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Presentation Statement for the Second Interna—

tional Golden Tibetan Antelope Poetry Award

The Judging Committee for the International Golden Tibetan An-
telope Poetry Award, having completed strict judgment proce-
dures, has decided to confer the Second International Golden Ti-

betan Antelope Award upon the Lithuanian poet Tomas Venclova.

Mr. Venclova 1s a poet of substance whose real —world achieve-
ment carries weight and who treats poetry as the ultimate weapon
against darkness. His sense of history and sense of fate resound
through his poems like two inextricable melodies. Thus by means
of his poems he tightly links personal experience with his country’

s fate, while letting the rest of the world hear his country’s unique

voice.
Tomas V' iclova was born on Sept. 11, 1937 in the small city of
Klaip?ds 1 the Baltic sea. His father was a poet, and his mother



was artistically gifted. The cultivated atmosphere at home fostered
his sensitivity to art. As a university student, because he took part
in founding a literary journal, he was punished by school authori-
ties and his studies were interrupted. After graduation he taught lit-
erature, semiotics and comparative linguistics at Vilnius University.
Along with his teaching he wrote numerous articles on European
literature and published two scholarly monographs. While not busy
teaching, he was creatively engaged with poetry, literary criticism
and poetry translation. Aside from his mother tongue, Venclova
mastered Russian and Polish; he was also well =versed in English,
Latin and Greek. He translated works by outstanding poets into
Lithuanian, including T.S. Eliot, W.H. Auden and Dylan Thomas.
Translating poetry greatly widened his vision and enhanced his

creative work.

In youth Mr. Venclova covered the map of Eastern Europe during
his frequent travels. He sojourned in Moscow and Leningrad (now
Petersberg). While there he became acquainted with poets of the
Silver Age of Russian literature, including Anna Akhmatova and
Boris Pasternak. He also met younger poets such as Joseph Brod-

sky, who later became his lifelong friend.

After 1956 Mr. Venclova registered disappointment with the in-
cursion of Soviet troops into Hungary. He devoted himself to his
studies, while actively participating in pro—democracy activities. In
1977, after being stripped of Soviet citizenship, he had no choice
but to set forth on a path of exile, and he eventually arrived in the
U.S. In the U.S. he was regarded as a key member of the “Brod-
sky Poets” Group.” He is currently professor of Slavic Literature at

6



.

Yale University. In half a century of poetry writing and scholarly
research, Mr. Venclova has published numerous works. His repre-
sentative poetry collections are Winter Dialogue and The Junction:
Selected Poems. His poems have been translated into over 20 lan-
guages; he has received many literary prizes and has won world —
wide acclaim. Literary critics in Europe and America have called
him a  “world—class European poet” .By now he has fully earned

the reputation of being Lituania’s leading cultural figure.

Mr. Venclova witnessed the subjection of his motherland to con-
tinual invasion, dismemberment and annexation. In the long years
when Lithuania was deprived of independence, the spirit and cul-
ture of her people suffered hard —to —imagine suppression and
mistreatment. Many people see Mr. Venclova as a poet who ma-
tured amid ruins and adversity. His country’s adversities were
fixed indelibly in his memory, and they became an inseparable part
of his poetry. From the beginning, Mr. Venclova has linked the
writing of poetry to social engagement and moral duty. Mr. Ven-
clova once spoke of what he considered to be one of poetry’s
chief tasks: “It should be filled to the greatest extent with harmony
and meaning. Only in this way can it serve to defend against the
gray monotony and unpredictability of the external world.” He
holds a view similar to that of Akhmatova and other poets, namely
that “a measure of moral duty inheres within the clarity, prosody,

syntax and structure of the poem itself 7.

In writing his poems, Mr. Venclova has adopted classical forms.
However, his classicism 1s filled with rebellious spirit and modern

allegory. He has always taken reality as his focus of concern, and
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has always put his own native ground at the center of his poems.
Individual experience exercises a crucial function in his poems. He
frankly admits:  “What my poems convey, first of all, is my own
experience.” At the same time, he believes that poetry itself is a
mode of existence for a people’s culture. In his poems he has
written: “I have learned to watch in darkness, to distinguish one
happiness from another.” “In ultimate darkness, before fire or ice

arrive/ I can still look and listen.” This is the power of poetry.

His poems, with their elegiac tone, are sorrowful, weighty and
uncompromising. Yet between the lines one finds spiritual com-
mitment and power of awareness. His poems are filled with wintry
mmages of humankind’s spiritual world, yet they can deliver
warmth to each and every solitary heart. He is a believer in
world —embracing values, but his poems—brilliant for their strong
individuality—are an enduring, inseparable part of his motherland.
In view of Tomas Venclova’s outstanding contribution to con-
temporary poetry, the 2011 Qinghai Lake International Poetry
Festival hereby confers on him the International Golden Tibetan

Antelope Poetry Award.

Chairman of Organizing Commiltee,
Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival

) i ] 4 Jidi Majia
Chairman of Judging Committee,

Golden Tibetan Antelope International Poetry Award

Vugust 9, 2011

(Translated by Denis Mair)
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