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Greeting and
Introducing People

14

Unit Goals

< What You Should Know About

1. How American and British people greet
each other

2. How Chinese people differ in greetings

3. Basic sentence structures

' Maintaining a Sharp Eye

The Way Americans Greet

Americans often greet each other simply with “Hello” or “Hi”. They believe such an infor-
mal greeting often implies a close and friendly relationship. Similarly, Americans do not have a
formal “farewell”. They will just wave “good-bye” to the whole group. Or perhaps, they will sim-
ply say “Bye”, “So long” or “Speaking of time, I've got to run” and then leave. To Americans, a
friendly and informal relationship is the most important thing.

American introductions are usually rather simple. Yet, a proper introduction will leave a
good first impression upon others. In the United States, most people don't like using Mr., Mrs. or
Miss in introductions. They find these terms too formal. They prefer first names to formal titles in
most cases. For example, a gentleman may say, “Glad to meet you. I'm Paul Miller, but call me
Paul.” Sometimes a woman you meet for the first time may say, “Don’t call me Mrs. Smith. Just
call me Sally.” So when your American friends do not use your last name or titles, don’t feel that
they have been impolite. They only want to show friendliness.

When you first get to know an American, he may ask you, “Where do you work?”, “Are you
married?” or “Do you have children?” Such questions may be too personal to Europeans, but
Americans do sometimes ask such questions. They would like to get answers to these ques-
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tions. In this way they can get better acquainted with you and have a topic for beginning a
friendly conversation with you.

Notes

similarly /'similali/ ad. =143t

farewell /,fea'wel/ n. v, s34, 2431

formal /in'formal/ a. EXK ey

title /'tartl/ n, &, #5

friendliness /'frendlinis/ n. &i&, #*w
personal /'paisanl/ a. S ABY, HAFRILEY

Read and Think

1 Answer the following questions according to the passage.
1 What does an informal greeting really mean to Americans?

2 Why don’t most Americans like using titles in introductions?

3 What do your American friends want to show when they address you with your first
name?

4 Why do Americans sometimes ask you personal questions?

Read and Complete

2 Fill in the blanks without referring to the passage.

Americans often each other simply with “Hello” or “Hi”. They believe such an
greeting often implies a close and relationship. Similarly, Americans
do not have a “farewell”. They will just “good-bye” to the whole group.
Or @ , they will simply say “Bye” or “So long” and then . To Americans, a
friendly and informal relationship is the most important thing.

3 Complete each of the following statements according to the passage.
1 Most Americans prefer not to in introductions.
2 They like to in most cases.
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Mrs. Sally Smith may say, “Don’t call me Mrs. Smith. Just

You should feel when your American friends do not use your last name or
titles in addressing you.

This passage tells us that Americans are quite

4 Fill in the blanks with the proper words or expressions given below, chang-
ing the form if necessary.

accept acquaint with leave prefer mean
personal name speaking of get to know

1 | believe that IOC (International Olympic Committee) has London for 2012
Summer Olympic Games.

2 The new look of the city a very deep impression upon those foreign visitors.

3 I to keep in touch with my friends through e-mail.

4 Of course our relationship is very good. But business is business.

5 The professors of the department only neatly-typed papers.

6 To him, success in the interview a chance to work for the famous software
company.

7 greeting, would you please give me an example in English?

8 You will like the strict professor when you him better.

9 We are not well all the facts.

Read and Translate

5 Translate the following sentences into English.

1

O O A WDN

ERGEPRP, B ELHTRLRHFHE T, (impression, with)

sFep R, R ROITRBRAABBHEEEBZ,  (introduction, cultural background)
FHUVZE SRS Bl 2 3, 23R T BV TR LS B LA aY- T AP 465128, (case, personal)
BSFEZBAESRRTREBET ERER,; HITAOKITRITIRE(cool, prefer...to)

AR AT S AT N ERWE BT TRAUHEPR, (leave)

B 353K IR 35 ZE A BN O AT A B TR T4 30, (wave)

Read and Simulate

6 Pay attention to the italicized (# %) parts in the English sentences and
translate the Chinese sentences by simulating the structure of the English
sentences.

1

American people greet each other simply ///1 “Hello” or “Hi".
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Young people keep in touch e-mail.
EHVTEHARRKRBRL B,
WIRTE LW AR B Z& (local accent).
2 , American people do not have a formal “farewell”.
, there are also many proverbs (i&#&) in Chinese.
B, BHREKIBEITFIAMBE,
B, TR AR EEBMIEA
3 Spe time, ' g run.
tea, have a drink of hot tea first.
HBRE, KB LIRET,
REBH, HAEBHEP—E
4 /1 the United States, introductions rather simple.
Japan, greetings rather formal.
ZEPRE, REAFAWBRIER,
HEHRD T HEEWEBIRA,
5 They - first names /o formal titles.
English people coffee /o tea.
HORIERKR, XEBHFTIHEERZIK,
HRTERER, HEEFRPE,
6 /7 questions may be personal /© Europeans.
a life may be hard /o the little girl.
B ERD T HRIRERARARIART,
EFFRATHFEFERIRRRNAT,

A Little About Me

Hello, I'm Mike Adams. I'm an English teacher. Do you want to

know something about me?
I was born in England. Then my

family moved to America when I was

10. I'm tall, and I have a gentle face. Forguy
My hair is dark brown but there is not

too much hair left on the top of my

head. I used to be a sportsman with a =R
strong body, but now my muscles have M
become soft, and my stomach is get-
ting a little bigger each year. I try to
be kind to other people, but sometimes
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I'm very stubborn and never change my mind. I want to be an honest SE B
person. I'm very organized in both work and life. When I go on holi- FrHED
day, I carefully make a list of things to take, and I pack my bags two Te

or three days before I leave. I like to have everything under control,

and I don't want any last-minute panic. BrEL

Now I'm teaching in a university in China. I love this country and
my students, and I also want my students to love me. So I work hard,
and I like to look neat and tidy. I always wear a jacket and tie. Of Bt ud/ Fowey
course, I become a different person at home. I change into old but
comfortable clothes. My work keeps me busy until quite late at night.
But I usually find time to sit and talk with my wife and children. Even
though I enjoy working very hard each day at the university, I still
feel that my family is more important than anything else.

Read and Judge

7 Are the following statements true or false according to the passage? Write
T/F accordingly.
We could address the writer as Mr. Mike. ( )
The writer lived in England before he came to China. ( )
He is a little bald-headed (Z£7T#%) and a little bit overweight. ( )
He does not like sports any longer. ( )
Sometimes it is difficult to make him change his mind. ( )
He has a good habit of planning things well and getting everything ready ahead of time.
( )
7 He likes to be presentable (#®&#y) at the university and comfortable at home. ( )
8 He has a lot of time during the day to talk with his wife and children. ( )
9 He doesn't like his job very much because it keeps him busy until late at night. ( )
10 To him, family is of the greatest importance. ( )

O s WN -

Read and Rewrite

Rewrite the above story in the third person. You can begin the passage
like this:

( ‘Mike Adams is an English teacher. Do you want to know something about him?” w



~eW Practical English Reading and Writing 1

© & @ % © © & ® 9 O O © S S T O O S O O O O O T O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O " O O O O O O @

Read and Translate

9 Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1

O A WN

Welcome to the Chinese Culture (3x1&) Club. You can learn Chinese painting and Beijing
opera (%) here.

| was born in the north, but many years ago my family moved to a city in the south.

They love China, and they like Chinese food very much.

Her mother is of mixed blood. So she has brown hair but black eyes and yellow skin.
Linda used to be a dancer, but now she is a bit overweight.

He is a serious scientist in the lab, but at home he is a loving father.

Trying Your Hanc

Applied Writing

# Read and Simulate

1 Read the following two samples of Business Cards and learn to write your
own.

| Sample 1 .
National Board of Employment E RS/l

Education and Training

Michael Smith
Professor / Chairman

Py

Address: 12 Farrell Place Tel: 62-267-7362

PO Box 9880 Fax: 62-267-7360

Canberra City, ACT2601  E-mail: mismi2002@yahoo.com
AUSTRALIA

R R e A
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Foreign Affairs Section W
Binhai Municipal Government ArEEy
Li Ya’'nan PhD =

Deputy Chief / English Interpreter #FR

Address: No.10, Beijing Street, Binhai City, P.C.: 116000
Fax: 0411-26551XX Tel: 0411-26551XX
E-mail: lyn001@163.com

# Simulate and Create

Translate the following business card into Chinese, using the data bank in
the Workbook for reference.

Binhai Electronics Ltd.

Li Tiegang
Software Dept. Manager / Electronics Engineer
Address: No. 50 Chang-Jiang Fax: 0411-47085XX
Street, Binhai City Tel: 0411-46732XX
Post code: 116023 E-mail: ltg6@263.net

3 Write an English business card according to the information given in
Chinese.

w4 Wi

% HEiEE, 854K
Bafr: EMEEIBR R S5FBE
Hiuhl: EEHE TP RI#E98 5
HE4s: 116023

HLid%: 0411-46732XX

fEH: 0411-47085XX

HLHE: fli603@263.com
FHL: 136143146XX
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4 Fill in the passport with your own personal information, using the data
bank in the Workbook for reference.

P CHN 148442749

Name in full

Sex Profession Marital status

Date of birth Place of birth

Date of expiry
Identity card No.

POCHN €< L g £ £ € € £ € € € € € € € € € € &£ < 2 <

1484427499CHN6507208F050302819202102< < < < < < < < < < < < 90

Sentence Writing and Grammar Review

Basic Sentence Structure
(Refer to the Extended Book for Basic Sentence Structure.)

4 Write Through Applying Grammar Rules

5 Analyze the following sentences to see which pattern they belong to.
1 Both men speak loudly and clearly.

An introduction usually includes a greeting and a handshake.

My e-mail address is lin@campus.com.

They will just wave good-bye to the whole group.

The head of our department will give a dinner to welcome you.

You could simply call me Wang.

In her bag there is a passport and a pen.

N o gk, WON



