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Sightseeing beyond Lushan Mountian

—How Chinese Young People Comprehend Chinese Culture and Adapt to
the Multicultural World

Among Chinese poems depicting the beauty of Lushan Mountian, there goes one of
the most famous ones, “I can’t tell the true shape of Lu Shan because I myself am on the
mountain.” As a person who is fervent about Confucianism and Buddhism, I personally
have my own understanding towards the dialectic expressed in the poem but seldom truly
try to ponder over the significance of Chinese tradition culture on the upbringing of Chinese
people, especially on the young generation who are immersed in exam—oriented education
system. After reading the draft of this book, I get to know the author’s own perspective
on his understanding towards the difference between American and Chinese culture for
a better evaluation of Chinese traditional culture. Admittedly, there were numerous great
figures in ancient China who had never been abroad during their lifetime. However, with
the development of modern technology, more and more young people pack their stuff going
overseas for their bright future as well as their deeper understanding of what is home.

On the other hand, as an administrator of a civil aviation enterprise in China—Hainan
Airlines Group, I urge my young employees to keep abreast with the updating trend of
technology and information in spite of their devotion to Chinese traditional culture. There is
a widespread motto in our company: cultivate the Chinese traditional culture, and absorb the
western advanced science and technology. The first half imprints my personal inclination
towards Chinese culture while the second half is to meet the demand of competitions in the
market. This is all because the current diversified society requires multiple elements in
developing business. In reality, I prefer to promote young people who have the potential with
rich experience and versatile capabilities, which in turn can be converted into the creativity

and competitiveness at their workplace. Briefly speaking, studying abroad is a comparatively
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better way to shape the diversification of the young generation not only due to the high
qualified teaching and programs but their struggle, experience and confidence during their
pursuit of academia. As a remarkable poem say,

To see a world in a grain of sand,

And a heaven in a wild flower,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,

And eternity in an hour.

So why not our young people go to the big world outside to explore their colorful and
diverse life?

I am not making the above claims out of fantasy but lying at the practice of Maastricht
School of Management. During my study there, 1 demonstrated my profound cultivation of
Chinese traditional culture but also was exposed to my discomfort and vulnerability of living
and studying in the new environment. At that time, [ began to make comparison and practice
integration aiming to face the new world from new perspective. Such changes exert vital
influence on the merging of companies in my later years and grasping chances of capital
operation. Compared to my old times, the young people nowadays have more opportunities
to learn foreign languages but lack in understanding towards culture. Being able to write in
a foreign language doesn’t mean real internalization. We spare our time and efforts to be
able to make good use of a foreign language in our daily life or work. In order to achieve such
goal, people should pump up their courage, maintain their passion and leave for a new world
without their usual dependence from parents for a bright future.

Referring to the contents of the book, I can feel the vigorous mind in the author’s
fervent heart in his oversea days. The young author has been living in America for more than
a year but has already made his transformation: from a care—free schoolboy to a thoughtful
dream—chaser. I don’t go to extremes to advocate the advantages of western education over
Chinese one but emphasizing the supplementary role of western thoughts on Chinese culture.
In a higher level, I even read a sense of responsibility between lines in the book: by recurring

his American school days and daily life in Chinese and English, he shows dual respect for
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both American and Chinese culture and education serving as an invitation for readers to
pursue their dreams. The most innovative part of this book lies in depicting the American
high school life with a real and open perspective to enable readers to obtain similar and
useful experiences in their own study overseas. It is a hook of interaction. The innovation,
openness and interaction, which westerners are superior, are what Chinese enterprises
should be infused.

What the young author presents is just one small part of the vast world. I strongly
believe that he will continue to run after his dream and embrace a successful future. To those
who haven’t been abroad to study, reading books like this one is one effective and good
way to adapt themselves to better understand Chinese culture and achieve success in the

multidimensional world.

Chen Feng in Hainan

October, 2012

Mr. Chen Feng, chairman of HNA Group board of directors.

Hainan Airlines, the only global SKYTRAX five—star airlines in China.
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Go, for Internationalization

As an economist of the Federal Reserve and a professor of Cheung Kong GSB, I am
familiar with the topic of acquiring more assets with the property and resources people
already have. Similarly, I think about how to make life fulfilled and significative as well.
In the contemporary society, what we need the most is to make full use of the resources to
enrich our lives and improve the value of them.

Being a scholar working both in China and overseas, I prefer students having an
internationally broad horizon and ameliorating the educational defects within a foreign
environment. Moreover, as the world is getting closely related and distance shortening, these
international perspectives and professions play a bigger and more important role in people’s
success even to young people who determine to start their career domestically. Besides,
being able to work under international context is now one of the significant requirements in
many workplaces. Currently, everyone is involved with internationalization and globalization
to some extent. It greatly depends on how we train and nurture ourselves whether we can
take the advantage of them or we can only turn our blind eye to them.

Personally, I was a graduate student of Princeton University; thus, I always agree
with the idea of Chinese students studying overseas. [ have several sound reasons for
my preference. Firstly, many of foreign universities enjoy a reputed fame in their high—
qualified teaching and education programs. Secondly, more and more Chinese students grow
up with a better sense of internationalization and become more capable of working under
international situation. Thirdly, those young learners become more tolerant and independent
after their abroad study years. As a practitioner, I am in favor of embedded learning, that is,
the efficient accumulation of knowledge derives from its original source. For example, the
training of internalized qualities lies in the practice of internationalization: young people get
to actively participate in international learning and working with their exploring spirit, facing

and solving difficulties and challenges along their way to success.
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The author of this book has such deep understanding towards studying abroad. After
my personal contact with him, I realize that he not only prepared himself for his abroad
study but possesses his passion and open—mindedness about the new world in front of him.
The topic and content are in accord with my understanding toward internationalization,
namely, internationalization is not defined as officialization nor theorization but realization
and practicality. Under such guidance, this book is heyond the limit of traditional Chinese
text style but more interesting and heart-touching. Apparently, the author of this book
has an excellent mastery and usage of both Chinese and English languages in his writing,
making the contrast of Chinese and American study and life vividly and reader—friendly.
More importantly, he didn’t echo the view of others but presenting and describing the
abroad study and life from his personal experience and understanding. Such practice and
originality make this book distinct from the limitation on contrasting personal views with
mainstream perceptions and also from us seniors who have been struggling in the society for
years. After finishing reading this book, I also appreciate its content. It doesn’t include those
practical details and information on how to apply for abroad schools but focus on providing
understanding of the author from his own perspective which introduces readers American
school life in a very natural way. There are vivid and intriguing description ranging from
application and experiences, but also his daily life in America and his actual interpretation
toward American culture. This book doesn’t aim to help readers achieve their goal in
abroad study but to encourage readers release their fear and motivate them to regain their
confidence and passion on studying abroad.

It has been over thirty years that China firstly adopted the open—up policy. Although
China has made remarkable achievement in the past years, we Chinese people still get to
exert our great efforts on improving and strengthening our country by nurturing more talents
with international professions and technology. This is the inevitable trend around the world
and our obligation to accelerate such pace. Oversea study is not the only way to become
internalized but definitely it is the most direct way. It is of great importance for us to choose

the way of learning in such changing and efficiency—oriented world. This book shed light on
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people who have “cloudy” worries about abroad study like sunshine and also encourages
people to take a further step on their dream—pursuing. I hope more and more people can read
this book and enter the world the author created. His world, probably, will be your new bright

future world.

Zhou Chunsheng
January, 2013

Mr. Zhou Chunsheng, professor of Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business,

one of the economists of the United States Federal Reserve Board , PhD. in

financial economics of Princeton University.









