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Introduction

The Xiangtangshan Grottoes, located in the Fengfeng mining region in Handan,
Hebei Province, are comprised of three parts: Northern Xiangtangshan, South—
ern Xiangtangshan, and Shuiyusi (Small Xiangtangshan). The Southern and
Northern Xiangtangshan Grottoes, a total of 17 caves created under the auspices
of the emperors and aristocrats of the Northern Qi Dynasty, boasted more than
4,000 stone statues, which represent the zenith of religious art of that time. As
early as during the first decade of the 20th century, the Xiangtangshan Grottoes
suffered damage from organized pillage, and many masterpieces of stone statues
produced during the Northern Qi Dynasty were destroyed. Today, only the
heads of two main stone statues have survived intact. Moreover, the slatues of
Amitabha and the Guardian in two caves in the Southern Xiangtangshan
Grottoes were stolen, leaving only those empty caves as witness to this theft. At
least 100 prime stone statues were smuggled abroad.

This volume is the first of its kind to deal with the stone statues of the
Xiangtangshan Grottoes, after the founding of the People's Republic of China.
As the inaugural book to publish systematic research into the stolen stone statues
of the Xiangtangshan Grottoes, the authors have tried their best to compile as
many relevant pictures and research papers as possible, which were published in
the past century both in China and abroad, and have systematically sorted
through all the information from overseas collections. This book presents read—
ers with invaluable historical photos of the statues taken by Japanese scholars in
1920s and 1930s, as well as many fine pictures of overseas collections. The
authors have also conducted site investigations and analysis, in order to deter—
mine the original site that each statue occupied in the caves in Xianglangshan,
as well as the authenticity of each overseas collection. For particular statues,
the determination of their original sites has been achieved for the first time in
academic research. Superb both in terms of visuals and language, and contain—
ing a wealth of detailed information, this book provides an essential firsthand
reference for researchers as well as lovers of the arts of the Xiangtangshan
Grottoes.
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