i | , .L&s r ' | | JIWN M} }l i
_:: ! i . “l WL L ] | | ;

2 i i
b I L . T3] = ¥ i
; 5 | i | m«. Vil lm A A ATAF L8 u'-n n'rn |rm W E:v 4 i
- r [P TS A= 1s :. W h\a-,-wl-lq \r,-\.u‘a W G T et i E ﬂ ;’ i {T\*frn:f :r‘rf If‘rft;‘lflhf |f1f 3 i :?E i lfgﬂr 2
1 T . 1 B I . I : % AT - Ty " : | l i
: :

® ) :
miCElEmpINmTe g Y

Jge B (Prospect) 4= [E] 5 S A i 2l A RS im0

e [E] P S e

( & 30 )

EERR E£%

|

Introduction to British
Hstory and C 7/[2’”217 s

I L .
( fr",.-:."‘ ,:'ﬁ 7 ".f" | f-'l’ 7 )

University v of Intemational Business and Economics Press

@ X 5h &5 B 5 K5 R



Ji2 22 (Prospect) 4= [H] 5 2 B A% JEiE 4\l R 51K b 806

o [ Py 3 SCAR RO« i)

Introduction to British
History and Cultures

( English Edition)

o B
H.l,
5 8 W

XA 5 5y Rz
HE - b



EBEREE (CIP) HiE

e [ Iy s SCAR MRS : S / IR 4. —dbat
o XPAMETE RS R AL, 2012

JE& B( Prospect) 4[] iy ¢ B M S i Ll AR S i 2L
¥

ISBN 978-7-5663-0525-1

[.@O% - 0. O#F- . OWkFE - WS - 55
R - HobE @3k - BefE V. OH319.4: K

AR P A3 0 CIP Bdlad s (2012) 55 256402 5

© 2012 & XIEFRSKFEHMATHREZIT

WAL e EEN R

KEHEXUBER (%)
Introduction to British
History and Cultures ( English Edition)
Foeak FH
EERE: & OE B M

PO NP IR i 7 B NI il i
Je T IR AR 10 5 HREcgwAS: 100029
HERGHLTE: 010 -64492338  RATHFHLIS: 010 —64492342
P4k http: //www. uibep. com E-mail: uibep@ 126. com

INRB VT L FERIA BRA R BN FreBE e atg AT ir ki
R RS 185mm x230mm 20 Eigk 525 T
2012 4F 11 FA4UITAE 1 Bl 2012 4F 11 345 1 WRERRI

ISBN 978-7-5663-0525-1
Ep%: 0001 -3 000 it &EHr: 37.00 T



iR

“JEH (Prospect) 4[5 55 B vtk Tl RAUKE G BOM 7 tHRHAME BT BE B R 27 th i
WG 2 PR H s AR RS HE S o BOM AR B0 4 AR B AL S L b v, P 28R o 0%
N MERIEE RS, ARG RE. TS S8 U, RS I, AR YT
T B AL T TV BT T BB OB 2 VR AR, I 707075 18 38 TR S v 20 7 (1) b DX 2 S AN ] e
REGeTE LR i, DB ECE R AL S 2 R

& RYNVBMAE NG b e T 8 A ARSI SRt 7 R, B 72 B 4T T
LT SRR, 'S ERAE NIRRT SR B Re T, R A
FIUBHFRE IR SC . B ERTE, B m L N, A2 2 0 Bk FR DT AR 7
BB LT INA .

KRBV EH VR R b B2 Bhatr Sk NR—Z AT 2001, 200 78 70 AR B 1 24 4 K2 i
TNV B B DT K. BART AR GERDETEEAE 1-4) . GEtoaBEEft s S A1
1-4) (BT 120 (U8B T 120 COBMNT i) COSIBTYTE 1-2), (/N oE 3
FERBAFED . CRFIPIHBEARE CGB RO CRFDERH R EFE) (DEBEEE). (FARE
WICEAEFN CGE=O) (ERIETELFIEE) . (LR IEERE). (R EIE D). (F
SHEEAE) . (AR ER) CEBRRT ALY CoRSEE MDY (O Sy s ), (G
B S22 00 KO SCAR Mk 1) (S OB SO R ) . (OB 5 ) (et
T SR ) %

AR PPT BT (Rl R 80, RIS HM A SRF UG #0275 s MP3 D6,
WA LARE A YR AN R VBT BNE 3% http://www.uibep.com/ T 2.

K ARG G5 5 K2 A AN P A Sk
2012 4210 H



Preface

»

ra. pp—
Hi =]

PR HCF IR TE 5, RS . EEE A NRERKPEARTRH: 55 AR 3
M AEAE. " (Sapir, 1921) ¥ 5 2 SO, A ROGHA 15 CURR ) AU 2D IR SCA 15 53¢
ATV GEARE B RSO 5 SB35 S B B QA 5 K LB AT S I Z- 0, X106
TLEAR AR SE [ FIAE S SO S, S A S SO A BRI BUR K Y R
B A BRI BRI ST ISR, FRE [ bl oA S aEH a2, Wi, #%
AT BT B I3 SEAME FTRERE AT B HTR I A A 75K H 258 U1, 2004 4, [E 5K
HEWESERE A AN CRAEFTERBEBER) W24 “ SRR IR
PEEAE T, WA IEH T IR SRR SR A R S IR B SRR E
Lo WAV, FHEREIINENA DF 7055 T il HAE S E K50, A BeEIE A 80t
HERETIR, EE TR, BEINA M X T E S T, R E s Sty (9
RO A (SR P S SCRRILY CRSCRRD OW AR5 51 2 R ok, 2010 4ERO B AHIR G
SENe T TR I s SO ENIR S 28 S TR TR B R R AR A A A AR, SRR R Tk R
a5 TR R S A 5 g S R AR IR B B D B Bk

A “CUUANAA” (PSR EZE A SEBR R, AASIR] 7 1 1) 5285 A 41 0 [ ) )y 5
536G . AR UG E Py s SR R e R, RN DL 25 B s R i [ M, BRI
b EHEE, WEEMHRIN. AR SSHIERE S AR, EEI T E MR T A& DL &
AR Py s SCBRBE R, ZradifI e MUY S LS eh, BB ot KA AR i A 9
FE| sk SO BR IR oAt 22 ST ok i, AN HERAE — A T g [E L LR st SCA iR TT R AT |
Ja R R ) R AP o I A A 2% )R] LLgE— 20 Gk v [ 22 A0k g[8 by s Sk T, JTE
T s RS T R E SO Ry, 0 2 AR (R SO, B b 2R A B R A R
P U SRR RE . RS 218 S0 7F www.uibep.com 3 T £

AAS T LU Ky s T AR PR ——0 (B S0k g g s 7 1 (1) B MRk, tn] DA
A e A AR AT TV AR AR NI A A R BERANZ B 8h, o mT it sk 2 el o [
SR T ARG o ] [ 58T S 1 2 A R A B s o) e [ g B 5 SO A )2 ) SR R R R 1



2 REDLEXXEER (TR )

B

APHERGR L, £5 . REI TG, BRIk il sk BRI EAES . A,
PR KA OB Sy, g, TSRS . R GRS, RATIKER
Tredk, (HRRTR SN RN R, EAZ MBS, B RS AR AT
AFIRIE, DRSS % .

£S5
201247 H
B RS R TTI
Hi IS : dongxiaobo@163.com



Contents

H %

Chapter 1 Origin and History 1
Text A The Origin and History of the UK 1
Text B Elizabeth | of England 7
Supplementary Reading Song to the Men of England 14
Knowledge Expansion Kings and Queens of England and Great Britain 15

Chapter 2 Climate and Territory 19
Text A Climate of the United Kingdom 19
Text B Geography of the United Kingdom 25
Supplementary reading | Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 31
Knowledge Expansion Relevant Knowledge of the United Kingdom 32

Chapter 3 System of Government and Political Parties 33
Text A The System of Government of the United Kingdom 33
Text B Political Parties of the United Kingdom 40
Supplementary Reading  Elizabeth II 46
Knowledge Expansion The Monarch’s Power of the United Kingdom 47
The Prime Minister’s Power 48

Chapter 4 Laws and Rules 49
Text A The Constitution of the United Kingdom 49
Text B The Sources of the Constitution of United Kingdom 60
Supplementary Reading The Legal System of the United Kingdom 68
Knowledge Expansion List of Justices of the Supreme Court of the
United Kingdom 71

Chapter 5 Industrial Revolution 75

Text A A General Introduction to Industrial Revolution 75
Text B Technological Developments in Britain during Industrial Revolution 82
Supplementary Reading  Social Effects of Industrial Revolution on Great Britain 91

Knowledge Expansion Joseph Whitworth 96

Chapter 6 Two World Wars 101
Text A History of the United Kingdom during World War | 101



2 REDLEXXEER (TR )

Text B Great Britain, from World War | to World War Il 112
Supplementary Reading Churchill’s Speech: We Shall Fight Them on the Beaches
Knowledge Expansion Winston Churchill 121

Chapter 7 Education 123
Text A British Education System 123
Text B Universities in the United Kingdom 131
Supplementary Reading The University of Oxford 137
Knowledge Expansion Stephen Hawking 140

Chapter 8 Economy and Social Welfare 143
Text A An Introduction to British Economy 143
Text B Healthcare in the United Kingdom 150
Supplementary Reading Economy of London 156
Knowledge Expansion Keynesian Economics 159

Chapter 9 Press, Radio and Television 161
Text A Introduction to British Media 161
Text B British Newspapers 167
Supplementary Reading  British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 173
Knowledge Expansion British Academy of Film and Television Arts 176

Chapter 10 English Literature and Poems 179
Text A Development of British Literature and Poems 179
Text B Shakespeare 185
Supplementary Reading J. K. Rowling 193
Knowledge Expansion Sonnet 14 196

Chapter 11 Religion and Beliefs 197
Text A Christianity 197
Text B Church of England 202
Supplementary Reading St Paul’s Cathedral 207
Knowledge Expansion List of Church of England Dioceses 210

Chapter 12 Scenic Spots and Historical Sites 213
Text A Hyde Park 213
Text B Buckingham Palace 217
Supplementary Reading  British Museum 221
Knowledge Expansion Top 10 London Attractions 228

Chapter 13 Holidays and Festivals 233
Text A British Holidays and Festivals 233
Text B Easter 244
Supplementary Reading Valentine’s Day 248

120



Contents B3

Knowledge Expansion List of British Holidays and Celebrations 250

Chapter 14 Manners and Courtesies in Social Life 255
Text A British Etiquette 255
Text B Superstitions in Britain 260
Supplementary Reading DOS and DON’TS (Taboos) in England 264
Knowledge Expansion English Afternoon Tea Etiquette 266

Chapter 15 Social Problems and Future 269
Text A ‘Social Evils’ and ‘Social Problems’ in Britain 269
Text B The UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy 275
Supplementary Reading Depression is UK’s Biggest Social Problem 282
Knowledge Expansion What Sports Do You Play in Britain? 283

Appendices
Appendix 1: Lists of Dynasties and Monarchs in British History 287
Appendix 2: Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom 292
Appendix 3: Major Events in UK History 295
Appendix 4: Shires of the United Kingdom 298
Appendix 5: UK’s National Anthem 299
Appendix 6: List of British Nobel Laureates 300
Appendix 7: National and Subnational Flags of the United Kingdom 305
Appendix 8: Currency and Banking of the United Kingdom 305
Appendix 9: History of British Literature 306
Appendix 10: British Educational System 306

References 2 %3k 308



Chapter

Origin and History

Q Text A The Origin and History of the UK

g iz

F B £ —HAE RIS F e . KEAMRARFIMAAE RZEESEE (the
Untied Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ). B £ X R3] 81 & Eeg3ass £, 54
2. BRAEFERLE LA E R LZWERSFRS D BHAR, mENEDG R LR AD
Evg /- RIREG 0 KRR 1535 FRREmA M Z L E M —H 5, 1707 F 7548253k
e ZEXGHARTIMER, 1800 F KA MEE o RLZEFRAKXTINIME ZRZL
WKEEE, 192252 REEAERT, ERLZLIFMEAKRESIEAA,

Prehistory and Antiquity

According to John T. Koch and others, England in the Late Bronze Age was part of a
maritime trading-networked culture that included all of Britain and also Ireland, France, Spain
and Portugal. During the Iron Age, Celtic culture arrived from Central Europe. Society was tribal
and there were around 20 different tribes in the area. However, earlier divisions are unknown
because the Britons were not literate. Like other regions on the edge of the Empire, Britain had
long enjoyed trading links with the Romans. Julius Caesar of the Roman Republic attempted to
invade twice in 55 BC; although largely unsuccessful, he managed to set up a client king.

The Romans invaded Britain in 43 AD during the reign of Emperor Claudius, subsequently
conquering much of Britain, and the area was incorporated into the Roman Empire as Britannia
province. Christianity was first introduced around this time, though there are traditions linked to
Glastonbury claiming an introduction through Joseph of Arimathea, while others claim through
Lucius of Britain. By 410, as the empire declined, Britain was left exposed by the withdrawal of
Roman army units, to defend the frontiers in continental Europe and take part in civil wars.
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Middle Ages

Roman military withdrawals left Britain open to invasion by pagan, seafaring warriors from
north-western continental Europe, chiefly the Angles, Saxons and Jutes who had long raided the
coasts of the Roman province and now began to settle. During the settlement period the lands
ruled by the incomers seem to have been fragmented into numerous tribal territories. Over the
following centuries this process of political consolidation continued and the native royal
dynasty was restored with the accession of Edward the Confessor in 1042.

A dispute over the succession to Edward led to the Norman conquest of England in 1066,
accomplished by an army led by Duke William of Normandy. This conquest led to the almost
total dispossession of the English elite and its replacement by a new French-speaking aristocracy,
whose speech had a profound and permanent effect on the English language.

The House of Plantagenet from Anjou inherited the English throne under Henry I, adding
England to the budding Angevin Empire of fiefs the family had inherited in France. They reigned
for three centuries, proving noted monarchs such as Richard |, Edward |, Edward Il and Henry V.
The period saw changes in trade and legislation, including the signing of the Magna Carta, an
English legal charter used to limit the sovereign s powers by law and protect the privileges of
freemen. Catholic monasticism flourished, providing philosophers and the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge were founded with royal patronage. The Principality of Wales became a
Plantagenet fief during the 13th century and the Lordship of Ireland was gifted to the English
monarchy by the Pope. During the 14th century, the Plantagenet and House of Valois both
claimed to be legitimate claimants to House of Capet and with it France the two powers
clashed in the Hundred Years War. The Black Death epidemic hit England, starting in 1348, it
eventually killed up to half of England s inhabitants. From 1453 to 1487 civil war between two
branches of the royal family occurred the Yorkists and Lancastrians  known as the Wars of the
Roses. Eventually it led to the Yorkists losing the throne entirely to a Welsh noble family the
Tudors, a branch of the Lancastrians headed by
Henry Tudor who invaded with Welsh and Breton . P
mercenaries, gaining victory at the Battle of ;v?'.\\
Bosworth Field where the Yorkist king Richard 11l ¥
was killed.

Early Modern = gy, i 2 e

During the Tudor period, the Renaissance i ¥ \ : f y 7
reached England through Italian courtiers, who N o34 | %
reintroduced artistic, educational and scholarly
debate from classical antiquity. During this time
England began to develop naval skills, and
exploration to the West intensified.

Henry VIII broke from communion with the :
Catholic Church, over issues relating to divorce, The Royal Coat of Arms of England
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under the Acts of Supremacy in 1534 which proclaimed the monarch head of the Church of
England. In contrast with much of European Protestantism, the roots of the split were more
political than theological. However, there were internal religious conflicts during the reigns of
Henry s daughters, Mary | and Elizabeth I. The former brought the country back to Catholicism,
while the later broke from it again, more forcefully asserting the supremacy of Anglicanism.

During the Elizabethan period, an English fleet defeated an invading Spanish Armada.
Competing with Spain, the first English colony in the Americas was founded in 1585 in Virginia
and named Roanoke. With the East India Company, England also competed with the Dutch and
French in the East. The political structure of the island was changed in 1603, when the Stuart
James VI of Scotland, a kingdom which was a long time rival, inherited the throne of England as
James | creating a personal union. He styled himself King of Great Britain, although this had no
basis in English law.

However, based on conflicting political, religious and social positions, the English Civil
War was fought between the supporters of Parliament and those of King Charles I, known as
Roundheads and Cavaliers respectively. This was an interwoven part of the wider multifaceted
Wars of the Three Kingdoms, involving Scotland and Ireland. The Parliamentarians were
victorious, Charles | was executed and the kingdom replaced with the Commonwealth. Leader
of the Parliament forces, Oliver Cromwell declared himself Lord Protector in 1653, a period of
personal rule followed. After Cromwell s death, and his son Richard s resignation as Lord
Protector, Charles Il was invited to return as monarch in 1660 with the Restoration. It was now
constitutionally established that King and Parliament should rule together, though Parliament
would have the real power. This was established with the Bill of Rights in 1689. Among the
statutes set down were that the law could only be made by Parliament and could not be
suspended by the King, and the King could not impose taxes or raise an army without prior
approval by Parliament.

The Great Fire of London in 1666 gutted the City of London but it was rebuilt shortly
afterwards. In Parliament two factions had emerged the Tories and Whigs. The former were
royalists while the latter were classical liberals. Though the Tories initially supported Catholic
King James Il, some of them, along with the Whigs, deposed him in the Revolution of 1688 and
invited Dutch prince William Il to become monarch. After the parliaments of England and
Scotland agreed, the two countries joined in political union, to create the Kingdom of Great
Britain in 1707. To accommodate the union, institutions such as the law and national church of
each remained separate.

Late Modern and Contemporary

Under the newly formed Kingdom of Great Britain, output from the Royal Society and other
English initiatives combined with the Scottish Enlightenment to create innovations in science
and engineering. This paved the way for the establishment of the British Empire. Domestically it
drove the Industrial Revolution, a period of profound change in the socioeconomic and cultural
conditions of England, resulting in industrialized agriculture, manufacture, engineering and
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mining, as well as new and pioneering road, rail and water networks to facilitate their expansion
and development.

During the Industrial Revolution, many workers moved from England s countryside to new
and expanding urban industrial areas to work in factories, for instance at Manchester and
Birmingham, dubbed “Warehouse City and Workshop of the World respectively. England
maintained relative stability throughout the French Revolution. Although Napoleon planned to
invade from the south-east, he failed by the British both at sea and on land. The Napoleonic
Wars fostered a concept of British land and a united national British people, shared with the
Scots and Welsh.

London became the largest and most populous metropolitan area in the world during the
Victorian era, and trade within the British Empire as well as the standing of the British military
and navy was prestigious. Power shifts in east-central Europe led to World War I; hundreds of
thousands of English soldiers died fighting for the United Kingdom as part of the Allies. Two
decades later, in World War Il, the United Kingdom was again one of the Allies. Following the
war, the British Empire experienced rapid decolonization, and there was a speeding up of
technological innovations; automobiles became the primary means of transport and Frank
White s development of the jet engine led to wider air travel. Residential patterns were altered
in England by private motoring, and by the creation of the National Health Service (NHS) in
1948. England s NHS provided publicly funded health care to all UK permanent residents free at
the point of need, being paid for from general taxation. Combined, these changes prompted the
reform of local government in England in the mid-20th century.

Since the 20th century there has been significant population movement to England, mostly
from other parts of the British Isles, but also from the Commonwealth, particularly the Indian
subcontinent. Since the 1970s there has been a large move away from manufacturing and an
increasing emphasis on the service industry. As part of the United Kingdom, the area joined a
common market initiative called the European Economic Community which became the
European Union. Since the late 20th century the administration of the United Kingdom has
moved towards devolved governance in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. England and
Wales continues to exist as a jurisdiction within the United Kingdom. Devolution has stimulated
a greater emphasis on a more English-specific identity and patriotism. There is no devolved
English government, but an attempt to create a similar system on a sub-regional basis was
rejected by referendum.

Words and Expressions

invade [in'veid] vt &vi. 2% 12 £; 12K, AN

pagan [peigon] adj. FF3K4Y; FHAEE) 0. FFEME RRBAWH
accession [®k’se<on] n. 3Aw; FHIR; FlX v BIEAM
succession [sok'se<ton] n. 4 4k{%; 4R HEK
dispossession [dispaze<ton] n. F|F; IRiE; 5% & R F

Dbk w D=



21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Chapter 1 Origin and History 5

elite [eilitt] n H3%; AF4; FRHF

aristocracy [ri‘stokrosi] n. Wik, RAkLIE; EEAEA; AU
monarch [monok] n BE, F3I1; ROkt H

reign [rein] vi. %ig; XBe;, BAT; B n 4s; Gosed; e

. sovereign [soverin] adj. 2FH R L, AEARY n BE;, RIiE; ROKLEH
. monasticism [monastisizom] n. MSHERARE; BRI, HE; BISHE

. patronage [peatronid /] n. #8h; KB, 1EFEAX

. fief [fif] n #HH, K&

. epidemic [epidemik] adj. WATEY; HREE n FdA; RATR; R FeRAT
. assert [oseit] vi. ZEAP, B BiE; EK;, EAR

. supremacy [sjupremasi] n. HiiX; EHALL; IR, RGHHAL

. respectively [ri'spektivli] adv. 5-5\H#; 2 A3, Tk HH

. restoration [restorei<ton] n. V& E; HAx; AEE JAiE

. suspend [so’spend] vt &vi. 3L, R EHAF; BT

cgut [gat]l n. WRE; BT Bl REE; Bk v BB AR ad. Mg AR, AR

A8y

initiative [ini<tiotiv] n. E3hA; BAAEAT adi. £3hth; A K, R
innovation [inou'vei<ton] n. A)FF, F I FHH ik

dub [dab] . B #.5; 3TH; BIHRST o HAE

metropolitan [metra'politon] adj. KART49; K EHIER G, FELEH
prestigious [pre’stid “os] adj. B &, FHEEH

decolonization [di:kolonaizei<ton] n. FFFARKIAL, FARKIML G 510
subcontinent [sabkontinont] n. K K&

jurisdiction [.d Sueris'dik<ton] n. 8)iEAR, FHIR, FIER; KR, R
patriotism [’patriotizom] n. BEEX; FE.S, &FEAFA

referendum [reforendom] n ARIXLZER; INEHTH

A Notes

The Norman conquest of England began on 28 September 1066 with the invasion of England
by William, Duke of Normandy, who became known as William the Conqueror after his victory at
the Battle of Hastings on 14 October 1066, defeating the king Harold II of England. The Norman
Conquest was a pivotal event in English history. It largely removed the native ruling class,
replacing it with a foreign, French-speaking monarchy, aristocracy, and clerical hierarchy. This, in
turn, brought about a transformation of the English language and the culture of England in a new
era often referred to as Norman England.

The House of Plantagenet was a royal house founded by Geoffrey V of Anjou, father of Henry II
of England. Plantagenet kings first ruled the Kingdom of England in the 12th century. Their
paternal ancestors originated in the French province of Gatinais and gained the County of Anjou
through marriage during the 11th century. The dynasty accumulated several other holdings,
building the Angevin Empire which at its peak stretched from the Pyrenees to Ireland and the
border with Scotland.

The Hundred Years’ War was a series of wars waged from 1337 to 1453 by the House of Valois
and the House of Plantagenet, also known as the House of Anjou, for the French throne, which
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had become vacant upon the extinction of the senior Capetian line of French kings. The House of
Valois claimed the title of King of France, while the Plantagenets claimed the thrones of both
France and England. The Plantagenet kings were the 12th-century rulers of the Kingdom of
England, and had their roots in the French regions of Anjou and Normandy:.

The Wars of the Roses were a series of dynastic civil wars for the throne of England fought
between supporters of two rival branches of the royal House of Plantagenet: the houses of
Lancaster and York (the “red” and the “white” rose, respectively). They were fought in several
sporadic episodes between 1455 and 1485, although there was related fighting both before and
after this period. The final victory went to a relatively remote Lancastrian claimant, Henry Tudor,
who defeated the last Yorkist king Richard III and married Edward IV’s daughter Elizabeth of
York to unite the two houses. The House of Tudor subsequently ruled England and Wales for 117
years.

Oliver Cromwell (JLAE R R) (25 April 1599—3 September 1658) was an English military and
political leader who overthrew the English monarchy and temporarily turned England into a
republican Commonwealth, and ruled England, Scotland and Ireland. Cromwell was one of the
commanders of the New Model Army which defeated the royalists in the English Civil War. After
the execution of King Charles I in 1649, Cromwell dominated the short-lived Commonwealth of
England, conquered Ireland and Scotland, and ruled as Lord Protector from 1653 until his death in
1658.

The Victorian era of the United Kingdom was the period of Queen Victoria’s reign from 20
June 1837 until her death on 22 January 1901. It was a long period of prosperity for the British
people. The era is often characterized as a long period of peace, known as the Pax Britannica, and
economic, colonial, and industrial consolidation, temporarily disrupted by the Crimean War,
although Britain was at war every year during this time. Towards the end of the 19th century, the
policies of New Imperialism led to increasing colonial conflicts and eventually the
Anglo-Zanzibar War and the Boer War. Domestically, the agenda was increasingly liberal with a
number of shifts in the direction of gradual political reform and the widening of the voting
franchise.

h Exercises

Vocabulary Building

Match the following words with their definitions within each group of five words.
monarch belonging to or typical of a large busy city

assert love for your country

initiative to state an opinion forcefully

patriotism the first movement or action which starts something happening
metropolitan a ruler of a state

sovereign power which is greater than any other

succession to hang from above

supremacy a king or queen

suspend a large mass of land made up of a number of different countries

subcontinent the act of being the next person with the right to a particular position
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Translate the following phrases into English.

RIS BTAX

R eeeee H IR i K A vk
WAL Treeeeen

_5 ...... ﬁ&‘);kkb

2K, BFAMEF
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Comprehension of the text
Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the passage.
Julius Caesar of the Roman Republic once attempted to invade in 55 BC; although largely

unsuccessful, he managed to set up a client king. ( )
Christianity was first introduced around 43 AD by the Romans. ( )
The Norman conquest of England accomplished by an army led by Duke William of Normandy
occurred in 1066, which had a profound and permanent effect on the English language. ( )
The Black Death epidemic hit England, starting in 1348; it eventually killed up to two thirds of
England’s inhabitants. ( )
Over issues relating to divorce, Henry VIII broke from communion with the Catholic Church
proclaimed himself the head of the Church of England. ( )
During the Elizabethan period, an English fleet defeated an invading Dutch Armada. ( )
It was now constitutionally established that King and Parliament should rule together, and King
have the real power. ( )
Industrial Revolution was a period of profound change in the socioeconomic and cultural
conditions of England. ( )
Although Napoleon planned to invade England, it failed and fostered a concept of a united
national British people, shared with the Scots and Welsh. ( )
In the World War I, the United Kingdom was as part of the Allies, while in World War 11, it was
not. ( )

Q Text B Elizabeth | of England

f#m 7 & —# (Elizabeth 1, 153349 A 7 H—1603 %3 A 24 A ), F 1558 % 11 A
17 B2 16033 fl 24 EERMZIBfERELE, ZAFIANE AL EIRE
BE, WG RIE, B AARA “FRE”, B MR A HARKET EA LM% —,
W B 2300 FA ML GIE G, AR LZRABMREBERGE RZ—., LML E
SLHIE AR T —ANTRME, JAILE T eI, B EAT « AR AR E LAY, EE
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Elizabeth | (7 September 1533—24 March 1603) was queen regnant of England and Ireland
from 17 November 1558 until her death. Sometimes called The Virgin Queen, Gloriana, or
Good Queen Bess, Elizabeth was the fifth and last monarch of the Tudor dynasty. The daughter
of Henry VIII, she was born a princess, but her mother, Anne Boleyn, was executed two and a
half years after her birth, and Elizabeth was declared illegitimate. Her half-brother, Edward VI,
bequeathed the crown to Lady Jane Grey, cutting his half-sisters out of the succession. His will
was set aside. Lady Jane Grey was executed, and in 1558 Elizabeth succeeded the Catholic
Mary |, during whose reign she had been imprisoned for nearly a year on suspicion of
supporting Protestant rebels.

Elizabeth set out to rule by good counsel, and she depended heavily on a group of trusted
advisers led by William Cecil, Baron Burghley. One of her first moves as queen was to support
the establishment of an English Protestant church, of which she became the Supreme Governor.
This Elizabethan Religious Settlement held firm throughout her reign and later evolved into
today s Church of England. It was expected that Elizabeth would marry, but despite several
petitions from parliament and numerous courtships, she never did. The reasons for this outcome
have been much debated. As she grew older, Elizabeth became famous for her virginity, and a
cult grew up around her, which was celebrated in the portraits, pageants, and literature of the
day.

In government, Elizabeth was more moderate than her father and siblings. One of her
mottoes was video et taceo ( | see, and say nothing ). This strategy, viewed with impatience
by her counselors, often saved her from political and marital misalliances. Though Elizabeth was
cautious in foreign affairs and only half-heartedly supported a number of ineffective, poorly
resourced military campaigns in the Netherlands, France and Ireland, the defeat of the Spanish
Armada in 1588 associated her name forever with what is popularly viewed as one of the
greatest victories in English history. Within 20 years of her death, she was celebrated as the ruler
of a golden age, an image that retains its hold on the English people.

The Elizabethan era was a time associated with Queen Elizabeth | s reign and is often
considered to be the golden age in English history. It was the height of the English Renaissance
and saw the flowering of English poetry, music and literature. This was also the time famous
above all for the flourishing of English drama, led by playwrights such as William Shakespeare,
Christopher Marlowe and many others composed plays that broke free of England s past style of
theatre.

It was also an age of exploration and expansion abroad, which was famous for the seafaring
prowess of English adventurers. The one great rival was Spain, with which England clashed both
in Europe and the Americas in skirmishes that exploded into the Anglo-Spanish War of
1585—1604. An attempt by Philip Il of Spain to invade England with the Spanish Armada in



