the dukes and
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The Badaling Section

princes of the ducal states were contending
for hegemony on the one hand, and on
the other hand the nomadic alliance of the
Huns Xiongnu people , the Donghu and
others from the north of the Great Wall
constantly invaded and plundered the
south. The war continued year after year
and the people were living a miserable
life. That was why the rulers then decided
to build the Great Wall for the purpose
of consolidating border defense against
outside invaders, strengthening the
military defense, meeting the needs of the
warring situation. The rulers hoped that the
construction of the Great Wall would solve
a large number of military problems, and
then would get a lasting political stability.
As a military defense project in early
days of ancient China, the Great Wall was
continuously constructed and renovated
during the past two thousand years by
the artisans of successive dynasties on
the basis of summarizing the previous
experiences. The Great Wall is not
simply a static and single city wall, but a
combination of people, wall and materials,
serving as observation tower, concealment,
passing information, assembling forces and
conducting counter offensive operations,
etc. The sections along the Great Wall have
formed a buffer zone, functioning both

as the front line of defense and as a base
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to launch counterattack. With the Great
Wall as a barrier, the army could act from
passive to active, or turn defense into
offence, initiating attacks and defenses at
ease. Numerous cases have proved that

the important military value of the Great
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Wall has been fully reflected in the wars
of that time.

Both the state of Qi and Chu were
very powerful in the Spring and Autumn
and Warring States Periods, however,
the state of Qi enjoyed the privileges of
having the emperor under his thumb and
ordered the dukes about in his name.
But when the state of Qi led several
other ducal states to fight against the
state of Chu, they did not have the guts
to conduct the military operations after

intruding into Chu’s territory and seeing

the city defense (the tall and sturdy Great
Wall).
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The War of Zijingguan

In 1449, the leader of the Mongolian Wala division, named Yexian, led his troops to attack the Ming
Dynasty along three routes. When the west route vanguards of the Wala army arrived at Zijingguan
( pass ) , they encounter tenacious resistance from the Ming garrison troops and could not getting
across. So the Wala army adopted a plan of making a feint to the east and attacking in the west, by
using the main force to confront with the Ming troops in front of the frontier pass while at the same
time sending some troops to go along the mountain trails and slip through Zijingling. They took a
devious route to the southern section of the pass, then pulled down the side walls and entered into
the pass. Later Yexian led his troops drove straight on to the capital city from Zijingguan. This battle
was known as the “War of Zijingguan™ in history.
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The Zijingguan Pass

As one of the important passes of the Great Wall, Zijingguan is located in the Zijing ( Bauhinia )
ridge, 40 kilometers west of the Yixian county, Hebei Province. Zijingguan was constructed on
the mountain slopes beside a stream, in the basin, sandwiched between the two mountains and

surrounded by natural barriers.
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At the same time, the Great Wall
had also played a positive role in the
economic development of remote areas.
In ancient times, the region along the
Great Wall was mostly rather backward in
production, as it was sparsely populated
with bleak and desolate land, known as
the "barren land". Before the Great Wall
playing its military role, it must solve the

problem of military provisions for the
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The Dunhuang Murals

Dunhuang is well-known for its grottoes and
murals. Among them, the Dunhuang Murals,
with a total area of more than 50,000 square
meters, is rich in content and the Dunhuang
Grottoes is deemed to be the largest in China as
well as in the world. The Dunhuang murals have
mainly focused its description on the images
of Gods, activities of Gods, the relationship
between Gods and the relationship between
Gods and men, having reflected the hopes of
people's good intentions.

officers and soldiers guarding the wall.
Therefore, while having the Great Wall
constructed, the rulers would certainly
start to reinforce the development and the
construction of the border areas. They
even sent immigrants to be engaged in
farming and animal husbandry.
Moreover, the art and culture
value of the Great Wall is enough to be
comparable to its historical and strategic
importance. Over two thousand years,
the continuous exchanges between the
peoples of the north and south, with the
Great Wall as the center, had not only
promoted the cultural development of
all ethnic groups, but also formed a
culture zone which was different from
other regions. The culture based on the
Central Plains, along the Great Wall had
a significant impact on the production
and lifestyle of the nomads living
near the Great Wall area, enabling the
culture of the frontier region to show its
unique characters. A large number of
unearthed cultural and historical relics
in and out of the Great Wall could prove
that the imprint of multi-ethnic cultural
integration could be seen everywhere. For
example, the Han Dynasty bamboo slips
excavated from the southeast of Heicheng

in the lower reaches of the Ejina river
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The Maijishan Grottoes

Located about 35 kilometers southeast of the Tianshui City, Gansu Province, Maijishan is a unique peak of
Xiaolongshan ( mountain) which is in the west end of Qinling mountain ranges. The shape of the mountain is so
strange that its solitary peak is protruding into the sky just like a wheat stack, hence called Maijishan ( mai, means
wheat ) . To the southwest of the mountain peak, there are perilous cliffs where those caves were drilled. There are
194 buddhist cave shrines, more than 7200 statues of clay stone carvings and stone roughcast clay sculptures and
1,300 square meters of murals. The largest statue here is as high as 16 meters while the smallest one is only over
10 cm. Among them, thousands of life-size sculptures in the round and solid shape are full of emotional appeal, and
regarded as exquisite treasures.
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in today’s Inner Mongolia are hailed
as one of “the four great discoveries”
of the Chinese academia in this century.
The greater majority of the Han Dynasty
bamboo slips are the frontier region
documents of the Great Wall, recorded
the scale of the military installations
and the configuration of the buildings in
this section of the Great Wall in the Han
Dynasty, as well as the organization,
equipment, attendance and pass permit
system of the guarding officers and men,
plus a real account of the neighboring
economy, religion and so on. Many
famous historical sites have been left in
the cultural zone of the Great Wall, such
as the murals and the sculptures in
the grottoes of Dunhuang, Yungang,
Maijishan and Wanfotang.
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Jian (The Slips)

Jian (or slip) was a writing material used from the Warring States
Period to Wei and Jin periods. It was cut from a strip of bamboo
(wood). The bamboo pieces are known as Jian, the wooden chips
are known as Zha (thin pieces of wood used for writing in ancient
times) or Du (wooden tablets or slips for writing in ancient China),
generally referred to as Jian or "Bamboo Slip". With a brush and
ink, a line would be written in each piece of Jian and then had all
the bamboo pieces of one article bound up as a book. Jian is the
book format which had been used for the longest period of time
in the Chinese history. It was the main writing tool before the
invention of paper making and before the popularization of the
paper. Jian was also used as an important reference on the study of
the scripts of the state of Chu in the Warring States period and of
the calligraphy in the early years of the Western Han Dynasty.
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Wooden Slips of the Three kingdoms
Period

Today, the Great Wall has already
lost its original military value. However,
bearing more than two thousand years
of feudal history in China, it is just
like an encyclopedia describing to the
world about the developments and
the achievements made by the ancient
Chinese in political, economical,
architectural and other fields, having a
high scientific, historical and cultural

value.



