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PREFACE

Ms. Zhu introduced to Saskatchewan farm book

Forward: Ms. Zhu's book on Agrlculture in Saskatchewan

As Minister of Agrlculture for the provmce of Saskatchewan (February 2004' o

to November 2007) I came to deeply appreciate the breadth and depth of the

Agriculture Industry in Saskatchewan. Agriculture has been and continues to be
at the heart of Saskatchewan’s economy. The province has 64.3 million acres 0f b
farmland, 41% of Canada’s arable land. We have produced and exported massWe -
quantities of the world’s hlghest quahty gralns oﬂseeds and pulse crops

In 1961 at a time when much of the rest of the world refused to trade with Chma ‘ ‘

Canada agreed to a massive shipment of wheat. Most of that wheat shipped to Chma .
was grown here in Saskatchewan. Today we continue to ship high quahty wheat and
Saskatchewan malt barley is a significant ingredient in some of China’s most papular; o

beers. We have developed a good relationship built on trust and years of meamngful‘ .

trade which has been of beneﬁt to China and Saskatchewan

Currently Saskatchewan produces most of Canada’s pulse crops (lentils, chic‘kﬁeas‘,» ‘
peas) and hold the distinction of being the world’s largest exporter of these products.
The Crop Development‘Centre at the College of Agriculture and Bioresources
(AgBio), University of Saskatchewan (U of 8) is recogmzed worldwide as a leader ;
in pulse research.

Saskatchewan has Canada’s second largest Beef Cattle herd, a significant herd
of Bison and over the years has had strong hog, poultry and dairy industries. Our
horticulture industry, fruit and vegetable production, is growing rapidly and has
tremendous potential for expansion. All of these areas of Agriculture are supported
by research and development at one of the world’s leading Colleges of AgBio at the
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U of S in the city of Saskatoon.

I was thrilled when I heard Ms. Zhu had written, in Mandarin, a book about
agriculture in Saskatchewan. In 2007 I had the opportunity to travel in China and to
meet with many in China’s agriculture and food

industry. Some of the finest agricultural researchers at the College of AgBio at
the U of S are originally from China. Even though there are many differences
in agricultural practises between China and Saskatchewan there are similarities
and tremendous opportunities for Chinese farmers who may be interested in
Saskatchewan. With many Saskatchewan farmers looking at selling their farms and
retiring new people are needed to help build and work in the industry. Committed
and knowledgeable people are needed at every level of the industry from primary
production and marketing to processing and research and development. Ms. Zhu’s
book will help people from China get a sense of just how great some of these
opportunities could be. Saskatchewan needs knowledgeable, hardworking people to
bring this industry to ever greater levels of success.

There is great potential in traditional areas of agriculture and great opportunities
for growth in some of the non-traditional areas such as horticulture. With current
irrigation and plans for even more irrigated land in the future there are opportunities
to grow higher value vegetable crops. With more labour intensive horticulture
developing there will also be significant opportunity for more permanent and
seasonal farm labourers. In short, there are untold opportunities and tremendous need
to grow the agriculture industry in Saskatchewan. I commend Ms. Zhu for writing
this book and hope that those who read it will come to Saskatchewan to explore and
take advantage of those opportunities.

In comparison with China, Canada and Saskatchewan are very young. Saskatchewan
only became a province in 1905. Immigrants primarily from Europe settled in the
province and developed the agriculture industry. Farming has changed dramatically
since the early days of the settlers who farmed with oxen and horses. Today the
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equipment is massive and uses advanced technology to produce crops efficiently and
in most cases with much less physical labour than in the past. Farmers today are
using the best scientific and environmental practises to care for the soil and to grow
crops that are healthy and nutritious.

By 2050 the world population is expected to be 9 billion people. All these
people will need food, fibre and energy. The arable and highly productive land
in Saskatchewan will be vital in providing essential resources to this world.
Productive land today is extremely valuable. By 2050 its value will have grown
significantly and those who farm it and those with knowledge and expertise in the
Agriculture and Food industry will be in great demand. It is important to know
that there are some restrictions on foreign ownership of Saskatchewan farmland
by non-Canadian individuals, corporations and publically traded corporations, but
Canadian citizens and Canadian residents (those who live in Canada for more than
183 days per year) and a range of Canadian based corporations are not subject to the
farmland ownership restrictions. In addition, applications for exemptions to these
restrictions can be made to the Saskatchewan Farmland Security Board. For detailed
information see: HYPERLINK "http://www.farmland.gov.sk.ca/" \t " blank" http://
www.farmland.gov.sk.ca/

1 would like to thank Ms. Zhu for writing this book and in so doing, sharing the rich
opportunities available in Saskatchewan with friends in China.
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