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PREFACE.

It is with real pleasure that I am writing
this proface to tho Chinoese edition of my book.
This is the first time as far as I know that any
of my writings have been translated into a non-
Buropean language.

With DBertrand Russell and many other
clear-sighted people in Europe, I am firmly
convinced that China will lead the progress of
human civilisation in the big continent of Asia,
a continent in many respects so much more
important than our little Kurope!

The subjects discussed in a very tentative
and sketchy manner in the present book may be
of some intercst to modern Chinese society.
The family, above all in its religious aspect,
has been the grentest source of strength to
Chinese society and Chinese culture. The old
Chinese family, which must be an objoct ot
admiration, almost of worship to all sound stu-
dents of human society, for it was so heautiful
in many respocts, is at present bound to become
modilied. All who wish well for the future of
tho C'hinese nation hope that this modification
may be not so drastic as to touch the most
important relationship, that of children to
parents. The present book, which deals with
this relation, may stimulate some Chinese



students to develop the subject more fully. If
he could Lopo that a comparative essay on the
construction of the Chinese and Furopean fami-
lies, or on the family in China and in Melanesia,
could ho forthcoming, T should regard it that
my labours had not boon in vain.

L wish to express how much I value the
work that Mr. Li An-che has put into the tran-
slation of this boolk.

B. MALINOWSKI
dth February 1932

Department of Anthropology.
University of Londou.
(London Scehool of lleonomies).
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