A BOOK

ABOU'T
A  FASCINATING LANGUAGE
CQF
A FASCINATING, ETHNIC _GROUP
IN' CHINA

shE &R

ZHANG YANCHANG KEZ &
Ll BING Z%E
NG , X1 3 M '

N UNIVERSITY PRESS
K 3 AR A



THE OROQEN LANGUAGE
wo & B

ZHANG YAN CHANG #, g

LI BI NG SR <
ZHANG X1 i

JJ.L].P'I Lu;-u-uuxll. 1 DNLOD

ol N T



THE OROQEN LANGUAGE
% & F i
KESE T O W W OF

o 45 i o el Bzt H

i MO HTTRETERR A S RAT
3 W B TR 2ENR B 7 W2 HUCERRI E

IF AL 78T = 1042 ER 1 a2 1989 F£7 BE 1 IR
ERslc: 5.937a, Hi&16 7 1 a4 =T B L IKED Y
T 131 "F"'?: B ¥, 1 —3500

ISBN 7—3601—0281—6 H-18 Effr: 1.30 7T



< 2 HR -

e

= =

CONTENTS

PREFACE

PHONETICS
. The Vowel System ssesesesessastessanssscassacsansasse
. The Consonant System sssrsssssessrsssssassansraness
. Vowel Harmony sssssssessscsaense
. Syllables sssssesrnssscaanannes secesessasssasensansensanse
 Stress stesss sesseseesessssatsssrseist IR eseRaaTeRss tt A

GRAMMAR
_ el ClA858g ssvevensviversisrevisvvsisesasvariiaisavaa
C The NOUI seseesesessasesssasscssasrossansssnsasansases
. Number ssssessssstassesscnsanss trescesasene ceeree
2. Casessessssssssascessasnasanns “eneees seacsaas cssctne
3. Category of pOSSESSION s+essssssasessassansanee
4. Gender sesseesse
_ The LoCative sesssesssssssssssassnsssnsssssssassessessa
_ The Pronoupn ssssssssessassessessasssssssssssassassasss
1. Personal PrONOUNS sssssessesscsscascansnse
2. Reflexive Pronouns sssesesssssescasseasessasss

3. Demnnstratlve Prﬂnouns BB ABASENEAARARNEE S
4_ Intﬂrrﬂgatlve Prﬂnoung ----------------------- .

(26)
(26)
(27)
(31)
(42)
(43)
(47)
(51)
(51)
(55)
(56)
(57)



V. The Adjective sssssesrsssscsarsaisessantasinsiasiacians (59)
VI. The Numeral seeessessecensessanssararsossarsacennccaes (64)
VI. The Verbesesssssesscesssnsssessssssssssssnsessassassanas (69)
Mood ssesessssse csessssitettarssstastensasTantatas (70)

2. Voice sseseese seresssssestetorisansercennansosnancs (Y])

3. ASPEClsreressesarasrasatenstatsntintinetassanes = (93)

4. Adjectivalization sessssssrescsnesnacesrenes o (97)

5 Adverbialization seesssssssss “sessasssssnssasse (101)

6. Link Verbs sssssessesssssassessesserscassassess (]]1])

VII. The Adverb ssessessassasssscsnansansense saeesennses - (112)
[/. The POStPOSI{ION =sessessessassassscsacanssosnnsenses (120)
K. The CONUNCLION *+esressssrersasssrarssrasnnnense (22
71. The Particle sseeeeccess sssssssnsanas sesssesssrssssssas ([27)
T, The Onomatssessessessensassecransassessearsarsassaces (130)
X111, Sentence Members seesssscessssssssecsssscecssce (137)

XIV. Sentence Structure and Sentence Types ss=++ (143)

. VOCABULARY



PREFACE

Orogen, like its sister language Owenk, is a member of
the North Tungusic division of the Tungusic branch of the
Altaian family of languages. It is closely related to Hezhen,
Sibo and Manchu, which constitute the South Tungusic divi-
sion of the Tungusic language branch. Except for Sibo and
Manchu, all the other Tungusic languages have no written
forms.

Orogen is characterized by its highly developed system
of agelumerative suffixes and perfect vowel harmony. Its vo-
cabulary is full of words reflecting the specific life pattern of
the Orogen people as skilled hunters.

According to the most recent statistics, Orogen has
about 2,500 speakers, settled down in Xunke, Heihe,
Shibazhan and Baiyina of Heilongjang Prvince and in the
Crogen Autonomous Banner of Inner Mongolia. In spite of
the fact that the Orogen language has no written form and
its speakers scatter over the vast territory of Da Hinggan
Ling no conspicuous linguistic divergences have been ob-
served among the various settlements. This book is based on
the dialect spoken by the Orogens living in the Xunke Coun-
ty, Heilongpang Province.

The Orogen Language is the product of a research prot
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ect sponored by the Education Commissjon of China, Be-
sides the authors,the other participants in the field work in-
clude Associate ProfessorXu Xiangwu, Mr. Ying Tiechao,
Mr. Liu Yanfeng and Mr. Ge Xinmin. We enjoyed their
company and greatly benefited from their valuable sugges-
tions concerning the preparation of this book.



PHONETICS

1. THE VOWEL SYSTEM

Oroqen has 17 vowels, of which 10 are short, 7 are long.

Short vowels are: i, e,E,u, v,0,9,9,a, y

Long vowels are: i, u:, o:, v;, 9:,2:,a:

Except for ¢,§ and y, all the short vowels have their long
counterparts.

The vowels in Orogen are all oral vowels.

v, v, 9, 9:, a, a:and E are tense vowels whose production
involves tension of the muscles of the vocal tract.E is a tense
vowel in a stressed syllable, but it weakens toE and becomes a
lax vowel in unstressed syllables.i, i:, u, u:,9,9:,e,0,0:;,andy
are lax vowels both in stressed and unstressed syllables, as
they are articulated with little tension. .

According to the position of the tongue and lips and the
degree of tension necessary for their production, the vowels
in Oroqen are classified as follows: '



front central back
un - un— un—
rounded rounded rounded
rounded rounded rounded
lax tense | lax tense | lax tense | lax tense | lax tense | lax tense
i u v
close : y
i 7 L
half— | o
e
close o:
_ 2
mid 3
2:
half- )
open a:
a
open
a: , :

i is a front close unrounded vowel. It does not occur in
the open syllable of a monosyllabic word, but it can be found

in any syllable of a polysyllabic word. For example:

anin mother dili head

ilado—  lick inni tongue

luki arrow  head vnadzi girl

Gimor mouth  piece t2:di dress
of a pipe

1: is the corresponding long vowel of i. It can occur In
any syllable of a word. For example: '

bi: I

Gl: you

1:k? wok

Gi:lo galibladder

_4_.__



nt; who uni— sell

aci:  woman mitti: we

When 1: occurs in the last syliable of an affixed root, it
becomes shorter and is pronounced as (1) . For example:

I:ram iIs read as Ciram) (I) come 1n

uni:ran is read as Cuniranl (he) selis

ninni:rani is read as (ningird’ni) (you) scold

u is a back close rounded vowel. It occurs in
polysvllabic words and in the closed syllable of a monosyl-
labic word. For example:

ukur  ox umurun thumb

ukun  milk umukcu ice

urumu thorn kukin  daughter—in—law

cuk> axe dzu:gdu bee

u: is the corresponding long vowel of u. It may occur in
any syllable. For example:

bu: we buga give

cu: you(plur.) cucikun  cricket
gu: bottle dzu:kin  otter
anu: illness nu:ta pine tar

v is the corresponding tense vowel of u. In the produc-
tion of v the mouth opens wider and the tongue 1s a little bit
more retracted backwards. v never occurs in the open sylla-
ble of a monosyllabic word. For example:

bvwa  sky morin  horse

vla quilt  vmvkta egg

nagr  age amvrdat  pond



dgvwa summer tca:wodrv day after tomrrow
v: 1S the corresponding long vowel of v. In the produc-
tion of v: the tongue position is some where between (v)

and (o) .
v: may occur in any syllable of a word. For example:
bv:g stag vry:n hoof
amv:n dung tr:ra:—  read
malv: northern ke:ni—  shout
heatable
brick bed
vre:— pile up  ake:nar brother

e is a front half—close vowel. It 1s nonsyllabic and never

occurs in the initial position of a word, It is always pre-

ceded by a consonant or a semi—vowel. Producing e involves

little tension of the muscles of the tongue root, and the

tongue body is kept in a natural position. For e::zample:

nap tce—
dkela:—
koawce—
uple

ovum ko:nde pit
stamp(v) anpamte—  kneel down
discuss tutu e dove
cousins on the tuwale cousinship

paternal side

E is the tense counterpart of e, It is a front mid vowel. In

the production of € the tongue position is lower and the aw

opening is wider than that of ¢.Eis anon—syllabic sound. It is

always preceded by a consonant or a semi—vowel.E canoccur

in any syllable of a word. For example:



JEGa eye

bE month
Echa ear
ma:1En bullet

slope

pig

birch—bark bucket
heart

E is articulated as () in a monsyllabic word as well as
in the stressed open syllable. For example:

(k’vn’kE)

Eis palatalized after bilabials and apico—alveolars. For

kvnge i1s read as

bE i1s read as
example:

bE is read as

UktEn i1s read as
md:lEn  1s read as

mEgan 1s read as

uk’t jEn
mo:'1jEn

mIE san

month
cover(n)
bullet
heart

o is a back half—close rounded vowel. In its production
the tongue position is somewhere between (8) and (o) in
the IPA. o can occur in any syllable of a word. For example:

dojyon  April
lok— take off
olbot— bathe
olo:kit— lie

other
boil
thin
frail

When o occurs in the first syllable and i1s not preceded
by a consonant, it is close to (u) in the IPA in pronuncia-

tion.
olo:— 1s reda as
olbot— is reda as
okto: is reda as

(ul’pot )
(ok’t 0:)

boil _
bathe

frail



o: is the long counterpart of o. It can occur in any sylla-
ble of a word. For example:

mo:won silver dzo:n October

bo:do chopping korg>  bridge
knife

dzo: February olo:k false

ko:to knife korgo: cupboard

2 1s a back half—open rounded vowel. It can occur n
any syllable except for the open syllable of a monosyllabic
word. For example:

bol>  Autumn dmpolE grandson
dolbo  night konge deaf )
toroki  wild boar andkts  ramie
tortgs  beans okt road

When 2 occurs in the first syllable of a word and 1s not
preceded by a consonant it is pronounced as (p) with a
wider jaw opening. For example:

omdlE is read as (omd'lE)  grandson

onokt> is read as (pndk 't 2) ramie

okt is read as (ok 't ) road

2: 1s the long counterpart of 2. It can occur in both

monosyllabic and polysyllabic words. For example:

n:wodo ago a:ki how many
mon: monkey 62U often
ka:kan  child aran do

mo: tree >Gikta  star

3: 1s articulated as (w2:) When it occurs in the first syl-
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lable of a word and s not preceded by a consonant, For ex-
ample:

a:ran 1S rcad as  Cwaran) do

aki  is read as  (wd'xi) how many

agikta is rcad as (woxik ‘ta) star

2 1s a central vowel. It can occur in any syllable except
for the open syllable of a monosyllabic word. For example:

doara  face 9lu green onion
urka door an2k3a: aunt
tigde rain bar bow
ulad meat targan cart

3: 1s the long counterpart of 3. It is actually pronounced

as (p:) since in the production of it the aw opening is wid-
er than that of 2. For example:

:m mcdicine  argild: below
ka:ka  cat dza:ktd  rice
ula— dig guda: belly

uma:t3  earthworm ka:rd  fruit—skin
a 1s a low central vowel and the tense counterpart of 2. a

occurs only in polysyllabic words and 1s pronounced as
(A

buwa sky gara  crotch

altan  gold ilga [Tlower

ilan three tcawo  sore

bira river ajan  bend of a river

a: 1s the long counterpart of a. It can occur in both
monosyllabic and polysyllabic words. For example:

-



ila:n light(n) a:kin liver

tima:na tomorrow dza:n len
ata:kEe spider am reht side g
dilgatcan M(n) dzildzima: Swallow

y is a front close rounded vowel. Its frequency of occur-
rence is the lowest among Orogen vowels. For example:
dzy] nephew d&yp saliva

[I. THE CONSONANT SYSTM

There are 17 consonants in Oroqgen. According to the
point and manner of articulation, they can be classified as
follows:

apico— hard— soft—
bilabial
alveolar palate palate
unaspirated b d ' q
stop .
aspirated p t 5 k
1
unaspirated dz
affricate +
aspirated tc
fricative G
nasal m n n i n
trill r
lateral ]
semi—vowel w ]

In Orogen stops and affricates are all voiceless sounds.
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However, a distinction is made among them between aspira-
tion and unaspiration. b, d, g, dz are voiceless unaspirated
sounds and p, t, k, ¥ are voiceless aspirated sounds. There-
‘fore, aspiration is an important feature capable of distin-
guishing meaning of words in the Orogen language.

Compare:
bu:— give | pu: hot summer day
gudi stomach guti: bitter
gadan want kattan chop

The following table shows the possible positions a con-
sonant may occupy in a syllable ora word:
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