


U )5 )ALARE

REARKXEHMRE
« b .



HBLERESHB (CIP) 858

FH SRR, 3 B / B FEEH. 308 PEARKEFERR, 2012.8
ISBN 978-7-300-16212-6

1.0

1. 0L I OKiE-MELR-HH OFFXL-JHE V. OH319.4; K

R A B BECIPEEZT (2012) 21807765

& £

S s B B

HERIT HPEARKEHRL

i dEUh XA AENS BBEIZRED 100080

B iF 010-62511242 (BEE) 010—62511398 (L)
010—82501766 (HRMIER) 010-62514148 (| 1HI#)
010-62515195 (K4TAH]) 010-62515275 (¥shREE4R)

o fit  http://www.crup.com.cn
http://www.ttrnet.com ( A KEAFM )

% O WHEBE

M R AOREFEEEDNAERAT

MO 185mmx260mm 16FFA& R & 20127ASHIR

M ¥ 1325 Bl &k 20124E7THE 1 REIR

= ¥ 290 000 E  f#t 32.00T

IRAR AT AR LT Ep 3% 38 3% AR



EEFINERNETESHER, MEERERAEEZEM SR RNHIL . WA
e AE, IERRAVMALMEANESR. R, ESHALRRRERAIES.
IBEMRICHESERONL, MESRIESEEENNELUEERNAL, XEES
BEERPEARIEN,  “SURATLRR A SPTRERIAE 2BTRE, WiE 5 NRE SN A
BREGTR 7 TR, BEFSXAEZEHRRABATS . EREMESHERRER
RSN A — R RE SNEBCF PR B L ST hRRE I — T E BN

T3, M E i, FERIRRMREL; WAE B, SHMRLERERESD
SRR, DI EEONERNTIE B i A R 0. AERUEERE S IRE,
B P E IR I FEME T U F E R RS B ERMEN L . B
FEFEARRBRIFEMIT TR AR, DS SRR AR FHEH “Taiit
SAARE” , WEYHE SR SIE MR E SRS ERR . W58 % Sk R
RE . RITAIRIE . AEAREIEEKE .. RE SN FIZERREE ST

BRI UM . BMESEEAFEAFE, SBRSRIF: F—Mh
27 5 “HEE ; BTMA R 5 IR BEMA BET 5 ERT S
HUXET 5 CEANRET o GES 4 RBRERIEEESLRE, SENERSNE
AR, AR SCRARIE” . CSUREERE” . CSURBRT L CSURBRE” M Sk
ﬁ” ©

MK LR, AHEAFMTRA:

O REAUERAE . ARERETEIZ, SAEYRESARNES, MR



II

B &

ﬂ’

. EEN, H, SRS MOCSURBRR” BRI RT SETEEHR
MR, ERERX, ABHH, RARGRIAIEEMAIATE,

IEEE AN EFEEEEY . AERAAREE R FEROIGEE, BEHEE
o BEHBE/NIR, SUEEERRIEZR, ARHITH A ONFEARTHER
THBLo

ARRPEFERRETY LS & . BRI RNB L ARIEF I EWINES T2 LT
TEX P A2 . PR | BEEE. CFERNAET, HEIRmRKHE
P, HEREN RN A, ESE/MNIKY EEMABRIREHENE, R TAK
FRHTRRRYE o

EELAE. ABEEATEAEERLFE “FH N BROERIE, X
VERRE IR T ¥ B WIRINTIEAT R

AHERINIHA FEOBFARHERE R ERIEHFEARE . SHhILE

, BlEGAFERNEE. Hb, IXRETE—. . =2, HI06F; HERES
L ANE, A1I00F; BEMRETE L. N\E, 497F,

—EHRREERT T AR E L, BRESHEEI LT RNE
B EE —-ERE . NELERTE T SR, EREIRY, RINSBHETK

BHCORITE, 7Etk, RATERXESCRIDBEE FRIRENINE. RERE RS
RZE, HETKFER, FHESERSHGRZA, BiFERMEEHIEEE.,

g
20124E4 H



CONTENTS

PART ONE Education
Chapter One School Education in the US. 2

Chapter Two School Education in the UK. 24
Chapter Three  School Education in Other English Speaking Countries 58
Chapter Four Non-school Education in the US. 91

PART TWO Media
Chapter Five Newspaper and Magazine 118

Chapter Six Book 137
Chapter Seven Radio and Television 161

Chapter Ejght Internet 181

Bibliography 206

R e R

i3

I






School Education in the U.S.

~. @BCULTURE TIPS .o

NCLB

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 is a United States Act of Congress
concerning the education of children in public schools. NCLB supports standards-
based education reform, which is based on the belief that setting high standards and
establishing measurable goals can improve individual outcomes in education. The
Act requires states to develop assessments in basic skills to be given to all students in
certain grades, if those states are to receive federal funding for schools. The Act does
not assert a national achievement standard; standards are set by each individual state.
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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a United States federal
law that governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special
education, and related services to children with disabilities. It addresses the educational
needs of children with disabilities from birth to age 18 or 21 in cases that involve 13
specified categories of disability. The IDEA is “spending clause” legislation, meaning
that it only applies to those States and their local educational agencies that accept
federal funding under the IDEA. While States declining such funding are not subject to
the IDEA, all States have accepted funding under this statute and are subject to it.
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PART ONE Education

Compulsory Education

Education is compulsory for all children in the Unlted States. The ages for
compulsory education vary by state. It begins from ages five to eight and ends from
ages fourteen to eighteen. Compulsory education requirements can generally be
satisfied by educating children in public schools, state-certified private schools, or an
approved home school program.
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Continuing Education

Continuing education is an all-encompassing term within a broad spectrum of post-
secondary learning activities and programs. The term is used mainly in the United
States and Canada. Recognized forms of post-secondary learning activities within the
domain include: degree credit courses by non-traditional students, non-degree career
training, workforce training, formal personal enrichment courses (both on-campus
and online), self-directed learning (such as through Internet interest groups, clubs or
personal research activities) and experiential learning as applied to problem solving.
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The ACT is a standardized test for high school achievement and college admissions
in the United States. It was first administered in November 1959 by Everett Franklin
Lindquist as a competitor to the College Board’s Scholastic Aptitude Test, now the
SAT Reasoning Test. The ACT test has historically consisted of four tests: English,
Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning. In February 2005, an optional Writing
test was added to the ACT. All four-year colleges and universities in the U.S. accept
the ACT, but different institutions place different emphases on standardized tests such
as the ACT, compared to other factors of evaluation such as class rank, G.P.A., and
extracurricular activities. The main four tests are scored individually on a scale of 1-36,
and a Composite score is provided which is the whole number average of the four
scores.
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The SAT Test (formerly the Scholastic Aptitude Test or Scholastic Assessment Test)
is a standardized test for college admissions in the United States. The SAT is owned,
published, and developed by the College Board, a not-for-profit organization in the
United States. It was formerly developed, published, and scored by the Educational
Testing Service which still administers the exam. The test is intended to assess a
student’s readiness for college. It was first introduced in 1901, and its name and scoring
have changed several times. The College Board states that the SAT measures literacy
and writing skills that are needed for academic success in college. They state that the
SAT assesses how well the test takers analyze and solve problems—skills they learned
in school that they will need in college. The SAT is typically taken by high school
sophomores, juniors and seniors.
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Ivy League

It refers to eight famous private universities in the northeast of America. The eight
famous private universities are as follows: Harvard University, Columbia University,
Princeton University, Yale University, University of Pennsylvanian, Brown University,
Dartmouth College and Cornell University. There are old buildings covered with ivy
in these university campuses. IVY is a kind of climbing, clinging, evergreen plant with
dark, shining leaves. These universities set up an organization for sport duel meets.
The organization was called IVY League. Now IVY League not only refers to the
universities mentioned above, but also is used as an adjective to express their graduates
and their graduate’s style, character, garments, positions, etc.
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The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) is a standardized test that is an
admissions requirement for many graduate schools in the United States, in other
English-speaking countries. Created and administered by Educational Testing Service
(or ETS) in 1949, the exam aims to measure verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning,
analytical writing and critical thinking skills that have been acquired over a long period
of time and that are not related to any specific field of study. The GRE General Test
is offered as a computer-based, computer adaptive exam administered by sclected
qualified testing centers; however, paper-based exams are offered in areas of the world
where computer-based testing is not available. The exam consists of four sections. The
first section is a writing section, while the other three are multiple-choice style. One
of the multiple choice style exams will test verbal skills, another will test quantitative
skills and a third exam will be an experimental section that is not included in the
reported score. The entire test procedure takes about 4 hours.
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TOEFL

The Test of English as a Foreign Language, or TOEFL evaluates the ability of
an individual to use and understand English in an academic setting. It sometimes is
an admission requirement for non-native English speakers at many English-speaking
colleges and universities. Additionally, institutions such as government agencies,
licensing bodies, businesses, or scholarship programs may require this test. A TOEFL
score is valid for two years and then will no longer be officially reported since a
candidate’s language proficiency could have significantly changed since the date of the
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test. Colleges and universities usually consider only the most recent TOEFL score.

Policies governing the TOEFL program are formulated with advice from a 16-
member board. Board members are affiliated with undergraduate and graduate schools,
2-year institutions and public or private agencies with an interest in international
education. Other members are specialists in the field of English as a foreign or second
language.
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/] Basic Education in the U.S.

1) School Grades

Most children enter the public education system around ages five or six. The American
school year traditionally begins in August or September, after the traditional summer recess.
Children are assigned into year groups known as grades, beginning with preschool, following
by kindergarten and culminating in twelfth grade. Children customarily advance together from
one grade to the next as a single cohort or “class” upon reaching the end of each school year
in May or June, although developmentally disabled children may be held back a grade and
gifted children may skip ahead early to the next grade.

The American educational system comprises 12 grades of study over 12 calendar years
of primary and secondary education before graduating and becoming eligible for college
admission. After pre-kindergarten and kindergarten, there are five years in primary school
(normally known as elementary school). After completing five grades, the student will enter
Jjunior high or middle school and then high school to get the high school diploma.

The U.S. uses ordinal numbers for naming grades, unlike Canada and Australia where
cardinal numbers are preferred. Thus, Americans are more likely to say “First Grade” rather
than “Grade One”. Typical ages and grade groupings in public and private schools may be
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found through the U.S. Department of Education. Many different variations exist across the
country.

Students completing high school may apply to attend an undergraduate school. This
may be a community college (one that offers two-year degrees, usually to prepare students
to transfer to state universities), liberal arts college (one that concentrates on undergraduate
education), or part of a larger research university.

The course of study is called the “major”, which comprises the main or special subjects.
However, students are not locked into a major upon admission—usually, a major is chosen
by the second year of college, and changing majors is frequently possible depending on how
the credits work out, unlike British tertiary education. Universities are either public (state-
sponsored, such as Ohio State University or University of Georgia) or private such as Harvard
or Swarthmore.

Students may choose to continue going to graduate school for a master’s or Ph.D., or to
a first professional degree program. A master’s degree requires an additional two years of
specialized study; a doctoral degree (Ph.D.) usually takes some years, although exactly how
long depends on the time required to preparing the doctoral dissertation. First professional
degrees have a more structured program than the typical Ph.D. program. The standard time
required for a first professional degree is three or four years; for example, law school is a

three-year program, while medical, dental, and veterinary schools are four-year programs.

2) Preschool

There are no mandatory public prekindergarten programs in the United States. The federal
government funds the Head Start preschool program for children of low-income families, but
most families are responsible for finding preschool or childcare.

In the large cities, there are sometimes preschools catering to the children of the wealthy.
Because some wealthy families see these schools as the first step toward the Ivy League,
there are even counselors who specialize in assisting parents and their toddlers through
the preschool admissions process. Increasingly, a growing body of preschools is adopting
international standards such as the International Preschool Curriculum.

3) Elementary School

Historically, in the United States, local public control (and private alternatives) have
allowed for some variation in the organization of schools. Elementary school includes
kindergarten through fifth grade (or sometimes, to fourth grade, sixth grade or eighth grade).
In elementary school, basic subjects are taught, and students often remain in one or two
classrooms throughout the school day, with the exceptions of physical education (P.E. or
gym), library, music, and art classes. There are (as of 2001) about 3.6 million children in each
grade in the U.S.

Typically, the curriculum in public elementary education is determined by individual
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school districts. The school district selects curriculum guides and textbooks that are reflective
of a state’s learning standards and benchmarks for a given grade level. Learning Standards are
the goals by which states and school districts must meet adequate yearly progress (AYP) as
mandate by No Child Left Behind (NCLB). This description of school governance is simplistic
at best, however, and school systems vary widely not only in the way curricular decisions are
made but also in how teaching and learning take place. Some states and/or school districts
impose more top-down mandates than others. In others, teachers play a significant role in
curriculum design and there are few top-down mandates. Curricular decisions within private
schools are made more differently than they are in public schools and in most cases without
considering Act of NCLB.

Public Elementary School teachers typically instruct between twenty and thirty students
of diverse learning needs. A typical classroom will include children with varied learning needs
or abilities, ranging from those identified as having special needs of the kinds listed in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to those that are cognitively, athletically
or artistically gifted. At times, an individual school district identifies needs of areas within the
curriculum, Teachers and advisory administrators form committees to develop supplemental
materials to support learning for diverse learners and to identify enrichment for textbooks.
Many school districts post information about the curriculum and supplemental materials on
websites for public access.

Each local school district gives each teacher a book, which will be given to the students
for each subject, and brief overviews of what the teachers are expected to teach. In general, a
student learns basic arithmetic and sometimes rudimentary algebra in mathematics, English
proficiency (such as basic grammar, spelling, and vocabulary), and fundamentals of other
subjects. Learning standards are identified for all areas of a curriculum for each of State,
including those for mathematics, social studies, science, physical development, the fine arts,
and reading. While the concept of State Learning Standards has been implemented for some
time, No Child Left Behind has mandated that standards exist at the State level.

Elementary School teachers are trained with emphases on human cognitive and
psychological development and the principles of curriculum development and instruction.
Teachers typically earn either a Bachelors or Masters Degree in Early Childhood and
Elementary Education. The teaching of social studies and science are often underdeveloped
in elementary school programs. Some attribute this to the fact that elementary school teachers
are trained as generalists, however, teachers attribute this to the priority placed on developing
reading, writing and math proficiency in the elementary grades and to the large amount of time
needed to do so. Reading, writing and math proficiency greatly affect performance in social
studies, science and other content areas. Certification standards for teachers are determined
by individual states, with individual colleges and universities determining the rigor of the
college education provided for future teachers. Some states even require content area, as well
as instructional skills tests for teacher certification in that state.
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The broad topic of Social Studies may include key events, documents, understandings, and
concepts in American history, and geography, and in some programs, state or local history and
geography. Topics included under the broader term “science” vary from the physical sciences
such as physics and chemistry, through the biological sciences such as biology, ecology, and
physiology. Most states have predetermined the number of minutes that will be taught within
a given content area. Because No Child Left Behind focuses on reading and math as primary
targets for improvement, less attention was paid to other instructional areas. There is much
discussion within educational circles about the justification and impact of having curricula
that place greater emphasis on those topics (reading, writing and math) specifically tested for

improvement.

4) Junior and Senior High School
Middle school and Junior high school include the grade levels intermediate between

elementary school and senior high school. “Middle school” usually includes sixth, seventh and
eighth grade; “Junior high” typically includes seventh through ninth grade. The range defined
is often based on demographic factors, such as an increase or decrease in the relative numbers
of younger or older students, with the aim of maintaining stable school populations. At this
time, students are given more independence, moving to different classrooms for different
subjects, and being allowed to choose some of their class subjects (electives). Usually, starting
in ninth grade, grades become part of a student’s official transcript. Future employers or
colleges may want to see steady improvement in grades and a good attendance record on the
official transcript. Therefore, students are encouraged to take much more responsibility for
their education.

Senior high school is a school attended after junior high school. High school is often used
instead of senior high school and distinguished from junior high school. High school usually
runs either from 9th through 12th, or 10th through 12th grade. The students in these grades are
commonly referred to as freshmen (grade 9), sophomores (grade 10), juniors (grade 11) and
seniors (grade 12).

(O Basic curricular structure

Generally, at the high school level, students take a broad variety of classes without special
emphasis in any particular subject. Curricula vary widely in quality and rigidity; for example,
some states consider 65 (on a 100-point scale) a passing grade, while others consider it to
be as low as 60 or as high as 75. Students are required to take a certain minimum number of
mandatory subjects, but may choose additional subjects (electives) to fill out their required
hours of learning.

The following minimum courses of study in mandatory subjects are required in nearly all
U.S. high schools:

* Science (usually two years minimum, normally biology, chemistry and physics)

* Mathematics (usually two years minimum, normally including algebra, geometry, pre-
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calculus, statistics, and even calculus)

- English (usually four years minimum, including literature, humanities, composition,
oral languages, etc.)

« Social sciences (usually three years minimum, including various histories, government
/ economics courses)

» Physical education (at least one year)

Many states require a “health” course in which students learn about anatomy, nutrition,
first aid, sexuality, drug awareness and birth control. Anti-drug use programs are also usually
part of health courses. In many cases, however, options are provided for students to “test out”
of this requirement or complete independent study to meet it. Foreign language and some
form of art education are also a mandatory part of the curriculum in some schools.

@) Electives

Common types of electives include:

» Computers (word processing, programming, graphic design)

» Athletics (cross country, football, baseball, basketball, track and field, swimming,
tennis, gymnastics, water polo, soccer, wrestling, cheerleading, volleyball, lacrosse, ice
hockey, field hockey, boxing, skiing / snowboarding, golf)

« Career and Technical Education (Agriculture/Agriscience, Business/Marketing, Family
and Consumer Science, Health Occupations, and Technology Education, including
Publishing (journalism / student newspaper, yearbook/annual, literary magazine))

« Performing Arts / Visual Arts (choir, band, orchestra, drama, art, ceramics, photography,
and dance)

» Foreign languages (Spanish and French are common; Chinese, Latin, Greek, German,
Italian, Arabic, and Japanese are less common)

* Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

(® Advanced courses

Many high schools provide Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB)
courses. These are special forms of honors classes where the curriculum is more challenging
and lessons more aggressively paced than standard courses. AP or IB courses are usually taken
during the 11th or 12th grade of high school, but may be taken as early as 9th grade.

Most post-secondary institutions take AP or IB exam results into consideration in the
admissions process. Because AP and IB courses are intended to be the equivalent of the first
year of college courses, post-secondary institutions may grant unit credit, which enables
students to graduate earlier. Other institutions use examinations for placement purposes
only: students are exempted from introductory course work but may not receive credit
towards a concentration, degree, or core requirement. Institutions vary in the selection of
examinations they accept and the scores they require to grant credit or placement, with more
elite institutions tending to accept fewer examinations and requiring higher scoring. The lack
of AP, IB, and other advanced courses in impoverished inner-city high schools is often seen as
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a major cause of the greatly differing levels of post-secondary education these graduates go on
to receive, compared with both public and private schools in wealthier neighborhoods.

Also, in states with well-developed community college systems, there are often
mechanisms by which gifted students may seek permission from their school district to attend
community college courses full-time during the summer and part-time during the school year.
The units earned this way can often be transferred to one’s university, and can facilitate early
graduation. Early college entrance programs are a step further, with students enrolling as

freshmen at a younger-than-traditional age.

1) College and University

Post-secondary education in the United States is known as college or university and
commonly consists of four years of study at an institution of higher learning. There are 4,352
colleges, universities, and junior colleges in the country. In 2008, 36% of enrolled students
graduated from college in four years. 57% completed their undergraduate requirements in
six years, at the same college they first enrolled in. The U.S. ranks the 10th among industrial
countries for percentage of adults with college degrees.

Like high school, the four undergraduate grades are commonly called freshman,
sophomore, junior, and senior years (alternatively called first year, second year, etc.). Students
traditionally apply for admission into colleges. Schools differ in their competitiveness and
reputation; generally, the most prestigious schools are private, rather than public. Admissions
criteria involve the rigor and grades eamned in high school courses taken, the students’ GPA,
class ranking, and standardized test scores (such as the SAT or the ACT tests). Most colleges
also consider more subjective factors such as a commitment to extracurricular activities, a
personal essay, and an interview. While colleges will rarely list that they require a certain
standardized test score, class ranking, or GPA for admission, each college usually has a rough
threshold below which admission is unlikely.

Once admitted, students engage in undergraduate study, which consists of satisfying
university and class requirements to achieve a bachelor’s degree in a field of concentration
known as a major. (Some students enroll in double majors or “minor” in another field of
study.) The most common method consists of four years of study leading to a Bachelor of Arts
(B.A.), a Bachelor of Science (B.S.), or sometimes another bachelor’s degree such as Bachelor
of Fine Arts (B.F.A.), Bachelor of Social Work (B.S.W.), Bachelor of Engineering (B.E. or
B.Eng.) , or Bachelor of Philosophy (B.Phil.) Five-Year Professional Architecture programs
offer the Bachelor of Architecture Degree (B.Arch.)

Professional degrees such as law, medicine, pharmacy, and dentistry, are offered as
graduate study after earning at least three years of undergraduate schooling or after earning
a bachelor’s degree depending on the program. These professional fields do not require a
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