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As the saying goes, “If an old dog barks, he gives
counsel.”

Old men, who walk more roads, eat more rice,
read more books, have more experiences, enjoy more
happiness, and endure more sufferings, are experi-
enced and knowledgeable, with rich life experience.
Thus, what they say is mostly wise counsel, and young
people should listen to them,



The Spring and Autumn (770-476 BC) and Warring
States (475-221 BC) periods of Chinese history were a
golden age for ancient Chinese thought. In those peri-
ods, various schools of thought, together with many sa-
ges whose names bore the honorific suffix “Zi,” e-
merged and contended, including the Taoist school,
Confucian school, Mohist school, school of Logicians,
Legalist school, Military school and Yin-Yang school.
Numerous and well known, these schools of thought
were as brilliant as the Milky Way.

Later representatives of these schools of thought
flocked to the Jixia Academy of the State of Qi. Duke
Xuan of Qi was an enlightened ruler, famous for making
an ugly but brilliant woman his wife. The duke provided
board and lodging, as well as government subsidies for
experts and scholars coming to give lectures, and never
inquired about their backgrounds. For those willing to
hold official positions, the duke appointed them guest
officials, built mansions for them and paid them high sal-
aries. Those unwilling to take up official posts were kept
on as advisors. This was an era when “one hundred
schools of thought contended and a hundred flowers
blossomed.” The scholars debated in forums, and
wrote books to expound their doctrines: Some preached
benevolence; some, righteousness; some, inaction;
some, absolute freedom; some, aversion to offensive
war; some, attack by stratagem; some, the goodness
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of man’s nature; some, the evil nature of man. Some
said that relatives were not relatives; some said that
horses were not horses; some urged the importance of
knowing oneself and one’s enemy; some said that be-
nevolence knew no enemy .... And they left behind
many splendid classic works of scholarship.

Unfortunately, this situation did not last long. When
Qin Shihuang (reigned 221-210 BC) united all the states
of China, and ruled as the First Emperor, his prime min-
ister, Li Si, ordered that all books except those on medi-
cine, fortune telling and tree planting be burned. So, all
poetry collections and the classics of the various schools
of thought were destroyed. Emperor Wu ( reigned
140-88BC) of the Western Han Dynasty made Confu-
cianism the orthodox doctrine of the state, while other
schools of thought, including the Taoist and Legalist
schools, were deemed heretical.

These other schools, however, managed to sur-
vive, and an abundance of their classical works have
been handed down to us. These classical works contain
many wise sayings and profound insights into philosoph-
ical theory which are still worthy of study today. We
have compiled these nuggets of wisdom uttered by old
men of the various ancient schools of thought into this
series Wise Men Talking, and added explanatory notes
and English translation for the benefit of both Chinese
and overseas readers fond of traditional Chinese cul-
ture.
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OB/ NI EfE (2)
Scorning large nations and belittling small ones, one’ s own

country will be in peril.

HETFHMmMETE (4)
(The wise monarchs in ancient times)led a humble life while

providing adequately for the people.

WMAKE, fimAKIESE (6]
Those who have a low status but never lose their dignity, who

suffer from adversity but still preserve their integrity . . .

EIREEE T, HRERESE (8]



The administrative ruler cannot enhance his prestige among other
states if he is too stubborn to take advice and despises people of

benevolence,

AREIANAER, SNEALIARSR (10]
A man who does not coerce the people of other states with military

force, or intimidate them with strength in numbers . ..

ARBUELLURFT, ABROILA A (12)
A man should not base his own code of conduct on his status;
nor decide his necessary degree of loyalty according to his own

position.. -

AEEIT, WRFRT, AT (14)

One should reveal a monarch’ s mistake by offering advice in his

presence but not propagating it.

ANUARKEZREEFERZM (16)
A monarch should not squander people’ s wealth owing to his

own indulgence in food and drink.

AHEBLRAIME, SNHEZLTT (18)
A wise monarch must not raise rewards for his personal pleasure,

nor increase punishments because of private vendettas.

ERTE, mik; O, Bix (20)



If a government official is virtuous , increase his salary; if he is

not, decrease it.

RN EE (22)
When the monarch wears a forbidding look at court, his subjects

will not dare to speak the truth.

FEBMAANEEIBZUF (24)
Examining crop cultivations in spring and offering help to those

in need, this inspection tour of the past monarchs is called “you”.

MEFHHRMARZIEZH, M TFTIARIEZE (26)
Indulging in visits to mountain scenery and riot thinking of return-

ing is called “lit”; indulging in visits to water scenery and not . -

thinking of returning is called “liGn”.

2%, T, K FARRZLASE (28]

A bottomless bamboo pipe, short as one cun, can never be filled

with grain though all the grain in the world be put-inside it.

EETARE, FEmMERE, BRI (30)
It is-an act of condoning corruption which goes against the sages’

teachings to have someone lacking in virtue enjoy a high salary

or someane injudicious live in plenty.



BAELUMA, BIRERUER (32)
If the ruller fails o get his people to cherish his morals and to

_have his politics benefit his people ... -

R AR, fETHNIEAR (34)
‘When one has morals and virtuous conduct, they should receive a
. salary; when one lacks morals and virtuous conduct, they should

return-it.

AT TiEER, BEMENT A (36)
Influencing other states by virtue and morality, treating the

people with affection and kindness . . .

WAL, AR[EERE (38)
Like lands are of different properties; people are of different

abilities.

Feit, RAWKZ, BRHETFHEE (40]
Rats find a safe place to live in the altar which is built by binding

the wood and then applying mud on it.

BMARE, RKREEZ (42)
To lead an abundant life yet not domineering, such a man has

‘never-been heard of.



w2 EH, EERLIEH (44)
Those who proclaimed themselves kings. in ancient times all had "

virtues that guaranteed social stability.

HZRE, WmAmAZYIL (46]
The wise monarchs in ancient times knew: there were common

people who were hungry while they themselves were full.

HHE SR THEG, BLETR (48)
in ancient times , the monarch could pray for blessings only when -

his policies followed the people's hearts.

Wk, RLLESAFE SR (50)
The function of drinking in ancient times was only to invigorate

blood circulation and entertain guests.

Wz PAECHE, Uiz AHEAT (52)
We should judge a man by observing his friends and his behaviors.

fEiEAR s, RUUEESR (54]
The cost of a coffin and funeral clothes should not be too high,

in case it becomes a burden on the living.

AR, EAHIE (56)
The nobles should not insult the commoners ; the rich should not*



be arrogant in front of the poor.

REBEAEE, BIEANTIE (58)
1f important ministers do not give good counsel and officials
-close to the monarch do not point out his mistakes . ..

EAFiE, Elidr (60)
If policies are virtuous and beneficial for the country, then they

must be carried out.

EH =4 (62]
A country has three evil omens.

EFE 22, LB (64)
A full.granary begins with a single sheng.

WEgGE, ARFAFLF] (66)]
Officials should implement good policies immediately without
intending to seek personal gain. -

WHBAE, #FHEEAR (68)
The monarch should employ the virtuous and capable as soon as
they are found, and after employing them:should never.neglect
them.



WEm#HZ, AFEB P (70)
Virtuous and capable people must be promoted., even if the

monarch disagrees with their advancement.

> PAH, mMEAET, RARERIL (72]
If the administration wishes to impose bans, they themselves

must follow them first. Otherwise, it will. be impossible to

convince the common: men to obey them.

RESREMAEE (74)
The wise monarchs in ancient times tried their best to guide their

people to goodness, and did not boast of their achievement.

ARG R, IBAKFT (76)
Officers should be free of corruption when holding their position
and keep their upright characters after withdrawal from their po-

sition.

& TFHES, VT (78)
Levying taxes shauld be moderate, the use of property should be
frugal.

THRMEE, FUrlR%E (80)]
If the administrative rulers moderate their desires, the people
will be rich. If lawsuits are carried out fairly the people will live

in:-harmony.



JEERR, mERE, RRO%R4E (82)
“When:the ministers in the court keep their mouths shut and the
_ministers out of court pretend to be dumb, the criticism from the
people could melt even metal.
AR MG, A T HdE AR (84)
The orange growing in the south was sweet, but that in the north

“was sour:

2WLIEE, EeELABERE, MEEWH (86)
The best way to administer a country is to employ the virtuous

and capable.

RZLIE, BZLUH (88)
A man should be recommended according to his words, and

assessed:according to his deeds.

EEEBEARRZRE (90]
The ruler or of a country should not base his happiness on the

pain.of his people. -

R R E AR HAF (92)
The monarch who exhausts the property of the nation cannot

-achieve personal gain.

BAEBESHIFTA, AuiEFai (94)
/I the monarchs want their descendants to succeed them to the



throne, it is better to ask help from themselves-than from others.

EHIEEMNIEZI (96)
The minister who obeys the right order of the monarch is a faithful

minister.

HFAMBRE R (98)
Gentlemen do not covet rewards offered by tyrants.

BFMSIAH TR (100]
A gentleman does not feel shame when he stands alone in front

of his shadow.

BHFEOHEERE, LRt (102)
If a gentleman wishes to find a living place, he must make a
good choice in his neighbors; when he embarks upon a journey,

he must find someone virtuous and talented as his company.

BFIx4L, BEAWE (104)
if a ruler or a man of virtue does not pay attention to. etiqueite,

he is no different from the common man.
ETAHTRMSER, RNEES (106)

If a gentleman can serve the people, he can take office and enjoy

a wealthy Jife of ease.

EFZHEEWH, AL E, IBRAKST (108]
If 2 gentleman serves his monatch,, he should maintain: bis loyalty




