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Portsmouth, England.

Thursday 16th October, 8.38 a.m.

Rob Zanelli leaned forward and pressed the but-
ton on the front of his computer. Instantly, the
soft whirr of the computer’s hard disk started up.
Moments later his display screen was scrolling
up lines of information as the computer worked
through the opening sequence Rob had defined
for it.

He didn’t bother to watch. Instead, he gazed
out of his bedroom window at the broad expanse
of garden at the front of the Zanellis’ large house.
They lived in Portsmouth, in Manor House,
occupying a proud position high up on Ports-
down Hill.

From here, the whole town looked as if it was
laid out like a carpet. Tall glass tower blocks
jutted up from the rows of red-roofed houses
stretching away into the distance. Over to his
right, Rob could see the glistening waters of
Portsmouth Harbour. He watched for a moment
as a grey Royal Navy destroyer nosed its way
into the dockyard.
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Then, as the screen display switched on, Rob
turned back to it.

[u] PROGRAM CONTROLLER v

File Edit View Options Window Utilities Favelist Help

-
% ~=
2 |7 Vv kA -
Desk-Top Database

|-
/]

He reached to his left and swept the computer’s
mouse to one side. On the screen an arrow-
shaped pointer moved onto the Internet icon -
a miniature globe. Rob gave the mouse’s left
button a sharp click.

As he did so he looked up, to one of the shelves
above his computer desk. Next to a row of
manuals sat a small black box, a row of red lights
flickering madly on its front. Two cables led from
the box. One of them connected to the back of his
computer. The other snaked away to a telephone
socket in the corner of the room.

The black box was a modem, a gadget for
enabling his computer to connect to other
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computers as though they were talking to each
other on the telephone.

As the red lights settled into a fixed pattern, the
screen display went dark. For those few moments
Rob’s face was reflected in the screen, a typical
thirteen-year-old’s face with bright alert eyes and
wavy brown hair.

And then his reflection was gone. As the
display lit up once more, Rob moved closer to the
computer. However many times he did this part,
it still amazed him. Suddenly - there it was.

o NET NAVIGATOR Y
File Edit View Options Window Utilities Favelist Help

Prevlousj__l - Next ]_[ Home l_[ Print I
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Mail: 0 MESSAGES WAITING

He was connected to the Internet, a network
of computers which covered the whole world.
From his keyboard now he could send a
message anywhere: America . . . Australia . . .
Canada . . . Papua New Guinea - anywhere
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with a computer that was connected to the Net.

He sat for a moment, thinking about what to
do first. Where to go? Then, he made a decision -
and smiled to himself.

With all the world to choose from, he’d decid-
ed to have a look at what was going on in . . .
Portsmouth, the city he’d lived in all his life.

He moved the pointer up to the menu bar, and
clicked on the word FaveList. A second menu
dropped down, containing the locations on the
Net that Rob most regularly visited:

[n] : NET NAVIGATOR i 7
Ip

File Edit View Options Window gtilﬂm
Previous ]_l Next '_I Home |Chess Forum

Graphics Tools

Games Library

Newspaper Library

Newsgroups

New’f!sérs NS
What's On Guk

[
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He clicked on ‘New Users’. There was the
faintest of pauses before the computer responded.
Rob scanned the list on the screen quickly, his
eyes flicking down the row of names with
practised ease. As he saw one, he smiled.
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‘Hey,’ he said. ‘A school Newbie.’

A Newbie was any newcomer to the Internet,
and the command Rob had clicked had been to
ask for a list of all new joiners in his area over the
past month. There, in the middle of the list, one
name had caught his attention.

‘Abbey School’, read the line. Moving the
mouse pointer up to the line, Rob clicked again.
At once, another page flashed up onto the screen.

[a] NET NAVIGATOR _ AV
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B About Abbey School
‘W Staff e-mail addresses
B Pupil e-mail addresses

e-mail: findlay@abbey.PRIME.co.uk Mail:

Rob checked out each option in turn, nod-
ding slowly as he did so. Only one user so far,
and that was a member of staff. No point
sending messages there. Still, things might
change. Rob made a mental note to keep
on checking the Abbey School home page
for new user IDs. Sooner or later, he hoped,
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