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l. Cell Phone

A cell phone (also known as a cellular phone, mobile phone and a hand phone) is a
device which can make and receive telephone calls over a radio link while moving around
a wide geographic area. It does so by connecting to a cellular network provided by a
mobile network operator. The calls are to and from the public telephone network which
includes other mobiles and fixed-line phones across the world. By contrast, a cordless
telephone is used only within the short range of a single, private base station.

In addition to telephony, modern mobile phones also support a wide variety of
other services such as text messaging, MMS (Multimedia Messaging Service, ZI{Ak%E
MR % or #15), email, Internet access, short-range wireless communications
(infrared, Bluetooth), business applications, gaming and photography. Mobile phones
that offer these and more general computing capabilities are referred to as smart phones
(B EEFHL). Modern smart phones serve to combine the functions of portable media
players, low-end compact digital cameras, pocket video cameras, and GPS navigation
units. They typically also include high-resolution touch screens, web browsers that can
access and properly display standard web pages rather than just mobile-optimized sites,
and high-speed data access via Wi-Fi and mobile broadband.

The first hand-held mobile phone was demonstrated by Dr Martin Cooper of
Motorola in 1973, using a handset weighing 2. 5 lbs (about 1 kg). In 1983, the
DynaTAC 8000x was the first to be commercially available. In the twenty years from
1990 to 2010, worldwide mobile phone subscriptions grew from 12. 4 million to over 4. 6
billion, penetrating the developing economies and reaching the bottom of the economic

pyramid.

Il. Distracted Driving

Distracted driving is driving while doing other activities that take the driver’s
attention away from the road and traffic; these activities can increase the chance of a

motor vehicle crash.
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There are three main types of distraction:

® Visual—taking your eyes off the road;

® Manual—taking your hands off the wheel;

® (Cognitive—taking your mind off what you are doing.

Distracted driving activities include things like using a cell phone, texting, and
eating. Using in-vehicle technologies (such as navigation systems) can also be sources
of distraction. While any of these distractions can endanger the driver and others,
texting while driving is especially dangerous because it combines all three types of

distraction.

l1l. Six Rules for Driving

If you are going to share the road with me, here are some rules that I expect you to
know

1. Don’t tailgate me.

If you tailgate me, I'll slow down. Unless you try to pass me, in which case, I
might speed up. And if we're in a no-passing zone, I'll slow down more.

2. Use your signals.

It’s a shame that you spent $ 35K on that Mercedes and the signals don’t even
work. You should take it back for a refund. If you are about to make a turn or switch
lanes, use your freaking turn signal. That’s what they’'re for: to warn the other drivers
on the road that you're about to do something stupid that they should pay attention to.

3. Don’t use your signals.

If the car in front of you is about to turn, don’t use your signals to warn the cars
behind you. That’s just dumb. If you aren’t the one making a turn, leave your signal
off. If your brake lights work, then we already know that we need to slow down. And
by the way, you forgot to turn your signal off five minutes ago, and it’s driving us
nuts.

4. Slow down.

Have you ever sat down with a calculator and tried to figure out just how much
time you save by speeding? I have. Unless you are travelling very far, very fast, it’s not
likely to save you more than a couple of minutes. Which is worth more to you: the three
minutes you saved by trying to zoom past everybody or the $ 2,500 in body work on

your car when you slam into the yahoo who turned in front of you without signaling?
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5. Merge.

Just do it. If the other drivers value their cars, they’ll make room for you. Quit

sitting at the end of the merge lane waiting for a big opening. Maybe you should turn

your signal on, so people will understand that you want to change lanes, eh? You're

making the rest of us late for work, and we're going to have to speed to make up the

difference.

6. Slower Traffic Keep Right.

Have you ever seen those signs that say “Slower Traffic Keep Right”? Well, just

because you don’t see one right this minute doesn’t make it any less true. If you aren’t

in the process of passing somebody right now, get out of the way. But use your signal

first.

1.

If everyone will just keep these things in mind, I'm sure we’ll all be a lot happier.

r Speaking i

I. Appreciation of Poems and Lyrics

Listen to the song entitled “Traveling Light” by Joel Hanson &. Sara Groves and fill

in the blanks with the words you hear.

1) weight 2) stones 3) trouble 4) misery
5) breaking 6) loneliest 7) chains 8) leading
Work in pairs to talk about the advantages and disadvantages of private cars. You

may use the words and phrases in the following box.

With the fantastic spur both in industry and in economy in China, the number of
people who own private cars is on the rise. Some people have bought cars of their
own, and others are planning to buy cars. There have been two quite different views
on this phenomenon.

Some claim that there are many advantages brought about by cars. First, the
automobile industry provides jobs for countless workers and great support for other
industries. Second, if conditions permit, owning a car can make us work more
efficiently. Finally, life will become more convenient and comfortable. A private car
allows one to travel freely and with a car there is no need to wait for the bus in the

cold days or under the burning sun.
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However, some people strongly object to the increase of private cars, especially
in cities. They claim that the appearance of too many private cars will give rise to a
series of problems. In the first place, as more and more cars are produced and driven
in the street, a large volume of poisonous gas will be given off, polluting the
atmosphere and causing actual harm to the health of people. Additionally, private
cars contribute to traffic jams so greatly that the advantages gained in comfort and
freedom are often cancelled out by the frustration caused by traffic jams. Another
problem is the increasing number of car accidents that have killed and will kill a lot of
people in a fraction of a second.

In my opinion, although private cars have been playing a vital part in the daily
activities of our society, they also bring us numerous troubles such as more serious
environmental pollution, more traffic accidents and more energy consumption.
Traffic accidents kill thousands and thousands of people each year. Jams waste our
precious time. To avoid the problems above, 1 suggest that we encourage a rational
development and less use of private cars and spend efforts in building a more efficient

public transportation.

Il. English Proverbs

I. Read aloud the following proverbs and translate them into Chinese.
AREEL, TUETH,
EZERE,BZTH,
A AN TK
THRZITHBTRT.
2. Think about the following questions and then present your ideas to your classmates.
1) What can you learn from these proverbs?

They tell us that every step plays an essential role in being successful.
Additionally, these proverbs also regard action as something that arises naturally
from stillness. We should achieve our goals step by step and be strong-willed no
matter what difficulties we might come across and what challenges we might face.

2) Do you agree with them or not? Why?

Answers may vary.

To my understanding, every step is important if we want to accomplish any

B e e e T
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tasks and achieve any success. However, the first step, the planning, is even
more essential in the process of our action. It is often said that the key to a
successful project is in the planning. Creating a project plan is the first thing we
should do when undertaking any kind of project. Often project planning is ignored
in favor of getting on with the work. However, many people fail to realize the
value of a project plan in saving time, money and many problems.

As a college student, we should make a good plan for our studies at the
beginning of the semester. If we struggle to balance our studies and work
commitments, or find it hard to meet deadlines, a study schedule can help us to
better plan and organize our time. Although it may take a few hours to create a
good study schedule, once completed it will ensure our future steps and will help

enable us to become better students and better learners.

or Reading

Should We Ban Apple’s Siri While Driving? 3;;

¢ =T - " ggp——

ILead-in Questions

1. Up to now, I have never used Siri yet. But as far as I know, Siri is a speech-
recognition computer application that’s built into all Apple iPhone 4S smart phones.
This new feature of the iPhone 4S has both speech input and output, which means
you can speak to it, and it can speak back to you.

To talk to Siri, hold down the Home button on your iPhone 4S. You'll hear two
quick beeps and see “What can I help you with?” on the screen. Just begin speaking.
The microphone icon lights up to let you know that Siri hears you talking. Once
you've started a dialogue with Siri, tap the microphone icon to talk to it again.
There’s more than one way to talk to Siri. When the screen is on, simply bring
iPhone 4S up to your ear. You'll hear two quick beeps to indicate that Siri is
listening to you.

Siri also works with headphones and Bluetooth headsets. When you're using

headphones with a remote and microphone, you can press and hold the center button




