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In this book you will view
many wonderful water
gardens from some of the
world’s top designers.
Some are large, some are
complex, some are rather
small, and some simple.
What do they all have in
common? They live at the intersection of art

and craft.

The art of water design stems from a deep
appreciation for the power and the mystery of
water. Water shapes canyons and cuts granite.
It can wash away cities. In the form of spring

rain it regenerates life, it feeds plants, and

strengthens roots. Our bodies are mostly water,

and we can’t survive for long without it.

The combination of water movement and
plant life purifies water. Water is conveyed
from the sea in the form of cloud formations
to the highest mountains. From there it flows
in brooks, creeks, and rivers, through irises,
sedges, and other plants, purifying itself in the
process.

Still water reflects the surroundings. From
your perspective form and reflection behold

one another. You are not it, but it is you.

The nature of water is like mind. When quiet,
the chaotic swirl settles, and clarity arises. The
experience of fresh, clean, and clear water
can bring these qualities to us. Water has a
strong power of entrainment — that is, our
consciousness tracks the sounds, the moisture
and feeling of water, and we meld with the

qualities of water.

Water defines level. As such it gives rise to
geometry and axis. Water is the basis, the
ground plane. It is also buoyant and removes
us from the challenges of gravity. We can float
our bodies, or boats, or cargo ships on water.

Water has always been a central theme in
gardens that depict Heaven. Perhaps because
it reflects the sky, water joins Heaven and
Earth. Pure Land gardens in Japan have a large
central pond, dream-like in its beauty. Persian
gardens and Mughal gardens of India are all
built around water.

The craft of water design is very demanding.
Water is unforgiving. If you argue with water
about what is level, water always wins. Water
wears things out. Water corrodes and carves
deep holes in granite.

When water is precious and needs to be
carefully contained, any small leak or design
flaw can lose an enormous amount of water
and be very difficult to detect.

A great deal of the craft of water design is
ancient. However, there are some technological
developments that have greatly altered the
language of what is possible. With electricity
came pumps, so water could be moved upward
and recirculated. Also with electricity came
lighting and before long we were able to put
colored lights in pools of water. Then came the
variable speed pump and LED lights which can
display 64,000 different colors. The pumps,
the lights, and sound can be controlled by a
computer that can be programmed or reactive

to the environment.

What I think you will find as you carefully
look at the gardens in this book, is that water is
only an elemental component of a total design.

The design includes the structure, the plant

material, the boundaries, the qualities of the
water containment, the grades, the movement

of the body through the space and the eye.

Martin Mosko
Marpa Landscape Design Studio
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Prive by Sansiri Bangkok, Thailand 1 144 m? TR.O.P Pok Kobkongsanti, Charkhrit Chartarsa
Prive A8 ZEEH

Prive' by Sansiri is an Exclusive Luxury Condominium in the
Prime Bangkok Location. T.R.O.P’s target group is a successful 40-
plus people, so the design has to be neat and elegant and its scope
includes the ground floor garden and the swimming pool on the

roof.

For the ground floor, Sansiri asked the design team to create a
wall to enclose and screen the Lobby from the public. However,
designers found that the area was a bit small. So instead of building
solid wall, which would make the area feel even smaller, designers
proposed a custom-designed sculpture wall as the alternative. The
O] 2 wall is a series of sculptural columns, and each has some space
between one another. As a result, the area has some ventilation and
plays with natural light in a much more interesting way. At the base
of the columns, designers strategically place a reflecting pond to

make the visual even more beautiful.
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For the pool, originally, the
architects provided a small

_ ‘ e . rectangular pool in the middle of

! 28 . o B AT S AT Lo L om Lo Lo ) o L the roof. Because it had a great view
here, T.R.O.P suggested them to
create an L-shape pool, right at the

615 edge of the building instead. With
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: this design, it has one of the best
V14860

woists v L /| e \ views of Bangkok for the residents.
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