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Chapter 27

Ruined, and Going Downhill

As soon as my knees were sufficiently® healed, I was turned into a
small meadow for a month or two. No other creature was there, and
though 1 enjoyed the liberty and the sweet grass, yet I had been so long
used to society that I felt very lonely. Ginger and I had become fast
friends, and now I missed her company extremely.

I often neighed when I heard horses’ feet passing in the road, but I
seldom got an answer, till one morning the gate was opened, and who
should come in but poor old Ginger! The man slipped off her halter and
left her there. With a joyful whinny I trotted up to her; we were both
glad to meet, but I soon found that it was not for our pleasure that she
was brought to be with me. Her story would be too long to tell, but the
end of it was that she had been ruined by hard riding, and was now
turned off to see what rest would do.

Lord George was young and would take no wamning. He was a hard
rider, and would hunt whenever he could get a chance, quite careless of
his horse. Soon after I left the stable there was a steeplechase®, and he
determined to ride. Though the groom told him the mare was a little
strained®, and was not fit for the race, he did not believe it, and on the
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¢ Black Beauty

day of the race he urged Ginger to keep up with the foremost riders.
With her high spirit, she strained herself to the utmost and came in with
the first three horses; but her wind was touched, besides which, he was
too heavy for her, and her back was strained.

“And so,” she said, “here we are, ruined in the prime of our youth
and strength—you by a drunkard®, and I by a fool; it is very hard.”

We both felt in ourselves that we were not what we had been.
However that did not spoil the pleasure we had in each other’s company.
We did not gallop about as we once did, but we used to feed and lie
down together, and stand for hours under one of the shady lime-trees®
with our heads close to each other; and so we passed our time till the
family returned from town.

One day we saw the Earl come into the meadow, and York was with
him. Seeing who it Was, we stood still under our lime—tree, and let
them come up to us. They examined us carefully. The Earl seemed much
annoyed.

“There is three hundred pounds flung away for no earthly® use,”
said he; “but what I care most for is, that these horses of my old friend,
who thought they would find a good home with me, are ruined®. The
mare shall have a twelve-months’ run, and we shall see what that will
do for her; but the black one must be sold;’ tis a great pity, but I could
not have knees like these in my stables.”

“No, my lord, of course not,” said York, “but he might get a place
where appearance is not of much consequence ©®, and still be well
trained. I know a man in Bath, the master of some livery stables, who
often wants a good horse at a low figure®; I know he looks well after

his homes. The inquest cleared the home’s character, and your lordship’s
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i BlackBeauty

recommendation® or mine would be sufficient warrant for him.”

“You had better write to him, York. I should be more particular
about the place than the money he would fetch.”

After this they left us.

“They’1l soon take you away,”’ said Ginger, “and I shall lose the
only friend I have, and most likely we shall never see each other again.’
Tiss a hard world! ”

About a week after this, Robert came into the field with a halter,
which he slipped over my head and led me away. There was no leave-
taking of Ginger; we neighed to each other as I was led off, and she
trotted anxiously along by the hedge, calling to me as long as she could
hear the sound of my feet.

Through the recommendation of York, I was bought by the master
of the livery stables. I had to go by train, a new experience to me,
requiring® a good deal of courage the first time; but as I found the
puffing, rushing, whistling, and more than all, the trembling of the
horse-box in which I stood, did me no real harm, 1 soon took it quietly.

When I reached the end of my journey, I found myself in a tolerably
comfortable stable and well attended® to. These stables were not so airy
and pleasant as those I had been used to. The stalls were laid on a slope®
instead of being level, and as my head was kept tied to the manger, I
was obliged always to stand on the slope, which was very fatiguing. Men
do not seem to know yet that horses can do more work if they can stand
comfortably and can turn about.

However, I was well fed and well cleaned, and, on the whole, I
thinlk our master took as much care of us as he could. He kept a good
many horses and carriages of different kinds, for hire. Sometimes his
own men drove them; at others the horse and chaise were let to

gentlemen or ladies who drove themselves.

210 -



@ recommendation
/,rekomen'deifn/ n. #FH K
=,k

@ require /ri'kwais (r)/ v. &
Z2,BXK,HS(XPEER)

® attend /o'tend/ v. BBBR, B ¥,
1533

@ slope /sloup/ n. £43%, MH,
B

VL .

ERL

“ERESESM, AR, REMXLD
A NFHIATE, MARMAELEE .

e, MfiTEBEITT .

HATRRSIERTER " /B, R
MERERME—HR, WEHRTRERIF®R
EANERE T, XERKKET.”

ML KA—FLFF, BHERET, €
WREELEERL L, RBRAEET ., B
M REMES MET PR W AT AR S, &
WITEEBIVHBERER, MEHERKE
B, HEIRKEPHEHK,

SATHER, RESFEREANALE
To BAMFKXEE, XATHRE KKK,
MEMEXRE—KER, REAXELEM,
T, G, REERNREREARRNET
BREE, EIFAREGER, HERBHRHE
BLT o

FAMREA SR, RELEELEAHER
SEE, mERBIRERE, SRXKL
BA MU RN IHEE, SAER, £
&, WEARKFE, MEERSE L, HEH
kA DR, RFEWHERE L, HEEA
WE, AMIREBEABA, MR DEEE R E K
ED, WIISHELHE,

AEER, REIFONHE, RERH
2, BIHEASRR TR OHNT, Bh
WEARMER DS, JHHERT. AT

. HOWABR, AREMDMSEREER L

B

211 -



Chapter 28

A Job Horse and Its Drivers

Hitherto I had always been driven by people who at least knew how
to drive; but in this place I was to get my experience of all the different
kinds of bad and ignorant driving to which we horses are subjected®; for
I was a “job-horse®”, and was let out to all sorts of people who wished
to hire me; and as I was good-tempered and gentle, I think I was more
often let out to the ignorant drivers than some of the other horses,
because I could be depended upon. It would take a long time to tell of all
the different styles in which I was driven, but I will mention a few of
them.

First, there were the tight-rein drivers—men who seemed to think
that all depended on holding the reins as hard as they could, never
relaxing the pull on the horse’s mouth or giving him the least liberty of
movement. These are always talking about “keeping the horse well in
hand”, and “holding a horse up,” just as if a horse was not made to
hold himself up.

Some poor broken-down horses, whose mouths have been made hard
and insensible® by just such drivers as these, may, perhaps, find some
support in it; but for a horse who can depend upon its own legs, has a
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? Black Beauty

tender ® mouth, and is easily guided, it is not only tormenting, but
stupid.

Then there are the loose-rein drivers, who let the reins lie easily on
our backs and their own hand rest lazily on their knees. Of course, such
gentlemen have no control over a horse, if anything happens suddenly. If
a horse shies?, starts, or stumbles, they are nowhere, and cannot help
the horse or themselves till the mischief® is done.

Of course, for myself, I had no objection to it, as I was not in the
habit of either starting or stumbling, and had only been used to depend
on my driver for guidance and encouragement; still, one likes to feel the
rein a little in going downhill, and likes to know that one’s driver has
not gone to sleep.

Besides, a slovenly® way of driving gets a horse into bad, and often
lazy, habits; and when he changes hands he has to be whipped out of
them with more or less pain and trouble. Squire Gordon always kept us
to our best pace and our best manners. He said that spoiling a horse and
letting him get into bad habits was just as cruel as spoiling a child, and
both had to suffer for it afterwards.

Moreover, these drivers are often altogether careless, and will attend
to anything else rather than to their horses. I went out in the phaeton®
one day with one of them; he had a lady and two children behind. He
flopped® the reins about as we started, and, of course, gave me several
unmeaning® cuts with the whip, though I was fairly® off. There had
been a good deal of roadmending going on, and even where the stones
were not freshly laid down there was a great many loose ones about. My
driver was laughing and joking with the lady and the children, and
talking about the country to the right and to the left; but he never
thought it worth while to keep an eye on his horse, or to drive on the
smoothest parts of the road; and so it easily happened that I got a stone
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Black Beauty

in one of my fore? feet.

Now, if Mr. Gordon or John, or, in fact, any good driver, had
been there, he would have seen that something was wrong before I had
gone three paces. Or, even if it had been dark, a practised hand would
have felt by the rein that there was something wrong in the step, and
would have got down and picked out the stone. But this man went on
laughing and talking whilst at every step the stone became more firmly
wedged® between my shoe and the frog of my foot. The stone was sharp
on the inside and round on the outside, which, as every one knows, is
the most dangerous kind that a horse can pick up, as it cuts his foot and
at the same time makes him most liable® to stumble and fall.

Whether the man was partly blind or only very careless, I can’t say;
but he drove me with that stone in my foot for a good half mile before
he saw, anything was wrong. By that time I was going so lame® with
the pain that at last he saw it, and called out, “Well, here’s a go! Why,
they have sent us out with a lame horse! What a shame! ”

He then jerked the reins and flipped about with the whip, saying,
“Now, then, it’s no use playing the old soldier with me; there’s the
journey to go, and it’s no use turning lame and lazy. ”

Just at this time a farmer came riding up on a brown cob®; he lifted
his hat and pulled up.

“I beg your pardon, sir,” he said, “but! think there is something the
matter with your horse; he goes very much as if he had a stone in his
shoe. If you will allow me, I will look at his feet; these loose, scattered
stones are very dangerous things for the horses.”

“He’s a hired horse,” said the driver. “I don’t know what’s the
matter with him, but it’s a great shame to send out a lame beast like
this.”

- 216 -



ZRD

Dfolio/n WEHLHE g AURET EESEE, AR
LR RRUES ARG T B,
| HMERAET, HaRARBRANMHIL,
| RETRINETIE, HXMARERE, &
L ORERKBEL, REZE-SREILNK
R, ARSI, BRI AT A D B
| BREMBEGEROER, FAEHF DN

@ wedge /wedz/ oy f;e% J2H, 7 i} a] G {a I 2R L

RIS AR HBE R, RFHH,

(B R E AR kR R THRE, 4K
L BURXIL, WEREEEE, MRT
®lable /ladbl adj B4 TR W, XREAR? ML TR

8, A B ( X PIETE) : T—ICE D, ERER.”

. HushE B AR, FIHET R,

@ lame flem/ v. ERBE (X Yo %, BERICREERM, RINEERK,

i) SR LA 1

MAEXRE, —PMRRXEEFRCHES
i, MR TETET

NP, Fed,” M, “RAEIRK DA
BT AR, fEE R G Bk RER
B, WRRH, REEE—THKEET, B
SEEELI A St S A KGR

“XR—VLERNDS,” REEEY, “H

® cob /kob/ n. EXEH, &£3L
HZBMND (XPEDIESIH
%)

T —

- 217 -



¢ BlackBeauty

The farmer dismounted®, and, slipping his rein over his arm, at
once took up my near foot.

“Bless me, there’s a stone. Lame! I should think so! ”

At first he tried to dislodge?® it with his hand, but as it was now
very tightly wedged®, he drew a stone-pick® out of his pocket, and very
carefully, and with some trouble, got it out. Then, holding it up, he
said, “there, that’s the stone your horse has picked up; it is a wonder he
did not fall down and break his knees into the bargain! ”

“Well, to be sure! ” said my driver. “That is a queer® thing; I
never knew before that horses picked up stones.”

“Didn’t you? ” said the farmer rather contemptuously®; “but they
do, though, and the best of them will do it, and can’t help it sometimes
on such roads as these. And if you don’t want to lame your horse, you
must look sharp and get them out quickly. This foot is very much
bruised,” he said, setting it gently down and patting me. “If I may
advise, sir, you had better drive him gently for a while; the foot is a
good deal hurt, and the lameness will not go off directly.”

Then, mounting his cob, and raising his hat to the lady, he drove
off.

When he was gone, my driver began to flop® the reins about and
whip the harness, by which I understood that I was to go on, which of
course I did, glad that the stone was gone, but still in a good deal of
pain.

This was the sort of experience we job-horses often had.
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Chapter 29

Cockneys

Then there is the steam-engine style of driving; these drivers were
mostly people from towns, who never had a horse of their own, and
generally travelled by rail.

They always seemed to think that a horse was something like a
steam-en-gine only smaller. At any rate, they think that if only they pay
for it, a horse is bound to go just as far, and just as fast, and with just
as heavy a load, as they please. And be the roads heavy and muddy?,
or dry and good, be they stony or smooth, uphill or downhill, it is all
the same—on, on, one must go at the same pace, with no relief® and
no consideration®.

These people never think of getting out to walk up a steep hill. Oh,
no, they have paid to ride, and ride they will. The horse? Oh, he’s
used to it! What were horses made for, if not to drag people uphill?
Walk! A good joke, indeed! And so the whip is plied®, and the rein is
jerked®, and often a rough, scolding voice cries out, “Go along, you
lazy beast! ” And then comes another slash of the whip, when all the

time we are doing our very best to get along, uncomplaining® and
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