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Introduction

Open for Business is an advanced reading course designed for students who have
an advanced level of Chinese lanuage proficiency or who are in their third or fourth
year of a Chinese language curriculum in the U. S. either at the undergraduate-or
graduate-level. Upon finishing this textbook, students are expected to reach a higher
level of proficiency in which they are able to read newspapers, magazines, or other
business-related documents as well as to make business presentations or conduct

business negotiations.

This textbook consists of seven chapters containing a total of twenty-five lessons
and corresponding exercises. In order to accommodate the typical 12-week semester in
the U. S. , the textbook has been divided into two volumes: Volume I ( Chapters 1 to
3) and Volume II ( Chapters 4 to 7) . Topics covered in Volume I provide an
overview of China’ s changing macro-economic environment and current business
practices relating to finance and marketing. In Volume II, students will be exposed
to Chinese management practices and foreign trade initiatives along with an overview

of key industries and technology-related topics.

Source materials for the topics discussed in this textbook were gathered during
several trips to China over the past few years. Such materials include articles from
major Chinese newspapers, data from the State Statistics Bureau and China’s Trade

Bureau, and information obtained over the Internet from various online databases.
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Lesson Structure

As described below, each lesson includes a text reading and brief background on a specific
topic, followed by a vocabulary list and explanation of important terms along with a section
relating to the usage of synonyms. Each volume also includes comprehensive indexes of
vocabulary, grammar terms, and synonyms for easy cross-referencing with the lessons. Exercises
for each lesson are provided in a separate Exercise Book and are conveniently perforated such that
students can remove and submit completed assignments for correction and review by instructors.

Text

Each lesson begins with a text reading related to a specific subject matter. The text is presented in
both simplified and traditional Chinese in order to expose students to both writing styles. An

English translation is also provided so that students can verify their understanding of the material
either in class or on their own.

Background Information

Each text reading is supplemented with background information relating to the topic at
hand. Although brief, this additional information is useful in enhancing the reader’ s knowledge of
the subject as well as generating additional classroom discussion.

Vocabulary List

Key words underlined in the text reading are listed in this section in both simplified and traditional

Chinese. A pinyin spelling is also provided for pronunciation practice along with an English
translation for additional reference.

Explanation of Terms

This section is aimed at enhancing the student’s understanding of key expressions introduced in
the text reading. Each term is explained briefly in English and then is used in a variety of
sentences featuring practical, everyday business expressions.

Distinguishing Synonyms
Although fully understood by native speakers, Chinese synonyms often pose the biggest challenge

for non-native speakers. Students will therefore find great interest in this section as it provides

explanations and sample sentences illustrating the subtle differences among words or expressions
with seemingly similar meanings.

Exercises

Practice exercises corresponding to each lesson can be found in the Open for Business Exercise
Book. These exercises are designed to improve the student’s ability to use Chinese business lexicon
correctly. Particular emphasis is placed on sentence structure and reading comprehension. A
Questions and Explorations section is also included to encourage students to perform further
research on the Internet and present such information either orally or in writing for further
discussion or debate.
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1.1 PEAOZFARHEE

1.1 The Reform of China’s Economic System

During the 30 years following the establishment of the People’s Republic of China
(from 1949 to 1978 ), the Chinese government implemented a planned economic
system. The central government was in charge of distributing resources, organizing
production, and centralizing distribution. Under this kind of economic system,
resources were not effectively utilized, production efficiency dropped, and the market
lacked strength; therefore, economic development was seriously constrained. In order
to overcome the drawbacks of the planned economy, the Chinese government started
implementing the “ Reform and Open Door Policy ” in 1979, and gradually
established a socialist market system with Chinese characteristics.

The focal points of transforming China’s domestic economic situation have been the
reform of state-owned enterprises and encouraging the development of privately-owned
enterprises. Over the past twenty years, the government has closed a number of state-
owned enterprises that were managed poorly with long-standing deficits, and transformed
some state-owned enterprises into privately-owned enterprises. Furthermore, the Chinese
government has sped up the improvement of legislation and has carried out reforms in
taxation, finance, and foreign trade, thereby promoting the development of private
businesses and speeding up China’s economic reform.

The “Open Door” policy has not only opened China’s door, but has also
attracted a large amount of foreign capital. An increasing number of investors regard
China’s market favorably, showing confidence in Chinese investment. At present,
the amount of capital inflow into China has become one of the largest among the
world’s developing countries.
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Background
\\ Information 1

Reform of the Chinese economic system has also brought about a serious
unemployment problem. In order to lower the unemployment rate and maintain a
stable society, the Chinese government is carrying out a program called
“Reemployment of laid-off workers”. This program guides laid-off workers to work

for the “ tertiary industry” ( i.e.service industry ), small-and medium-sized
enterprises and privately owned businesses.
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1.1 PH&SFAMRE

N n # tizhi (2) system

> g 3 K * gligé (&. ) reform; to reform

P ok L3 zhongyang (%) center; authority

4 B o B’ fanpei (3h) to distribute; to allocate;
to assign

% — % — tongyT (&h. ®) to unify; to unite;
centralized; unified

BE B R gongying (&, %) supply; to supply

4 A & yduxido (%) effective; valid

B = B Z quéfa (&) to lack; to be short of

e e huoh (&) vitality; vigor; strength;
energy

& 4 # & zhiyué (3h) to restrict; to constrain

iR xR kefu (3h) to overcome; to conquer

L. - ¥ 5 bibing (2) drawback ; shortcoming;
problem

R ¥ X zhéngce (&) policy

Z 3 # 3 jianli (3h) to build; to establish;
to set up; to found

iR -3 B F juydu (3h) to have; to possess

# & ¥ & tese (%) unique characteristic;
special feature

* H M A gudnbi (&) to close; to shut down

s # p1 (&) batch; group of (goods or
people)

R & R £ bashan (%) bad; ill; not good at

5 M | i kutstin (&. &) financial loss; deficit;
to suffer a loss
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1.1 vYEASFERHNAE

xR 4 3R 4 bufen (%) part; portion

# T # 2 zhudnbian (. &) to change; transformation

K # K sTy®du (¥®) privately owned; private

5t sk ciwai (%) in addition; besides;
moreover

o Ha % jigjin (3h) to intensify; to step up;
to speed up

% & % & wdanshan (3h) to perfect; to improve

E ok 3k lifa (&. 3) legislation; to legislate

FL M & shuishou (&) tax revenue

M # M cong'ér (%) thus; thereby

12 i 12 i cujin (&) to promote; to advance;
to accelerate

¥ & ¥ & bufd (%) step; pace

A ¥F A ¥F kanhdo (3h) to seem good; to look
promising

A >3- chéngwéi (3h) to become

N N ligra (3h) to flow into

zZ — zZ - zhiyi (%) one of the . ..

% B ¥ B wéichi (3h) to maintain; to keep;
to preserve

8 E : 3 4 wénding (#. &) stable; steady; to
stabilize

i# 17 # 47 tuixing (3h) to carry out; to implement;
to put into practice

% 3k # E jitye (#h) to obtain employment

I #2 I #2 gdngchéng (%) project; engineering

3] & 5] ¥ yInd&o (3h) to guide; to lead

& E ¥ chanye (%) industry
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