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| have tried, but still | am not sure if | am really able to
describe the soul of the modern Chinese.

| have been trying hard to get at the soul of my people,
but | always regret a sense of separation. Hopefully, those
locked up in the high walls will one day all wake up, come
out and speak up for themselves. But very few have done
that yet. Therefore, | could only write these down all alone,
on the basis of my own observation, to describe life in China

as | see it.

Addenda - Preface to the Russian Translation of

The True Story of Ah Q  May 26, 1925
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THE TRUE STORY
OF AH Q
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Ah Q
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Ah Q had no family.
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He lived at Weizhuang.
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In the Village Temple.
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He had no regular work either.
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