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ACBI Research Centre of Mass
Communication for Chinese Architecture
-

Tianjin University Press
-

Architectural Culture Survey Group
Running media with the mind of
intellectuals; devoting to culture with the
courage of entrepreneurs
China Architectural Heritage, a national level
innovative publication on architectural

heritage, was published in July 2011
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Spreading Architectural Heritage Needs Editors

Jin Lei

Starting from dreams to look for the traces of architectural culture not only needs keeping watch but also needs writing with passion. In order to investigate
the protection and inheritance of China’s architectural heritage in the new century, we googled the key word “Culture Industry” and surprisingly found over 10
thousand search results, including current news, academic papers and blogs inside and outside the industry. There is no doubt that the development of China's
architectural heritage keeps pace with the revitalization of Chinese culture, which is undergoing reform. Although ten years is no more than an instant in history,
China’s architectural heritage has opened a new world. This is why we select this topic in this issue. However, when we reviewed the events during the development
of China’s architectural heritage, we felt heartbreakingly sad, because on May 14th 2012, Luo Zhewen, Top Expert of Chinese Historical Architecture and
Honorary Chief Editor of our magazine passed away. However our sorrow cannot change the cold fact.

On June 13" when the Cultural Relic Academy China held its 7th membership representative conference, Mr. Shan Jixiang was clected the president of the 7th
CRAC. He gave a speech at the Standing Council, commemorating Luo Zhewen, the old president. The 2500-word speech in fact pointed out another “top-level
design” for the better of the Cultural Relic Academy China as well as the protection of cultural heritage in China, emphasizing on freeing our minds and going
with our guts to show the power of the reform and development. In the face of the fact that the urbanization in China draws more attention than other social
processes, the cultural consciousness and self-confidence of urbanization are of the primary importance. “To be the editors who help spread architectural heritage”
is not a slogan, which requires modern intellectuals to be cultural persons who have bigger dreams, firmer goals, opener minds and brighter temperaments,
who have a kind of bearing, style and character. The editing and publishing of architectural culture is different from that of fashion books. It needs the sense of
commitment and responsibility and requires respect, love, reverence and hard work for the theories, events, figures and iconic works of architectural heritage.
Therefore we should foster an editorial team as soon as possible for the architectural heritage undertakings, making it an expert in publishing field, an interdisciplinary

master and an authority in cultural cognition. Though it is never easy, it's the objective of constructing the national architectural heritage.
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Some Thoughts on Urban Cultural Construction
and Cultural Heritage Protection
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Editor's Notes: This article is the speech given by Dr. Shan Jixiang, director of the Palace Museum, at the
27th seminar of the 11th NPC Standing Committee. The full text of the speech is provided below.
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