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Preface (L

In Search of
Ethnic Cultural
Aesthetics

have been fascinated by Ethnic Miao cultures
since | first aided the publication of “Ethnic Miao
Embroidery” by Mr. Zeng Xianyang and his
daughter Mrs. Zeng Li. I attribute it for two reasons, the
irresistible charm of Ethnic Miao (Hmong) culture and the
deep philosophical view about the origin of the world and

civilization within it. So this second publication on “Ethnic

Miao Costumes™ is the continuation of my appreciation of

the Ethnic Miao culture.

Ethnic Miaos or Hmongs, as one member in
the Chinese ethnicities, with their distinctive ancient
traditions, inherits their aesthetic values from forgotten
times. Ethnic Miao Costumes brings back to us the ages-
long feelings in their aesthetics.

If what we did for Ethnic Miao cultures is out of the
duty, this time we do it from the depth of our hearts for
the culture’s sake only.

Culture is said to be a spiritual banner or the soul
of an ethnicity and in my eyes, it is the core values and
spiritual characteristics which the relevant people wish
to keep and pass down. For the Ethnic Miaos who live
in mountainous areas after a long history of incessant
migration, what are their spiritual characteristics?
Perseverance, resilience, strong-mindedness, undying
hope and love for the beauty even in hardships. In
the colorful embroideries and costumes of the Ethnic
Miaos we see the soul of their culture and their spiritual

characteristics.

Beauty in such forms is beyond the description of

the speeches. And the only thing we can do is to try our
best to preserve this beauty for our future.

[ often ponder, without the cultural diversity and
prosperity, a nation with only economic strength is not
full. The rising of China must be accompanied by the
cultural renaissance. The Chinese culture and civilization
including the Ethnic Miao culture as part of it, is one
important part of the world civilization and culture as a

whole.
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Renaissance is not possible without inheritance
and preservation. So I am in the opinion that the cultural
conservation and promotion is based on protection. This is
our duty for the future and for the renaissance of Chinese
culture.

Mr. Zeng devoted his energy and attention to the
preserving of the Ethnic Miao costumes in photographing,
collecting and studying them since 1970s and now his
daughter Mrs. Zeng carries on her father’s will and made
some new ways. This is also a family inheritance of the
efforts to the protection of Ethnic Miao culture. We are
moved into action.

I am grateful for the careful and strict execution and
collaboration in this cultural project by the Pensioners for
Rural Development Foundation, Guizhou. This picture book
is kept at highest professional standards in historical facts
check, content selection, image, cover and book designing
and printing. These joint efforts also reflect the love for the
Ethnic Miao culture direct from the hearts.

Gratitude also goes to the people including volunteers
who have contribute to the study, and the preservation of the

Ethnic Miao cultures.

Jan 14, 2011
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Miao
Costume

he traditional clothing of the Miao people is the most beautiful, and

most unusual, in the world. It reflects the order of Miao society, and

in its symbolism provides a way for them to maintain the knowledge
of their history. | haven't seen any other ethnic group in the world that records
their history in the same manner. It occurs to me with a tinge of regret that,
if over the last few thousand years, the Miao had invested in language the
same time and feeling that went into their clothing, it would have produced
an enormous epic. However, lamentably, God did not give that fortune to
the Miao. Like all nationalities that lack a written language, the Miao strive
to keep their memories in a place that is closest to their spirits. The clothing
communicates with their bodies.

Thinking about Zeng Xianyang's Miao Costume. | feel the passing of a
generation. Although 30 years is not a long time in a Miao village, and some
things remained unchanged, the individuals were different. Zeng's daughter
returned to the Miao lands to take photos for a new edition of Miao Costume.
Looking at it, I found that despite some changes, the Miao style of clothing
still shines across the expanse of space and time. They have maintained their
heritage across hundreds or perhaps thousands of years. A quick glance will
reveal that hundreds of different types of garments haven't changed in a
millennium. Across time and space, their patterns, stripes and colors -- as well
as they way they are displayed -- still evoke emotion.

Despite all this, this beautiful and graceful clothing is fading into history,
becoming a memory. In order to document and preserve this heritage, we offer
the new Miao Costume to our readers.

The photos in this album, taken by Zeng Xianyang and Zeng Li, were
recorded in the same place as the original work of 30 years earlier. As this
book only documents some small episodes and fragments of the changes in
Miao Costume, it offers little insight from an investigative or analytical point
of view. However, it illuminates and testifies to the changes in Miao dress over
three decades.

With the greatest respect for the Miao people, | intend to show the reader
the changes in Miao dress, and to share with them every delightful surprise
we found. | have always believed that Miao Costume represents the spirit of
humanity and the beauty of art, and that their expression has become more
distant in recent years. | see this book as a gift and an offering to the Miao --
showing the respect felt for them by Zeng Xianyang, the father, and Zeng Li,

the daughter.




o

Preface (3

Recordin
Beau

O LIS

EAER, Wik AR —HH AR
LM ek E AR e L. b
IR AZZ . BT IS5 . e
PEAERE S, RERIIOAE AR, JFLUXEE RIS
BRI R, SR A A AETE LR K
Zlu), TR RN HE AT B ERRE A
i, st — A RER S R, iERT%E
A —FhERo 2R R E. BN . @
FHRE . SOMBLIN I TS, BERA
3PN O PNG e R TG S VS
RN EEHFSIEE LSS
T 2% B 0 A < 7 S R B DA I B AZ 0
AR, AEAREFIE I iR S LR 3
1k

AR, KR b 0 TN
B, R AR A Bk s H B AR
fb. B 2aaRiE T &SR0
RN 2L, IR

STE ORI B H AR
MiETATR 2, i HA
a2 Guik NBIHE . (T2
't £ Ak b o 0 14495 S0 2 B0
VS R ERES Ok
e AT S FE R AP 5O it




—_ | i Ly pintian

FERAPRT G DLSEAG T OS2 45 1 AR L
feitt = eLica . BERALERS, RO
PEOR AR - TERENEE . AAIAT A B
AL ST N AV TIPS T8 S R AT SO U
IR A28 AR

{ERE P i 2 AR 24w L Bk
Bk 2 W IS 2 MM R R B Al
IFFF, RS AR A S AR iR
AEEBR I K AR S L Ak DU RSk ifitid
S WFCRE R RAR Y, T A S AL 2 A
e En Ciie) o XIRETEICR 1 e i
(e 4B, WEFE 74 HE A EESEERIL
ek, MAMERIC, TaEfeRfEm R

bt IRAT BB

(YEZAHREHE R . BRED R TE R T

EERERLER)

201147 H28 H

or thousands of years the ethnic Miao people

have been creating beautiful costumes

according to their aesthetics in daily life

and values. The costumes are thus weaved, tailored,

embroidered, wax-dyes and sewn in skillful ways

and put on in their daily life and work amongst the
mountains and by the creeks in shining beauty.

So the extraordinary wisdom and characteristics

displayed by the costumes reflect the cultural soul of

an ethnic group, with a touching charm. Stylish and

colorful the Miao costumes are the embodiment of their

AIAY

history and their values, their aspirations and aesthetics,
which are the vehicles for passing down the Ethnic Miao
cultures from generation to generation.

Nowadays the previously almost isolated ethnic
Miao communities hidden amongst mountains are
changing with the modernization process outside. So
the simple beauty of the Miao villages is phasing out,
together with the Miao costumes, from their daily life,
regrettably, just like all other traditional cultural forms
vis a vis the impact of modernization.

Miao costumes are on the list of protection of
non—material cultural heritage in China. Recording,
classifying and registration in the archive, in the video
and photo forms is important for the protection ,which
may add to the human cultural memories.

With the patron and support by Chen Yidan
Charitable Enterprise Ltd, Pensioners for Rural
Development Foundation, Guizhou and Guizhou
People” s Press, Zeng Li implemented her father’ s
will in hard travels recorded the Miao costumes and their
research. This is the Ethnic Miao Costumes, which is an
equally excellent work in comparison to her father’ s.

This book has the beauty discoveries in a female
angle of view, and also the current values and cultures
of the ethnic Miao today. This is good for promoting
and protecting of the non—material cultural heritages.

( Research Fellow National Academy of Art Member, Experts

Committee of National Committee of Non—Material Cultural
Heritage Protection )

July 28, 2011
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