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Nanjing Museum and Jiangsu Folk Collection Association

The Nanjing Museum is located at No.321, East Zhong Shan Road of Nanjing, north to the Zi Jin
Mountain and east to the Zhong Shan Gate, occupying about 130000 square meters, which is a large and
comprehensive museum of history and fine arts with great reputation domestic and abroad. Its
predecessor is "National Central Museum Steering Committee", sponsored by Mr. Cai Yuan Pei in 1933
and put into construction in 1936. The original prospect included three galleries in respect of humane,
craftwork and nature according to the construction plan of the steering committee. Due to the anti-Japan
war, only the Humane Gallery was finally shaped out with 13457 square meters occupation. The museum
is designed by the famous structure designer XU Jin Zhi at that time and modified by the famous master
LIANG Si Cheng, adopting the form of the mountain gate for the Du Le Temple at Ji County in Hebei
Province imitating the style of the Liao Dynasty. Its structure is complied with the ancient “constructing
model" and combined with the taste of the Tang and Song Dynasties, which is quite a master piece
imitating the ancient style in China architecture history.

The Nanjing Museum plays a leading role among national museums with quiet and tasteful
environment, grand buildings and magnificent vigor. It collects more than 420000 pieces of antiquities,
among which 10 are granted as national level and over 1000 for the first level. Over the establishment of
the PRC, totally12million domestic people and 600 thousand foreigners visited the Nanjing Museum.

The Nanjing Museum is not only a specific organization for the collecting, preserving and displaying
of the antiquities, but also a famous academic research institution, which comprises Archaeology
Institute, Folk Art Institute, Antiquity Protection Institute and Ancient Structure Institute, a professional
library for more than 300000 volumes of books, an academic magazine called "The Southeast Culture".
Additionally the Nanjing Museum is the permanent place for Jiangsu Museums Association, Jiangsu
Archaeology Association, Jiangsu Folk Art Association and Jiangsu Folk Collection Association,
frequently holding various academic and research activities.

Since the reforming and open-door policy, especially with the entry of 1990, the Nanjing Museum has
made great achievements with regard to the antiquity collecting, displaying and exhibiting, archaeology
and excavating, folk art investigating, antiquity protecting, training of the expertise and academic
research and communicating. Under the care and instruction of the government, the Fine Arts Gallery
has been built and open to the public on Sep26 of 1999 with totally RMB1500 million investment from the
state, which now becomes the marking building of Jiangsu Province, both the structure facility and
displaying design representing the latest advanced standard. The gallery is located at the west of the
Nanjing Museum, imitating the architecture style of the Liao Dynasty and in complete harmony with the
former displaying hall, spreading 16750 square meters. It is consisted of 11 exhibition rooms,
respectively named Ancient Calligraphy and Landscape, Modern Art, Modern Artists, Folk Art,
Embroidery and Brocade, Lacquer Art, Pottery Art, Bronze Art, Porcelain Art and Treasure, over 5000
pieces. Some of them are even put on display for the first time. Adopting the latest advanced intellectual
management system and multi-functional facilities, the gallery offers each visitors high-taste of art
appreciation not only with the original displaying forms, but also with the combination of the sound, light
and electricity.

Jiangsu Folk Collection Association (the complete name is the Folk Collection Association under the
Jiangsu Museums Association) is founded over the authorization of Jiangsu Civil Administration office,
the only provincial comprehensive collection organization granted by Jiangsu Philosophy, Society and
Science Union. Now it is subjected to the Nanjing Museum and Jiangsu Museums Association and its
permanent secretariat located in the Nanjing Museum. The former Secretary of Jiangsu CCPC, HAN Pei
Xin, is positioned as the honorable chairman, the curator of the Nanjing Museum, XU Hu Ping, as the
chairman, and ZHANG Yi Ping, the vice dean of the Authentication and Collecting Department of the
museum, as the vice chairman and the secretary. The working station of "China Antiquity Newspaper" by
State Antiquity Bureau is also located in this secretariat.

Now there are more than 1600 members joining the association with the publication named "Jiangsu
Folk Collection Newspaper". In the past seven years, the association has made great effective workings
related to the folk collecting activity in Jiangsu area and contributed to the development of the collection.
"Jiangsu Collectors Assembly" is under the preparation at present on the basis of the association.

Address: Nanjing Museum, No.321, East Zhong Shan Road, Nanjing, 210016
Tel (Fax): 025—4823476 4802119-2108
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Xu Huping male, bornin Ping Jiang County of Hunan Province in Jan of 1945, graduated from
the Central School of China Communist Party majoring in the administrative management, now
works as supervisor of Nanjing Mesuem, researcher, permanent syndic of China Cultural Relic
Academy, consultant of China Jade Ware Seminar, director of Jiangsu Museum Academy,
chairman of Jiangsu Folk Collection Association, vice chairman of Jiangsu Coins Collection
Association, pluralistic professor of Shanghai Fu Dan University, Nanjing Normal University and
Nanjing University, chief editor of the magazine "Southeast Culture" and the newspaper "Jiangsu
Folk Collection". He successively weaved and participated weaving a dozen of large academic
monographs, painting albums and thesis volumes. Under his charge for years, the Nanjing
Museum has made great progress. In addition, he's the sponsor of Jiangsu Folk Collection
Association out of the concern and support to the folk collecting enterprise.

The picture shows Mr. Xu Hu Ping is studying Chinese painting art with great concentration in
his sparetime.
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Zhang Yiping male, bornin Nanjingin 1956, graduated from History Department of Nanjing University,
now works as the vice dean of Authentication and Collection Department of Nanjing Museum, vice
researcher, permanent syndic and secretary—general of Jiangsu Folk Collection Association, permanent
syndic of Jiangsu Meseums Academ, commissary of Nanjing People's Political Consultative Conference
and Literary History Department of Nanjing PPCC, permanent vice station—master of "China Cultural Relic
Newspaper" east of China branch and executive chief editor of "Jiangsu Folk Collection". He has long been
undertaking the working of history, cultural relic and literature research, the authentication of the
antiquities and design of the displaying and exhibiting, weaving several monographs and academic essays.

The picture is suvenir of Mr. Zhang Yi Ping when he visited Qing Wa Tai in Seoul of South Korea in May
of 2001.
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Preface

Collection, a kind of cultural activity with high taste, has long history and mass social
foundation, which gathers historical and cultural relic and natural specimen of the human
being. China has more than five thousand years history of ancient civilization and there is
a so-called saying that" Yu(an ancient controller) made nine tripod caldrons and the
following three generations fought for.", which can be regarded as the very beginning of
the ancient collection. It was recorded in the corresponding historical documents that "
Chun Guan" took charge of the collections at the ancestral mausoleum in the Zhou
Dynasty. Since then, each generation deemed it crucial to preserve the "important vessels
and documents" of the former courts and dynasties. Until now, museum appeared in China
in modern times, which are important steps adopted by the government to protect the
antiquities.

The national collection and private collection have been simultaneously undertaken
from a long time ago and both as reliance and supplement to each other. Due to the
economic and objective situations, the government cannot collect and preserve all
historical relics and natural specimens into the national museum. A great number of
ordinary antiquities and artworks have to be preserved by the private collectors, which not
only effectively works with the national protection of plenty of the antiquity and artworks to
carry forward the essence of the national culture, but also provides supplementary
sources for the national museum. Therefore, the complementary character of the private
collection plays an indispensable role. It is right due to their participation that many
significant cultural relics are preserved to nowadays and stowed by the national museum,
without which the latter cannot hold so many brilliant and various types of treasures. With
the furthering of the reform and the open-door policy and the economic development, the
private collecting is greatly propelled by the enhanced living standards and pursuit to the
spiritual culture life, which more and more tend to reflect its complementary character. As
the national museum, it should not only assimilate nutrition from the private ones, but also
provide support and guidance to the latter up to the right way with its own technique, elite,
places and collections, etc. which considerably stimulates the improvement of the private
collection, and vice versa. Thus a fine circular is formed, which can facilitate the elevation
of the national quality and people's cultural life. Why not merrily take it?

There always many private collectors appear in Jiangsu province where is full of
talented people and abundant resources. The private collection career flourished
especially at the reforming and the open-door policy. In April of 1996, "the Private
Collection Research Committee of Jiangsu Museums Association"(abbreviated as
"Jiangsu Private Collection Committee) was set up in Nanjing Museum, which marked a
new historical stage for the folk collection of Jiangsu province, that is, the autonomous but
sporadic personal activity turned to be uniform organized with the government. It was a
great attempt and exploration. Through several years' practice, the committee made much
dedication to the development of Jiangsu private collection and also obtained great
achievements with fame and broad influence in this respect.

Upon the seventieth anniversary of the foundation of the Nanjing Museum, Jiangsu
Private Collection Committee cooperates with Nanjing Museum and edits this large color
album of the folk collection as the celebration and the gift to those representative and
delegations who will attend the "Curators' Forum for the World Famous Museums" to show
the elegant glamour and verve of the private collections here. The album has collected
more than 740 pieces hold by 110 collectors, including porcelain wares, jade wares,
bronze wares, calligraphy and handwriting, sculpture by bamboo, wood and ivory,
watches and clocks, stones and some representing galleries, in 300 pages, both in
Chinese and English. Some of them even reach the collecting level for the National
Museum. " The collection booms with the social prosperity and much treasures kept
among common people". We heartily wish that more and more private collections could be
displayed through various means to please the world.
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Celadon Tripod Caldron (the Spring and Autumn Period) Collected by Gong Peicheng
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Celadon Kettle (the Spring and Autumn Period) Collected by Lu Fang
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Celadon Jar (the Spring and Autumn Period) Collected by Wang Chunlin




