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Foreword

Time is valuable to everyone. This picture album is
a record of the development of Xiamen city. By looking
at old photos we recall fond and pleasant memories of
our childhood. Being in the scenic modern port Xiamen
on the celebration of 30th anniversary of China's Reform
and Opening Up, we have the opportunity to recollect
the city's childhood. From these scenes of the past, special
memories and feelings well up our hearts. Xiamen's coastal
landscape and unique style may bring into our
imagination many hopes and dreams. That is the magic
of recollection of the city’s childhood.

After many years of hard work and researches,
supported by all aspects of the society, Xiamen Urban
Construction Archives accumulated an abundance of old
photos of Xiamen. These priceless historical photos
objectively and factually reflect a real Xiamen at that
time. The researchers from Xiamen Urban Construction
Archives carefully chose more than 600 valuable photos
from the thousands to compile this album. The album
covers urban landscape, harbor scenes, municipal
construction, life of the ordinary citizens and folk culture.
Through the old photos, readers can search and look
back at the city from its beginnings and understand the
course of the city's development during the past 100 years.
Located in China's southeast coast, Xiamen is an important
port. Its formation, growth and development have been
closely linked with a special period of time in China’s
history. Xiamen faces the ocean and the Island of Taiwan,
this unique geographical position gives Xiamen a
distinctive style.

During the century after the Opium War, Xiamen
experienced great changes With their wisdom and

diligence, the people of Xiamen built their own hometown.

Overseas Chinese who were successful in their careers
returned to Xiamen had invested massive funds in Xiamen
urban construction, school buildings, industry and business
trade. All of these can be considered the initial, modern
urban construction of Xiamen.

Benefiting from its location, Xiamen has inherited
traditional Chinese culture as well as adopting western
modern science. We can see this from these old photos.

A philosopher once said, * it is impossible to detain
time and childhood in the world.”
researchers from Xiamen Urban Construction Archives
have recreated that period of the early development of
the city by compiling this album.

However, the

“Summing up historical
experience and serving as reference for government”
has been a good idea in traditional Chinese culture.
Therefore, the significance of this album goes beyond
memories and appreciation. At this time of the 30 years
anniversary of China's Reform and Opening Up, the urban
archives and the rare photos provide a reference from
which we will plan and construct the beautiful coastal
city and yet protect and utilize the valuable historical
sites for the future. Looking at the old photos, we are
proud of the city's past achievements. Living in the modern
city of Xiamen, we are also proud of its present success.
Finally, we would like to give the city of Xiamen our best
wishes.

Ruan Yueguo
December 9, 2008
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Preface

It is a great and epoch-making event that
photography was emerged in westen countries in 1839.
Before then, people only wrote the historical records by
languages . Although some of drawings could reflect the
styles and features of history, in fact, only the photos could
display the best objective and true characteristics.

It was only few years after the invention of
photography, people used cameras in social life gradually.
Xiamen, as a small city in the southeast coast of China,
became one of the five treaty ports in 1843, Although this
is not a glorious event in Chinese modern histroy, it was
even a humiliation , because it was the outcome of the
Treaty of Nanjing. But sometimes the history would give
a slight light in the darkness. Due to its superior
geographical location on the southeast coast, westerners
began to board on this island with their cameras.

The ancient city images of Xiamen already existed
before the invention of photography. The Chinese people
in Qianlong era had already made topographic map
of Xiamen . While Westerners printed the view of Xiamen
port before the 16th century, the quantity of those were
very small Along with the development of Xiamen port,
people focused on this city all aspects of the daily life
and the cityscape by cameras. The beautiful sceneries
fascinated the photographers deeply. Since then, the
photographers took many photos to show the true history
of Xiamen in different characteristics of the times with
their own thoughts and views. The local people took those

photos as their home collection; With the emergence of
the Modern Post, these photos were published as Xiamen
landscape postcard and had been sent to all over the
world. Countless photos were brought to every corner of
the world by the travellers. The photos of Xiamen like the
treasure or peatrls were scattered to everwhere.

Who will string these precious “pearls” together?
In recent years, many specialists and enthusiasts of
Xiamen have been making efforts on this matter. The
Urban Construction Archives of Xiamen take it as our own
duty to collect these valuable historical pictures in the
past few years. We selected about 600 elegant photes
from the thousands , divided into 6 classes and complied
this picture album. This picture album has collected the
photos to reflect the development of urban construction
of Xiamen and the longest span of the history in Xiamen.

We named this picture album “Telling Xiamen in
Photos - Recollections of the City's Childhood” . We hope
it could serve as a gift to the people of Xiamen, to the
people of the country, to the dear overseas Chinese and
Taiwan compatriots. We sincerely hope this book can
provide the reliable and true reference to the experts
and scholars engaged in urban planning, construction
and management as well as those engaged In historical
research of Xiamen city construction and to all who love
and appreciate Xiamen.
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Located on the southwest of Xiamen at 24° 26-27N
and 118° 03-04E, Gulangyu is a beautiful small islet
with 1.71 square kilometers. It looks roughly like an
ellipse in bird's-eye view. There were sands on

Gulangyus seaside, so it was called “Round Sandy
island” or “Yuan Zhou Zi” , and renamed Gulangyu
in Ming Dynasty. After Opium War, the Qing
government was forced to sign  “Treaty of Nanking”
with Great Britain in 1842, Xiamen consequently
became one of five Chinese ports which were opend
to Western trade and residence. Britain, America,
Germany, France and Japan set their Consulates on
Gulangyu. In 1902, the “Land Regulations for the
Settlement of Kulangsu, Amoy” , and its attached
were formally approved, a Mixed Court and Municipal
Council led by Britain they were established to act
as administrative and judicial bodies. Thereatfter,
Gulangyu became an international concession.

19255, BORIS—E[TER
A panoramic view of Guangyu and Xiamen in 1925
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In the 1880s, an overlook of Gulangyu from Shenggi Hill
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In the 1880s, the area around Sangiutian, Gulangyu
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Gangzaihou at the end of 19th century
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The beach of Gangzaihou at the end of 19th century
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The beach of Gulangyu at the end of 19th century
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An area of Sangiutian, Gulangyu at the end of 19th century
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In the 1890s, Gulangyu
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