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Congratulations

wo thousand years ago, on the Chinese
T land rose up a huge dragon. Today, it still

firmly stands there. It is the Great Wall
The Great Wall is a symbol of Chinese nation. Its
magnificence, its character of perseverence has
impelled the Chinese people to overcome dif-
ficulties one after another and defeat enemies
time and again. Now the Chinese nation is boldly
marching forward

The Great Wall is a crystallization of hard
work and wisdom of all Chinese peoples. It has
strong ability of defense, complete system,
strategic passes, numerous beacon towers. It
wound its way through boundless desert, over
steep cliffs and overhanging rocks, where no
human beings could be found and even birds and
animals never went. You can imagine what a
formidable project it is; what kind of persistence
it needs!

The Great Wall is a monument in the chinese
history. Time went by. For more than 2,000 years,
the Great Wall forged ahead in spite of the ups
and downs of the feudal dynasties. How many
battles and struggles it had witnessed! How
many significant historical events had happened
there! It will last forever as a monument and pass
on the history to the coming generations!

The Great Wall is a gem of the Chinese
nation and a great wonder of the world. It winds
its way up and down, crossing more than
100,000 li. It is one of the few things on earth
that could be seen from the space. It's a
tremendous project that has no rival throughout
the world. A world wonder, it really is!

The Great Wall is also a cultural treasure, a
splendid poem. Through the ages, how many
poets, literatis, artists, painters, sculptors, military
generals and guards had created everlasting
works, describing the grandeur of the Great Wall,
the narrow passes, the defense and battles, the
hardships of the people and the service guards.
the joys and sorrows, the partings and reunions
of life and so on. The topics are very wide. The
literary style is different. Some are tragic, some
are joyous, others are sad. Many widely-loved
poems had been handed down from generations

t6 generations. For example, Li Bai (the famous
poet of Tang Dynasty)'s “Through tens of
thousand i the long wind blows/ Over the
Yumen pass it goes”: Poet Wang Changling’s
“Long clouds from the Sea of Kokonor darken
the mountain of Snows/From this lone fortress
gaze far away to Yumen Barrier/Yellow sands, a
hundred battles have pieced our coats of mail/If
we do not defeat Loulan we never shall go
home”. Poet Wang Wei wrote, “Why not drink
one more bowl of wine/Beyond Yang Pass there
are only strangers”. Those famous ancient fortress
poets and their poems had formed a new style of
their own different from other ancient poems.
Comrade Mao Tsetung left the following famous
lines: “Landscape of the north:/ hundreds of
miles ice-frozen./thousands of miles snow flying/
Look at the Great Wall, /this side. other side,/-
only white wilder ness./Up anc ¢own the Yellow
River,/suddenly deep waves disappear.” and
“Heaven high, clouds light:/watching wild geese/
fly south and disappear/only heroes will reach
the Great Wall.” He combined the grandeur of the
Great Wall with the magnificent landscape of the
motherland and expressed his revolutionary mind.
“March of the Volunteers” (now the national
anthem) wrote these words, “With our own flesh
and blood, to build a new Great Wall.” It sang
out the strongest rhythm of solidarity of the
Chinese nation. The Great Wall, a spiritual
treasure, will still impel us forward today.

The building of the China Great Wall
Museum is just to finish. And “the Great Wall
Photo Album Guide” is to publish. | was invited
to write a few words for that. | should have
declined the offer. But since | have worked on
the Great Wall for more than forty years, and
have developed deep feelings towards the place
where the Great Wall museum stands., so |
happily accepted the offer and wrote down the
above words. Thinking of the limit of my
knowledge, I'm here ready for advice and
comments.

Luo Zhewen
April, 1994.
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General Account

The Great Wall Museum of China is sited at Badaling. Yanging County, Beijing. With the
Great Wall behind and Guntian Ravine in front. it is a comprehensive museum which makes the
Great Wall its theme. As its basic display. ‘the Great Wall’ can divided into seven special parts
They show the long—standing history and culture of the Great Wall, as well as its rich,
profound connotation

The Great Wall under various Dynasties:

This part gives a general account of the origin and development of the Great Wall. As well
as one of the greatest military defence works in human history. the Great Wall is a project which
speaks for the wisdom and tenacity of the ancient peoples in China and the level reached by
China's traditional architecture. It is generally thought that the Great Wall was built under the
First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty (221—207 B.C.). Actually, constructions of various sections of
the wall started long before his time—back in the Spring and Autumn period(770—476
B.C.)and the period of the Warring States (475221 B.C). As for walls for defense in general
sense, they appeared long before those periods. As long as the sedentary life based on
agriculture established, the primitive peoples had begun to build defense works, such as digging
ditches or building walls with rammed earth or stone around their settlements. By the time of
the dynasties of Shang and Zhou, along with the growth in productivity and the appearance of
private ownership, the defense works as these developed into the castles for defense. They
occured in everywhere, especially in frontier areas, and formed a defense circle guided the
capital of the kings. During the Spring and Autumn period. central power of Zhou degenerated,
and the ducal states fought each other for the supremacy. and they all took actions to
strengthen and expand their defenses. The states of Chu and Qi were the first to link up the
castles along the frontier with walls. Utilizing the advantages of mountains and rivers, Chu built
square walls, and Qi rectangle defense walls, and thus the Great Wall apeared in China. During
the Warring States period, seven of the ducal states emerged as the strongest. Geographically,
Chu was located in the south, Zhao in the north, Yan in the northwest. Qin in the west, Qi in
the east, Han and Wei in the centre. They contended with one another. Fierce fightings went on
among the seven as each tried to annex its neighbours. For defence they built walls against one
another—Chu built its square walls against Qin; Qi built a wall along its southern frontier
against Chu and Yue; Wei built its western wall against Qin; Zhao built a wall along its southern
border against Wei; and Yan built its southern wall against Zhao. These walls, referred by
hisorians as ‘inner walls’, did not link up together. At the same time. some nomadic tribes in the
north, such as the Xiongnu (the Huns), Yanyun, Loufan, Linhu and Donghu, became formidable
threats to Qin, Zhao and Yan. These tribes were good horseriders and archers. With the
powerful cavalry, they launched frequent forays into the border areas of Qin, Zhao and Yan, and
returned with captives, draught animals and valuables. This compelled the three states 1o buiid
walls as defence barriers along their northern borders and station troops there. Furthermore,
Prince Wuling of Zhao carried out military reforms by organizing a powerful cavalry and clothing
the cavalrymen in the style of nomadic peoples. making it easier for them to ride and to shoot
their arrows. It is thus clear that the Great Wall is a product of thousands years’ military
activities, especially for the purpose of coping with the invaders from the north, and it comes
from the primitive defence works such as ditches, earthed walls in prehistoric times.

Relying on his military superiority, by 221 B.C., the First Emperor of Qin conquered all other
six rival states and then founded China’s first centralized, united. feudal empire. By that time the
Xiongnu from northern grassland became a formidable threat to Qin dynasty. In 214 B C.. the
first emperor sent General Meng Tian against the Xiongnu. With 300,000 troops, the general
defeated the Xiongnu cavalry and drove them out of the north and beyond the Yellow River
loop, recovered the entire Yellow River Bend. To reinforce the frontier defences against the
Xiongnu, the emperor gave orders to launch an enormous project——building of the Great Wall,
‘constructing its defiles and passes in accordance with the configurations of the terrain. It
started at Lintao, and extended to Liaodong, reaching a distance of more than ten—thousand i’
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The walls orginally built in the northern borders of the states of Qin, Zhao and Yan were joined
up. and a lot of new walls were built extending to the new conquered areas in the north and
west. Twelve prefectures were set up along the wall barrier to defence the wall. Furthmore, the
walls, passes and fortifications built by the various states (which had a distance of two or three
thousand i at most, some only some hundred li) as protection against each other, were torn
down. These couldnot compare with the wall built by the First Emperor of Qin, which was over
ten—thousand i, and was referred to as ‘the Ten—thousand Li Great Wall’ in the first time. This
project is one of the most famous event in China’s history. Constructors had to reckon with the
long stretches of mountains and semi—desert the wall traversed, the sparse population of those
areas and the frigid winter climate. They utilized the natural mountain barriers to establish the
border defences, scooping out the valley and constructing ramperts and buliding installations at
other points where they are needed. The colossal structure, which snakes over the undulating
terrain of northern China, is comparable to any other historic wonder of the world in
significance and maynificence. For some reasons it is generally thought that the Great Wall was
built under the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty, and the wall remains in good shape in present
—day of the Ming Dynasty is just the wall of the First Emperor. Actually, coustructions of wall
started long before his time, and did not end until the middle of the 17th century when the
Ming Dynasty went into decline. The wall of the Qin dynasty lies far north of the wall of Ming
Dynasty, and in the eastern section, they are five or six hundred li away from each other. In the
traditional Chinese view, the Qin Dynasty is regarded as insufferably strict. Constructions of the
Great Wall meant a heavy burden for the people, and tens of thousands of men worked at the
construction sites lost their lives. The story of the young lady Meng Jiangnu. bring down a
section of the Great Wall by her tears, is known practically to every Chinese. So there are many
sites which are said to have something to do with the young lady. especialy the Temple of
Meng Jiangnu at Shanhai Pass. Though Meng Jiangnu was not a person of the Qin Dynasty,
the tale expresses the wish of the ancient labourers against oppression and feudalism.

During the end of the Qin Dynasty and the beginning of the Han Dynasty, the nomadic
tribes utilized the opportunity of the internal conflicts of the Central Plains to come southward.
Defeating the Donghu in the east, driving out the Yuezhi in the west, annexing the Loufan in
the south, and conquering the Dingling in the north, the Xiongnu grew strong again, organized
a powerful cavalry of 300,000, and frequently invaded the Central Plains. While the new regime
was first consolidating its power, the Han Dynasty was unable to rebel the Xiongnu attacks.
Therefore, it had to appease the raiders by sending them enormous amounts of expensive gifts
every year and arranging marriages between the royal family and the Xiongnu chieftains. But
this had been unsucessful and shameful. Until the reign of Emperor Wudi(140—87 B.C.). the
Han court tried a new tact to launch powerful counterattacks against the Xiongnu. Emperor
Wudi repeatedly sent Generals Wei Qing and Huo Qubing on large scale expeditions against the
Xiongnu, recovering the areas south of the Yellow River Bend, forcing them to move to the far
north so that it became impossible for them to establish their rule south ot the Gobi. Then the
court started a major renovation of the Qin wall along the Yellow River, extending it tc the far
east. A new wall was built to the west of the river, which reached into present-day Xinjiang,
then known as part of the ‘Western Regions’. Running from Liaodong in the east to the western
rim of the Salt Marsh(modern Lop Nur), the Great Wall of the Han Dynasty reached a distance
of over twenty thousand li, the longest among the walls built by various dynasties. Alongside
the wall and inside and outside it at certain distances from it. many defensive structures were
built with an eye to the shape of the landscape. such as castles in a row (lie cheng). fortresses,
trenches, artificial ridges, defence walls, blockhouses and beacon towers. Complicated measures
were adopted: there was a beacon tower at a disance of five li. an installation at ten li. a
blockhouse at thirty li, and a castle at one hundred Li. Beacon towers connected them. forming
a more complete defensive complex. According to records of the bamboo books of the Han
Dynasty, there was a systematic and complete rule on beacon. Burning fuel in stock, holding



high a torch. and lighting a beaconfire, were the three kind of fire—lighting; signals——smoke
by day and fire by night——differentiated with changes on the invader's situation. Thus during
the two hundred years’ reign of Emperor Wudi, Zhaodi, Xuandi and Yuandi. a complicated
system of castles —beacons from Lingju in the east to Luntai in the west and from Juyan in the
north to Dichi in the south was set up: Furthermore, the Han court built Yan Pass and Yumen
Pass, opened up the road to the Western Regions, and sent garrison troops or peasants to open
up wastelands and grow food grains, to ensure the road of east—west transportations which
was referred to as ‘Silk Road’ by later generations unblocked During the early years of the
Eastern Han Dynasty (25--220). some renovations were carried out. Thereafter, the Xiongnu
divided into two branches of north and south. The latter pledged allegiance to the court of Han,
and the former was defeated by the allied force of Han and the southern branch. Then no
further major renovation of the Great Wall was necessavy

The Eastern Han Dynasty was doomed in 220 with the country divided into and ruled by
three local lords. After fierce fightings, one of them conquered the other two and founded a
short—lived. united dynasty of Western Jin (265-—316). During that time. unable to cope with
the increasing pressure of the nomadic peoples in the north, many people of the Central Plains
moved southward, and nobody paid attention to the Great Wall, except tor Emperor Huidi, who
ordered Tangbin to repair the Qin wall near Youzhou to prevent from the attacks of the Rourans.
During the period of the Sixteen States, many northern nomadic peoples moved into the Central
Plains and set up their own dynasties, such as Northern Wei, Eastern Wei, Northern Qi, Western
Wei and Northern Zhou. These northern dynasties all harassed by nomadic peoples living further
to the north known as the Tujue and Rouran. Though limited in their resources, these regimes
had to follow the practices of their predecessors by rebuilding the Great Wall. Large ‘projects
were carried out under the dynasties of Northern Wei(384-—534) and Northern Qi (550—577)
especially. In the years between 424 and 430, Emperor Taiwudi of Northern Wei repeatedly sent
his troops on expedition against the Rouran, forcing them to move to the north of the desert. At
the same ume of setting up six garrison headquaters in the areas north of Pingchen, the first
capital of the Northern Wei, and south of Yinshan mountain, the emperor ordered to build the
Great Wall at the areas south of Changchuan, which started at Chicheng on the east and
terminating in Wuyuan in the present—day Inner Mongolia Autonomous Regions on the west,
reaching a distance of one thousand li. Some years later, another wall was built, which was
more than one thousand !i in length, extending from Shanggu near Beijing to Hequ County in
Shanxi Province. half-—embracing the southern side of Datong, the capital of the Northern Wei
In 534, the Northern Wei was divided into two parts, the Eastern Wei and the Western Wei. To
cope with the associated attack of the Western Wei and the Rouran, in 543, prime minister
Huar of the Eastern Wei built a wall in Beishan, Sizhou Prefecture, which runned from Maling
in the west to Tucheng in the east. Still bigger projects were undertaken by the Northern Qi
Dynasty. Although a short—lived dynasty, it constructed two walls along its northern and
western borders The northern wall was built mainly by the Emperor Weixuandi in several times:
it extended from northwest of Datong in the west to the Bohai Sea coast in the east. reaching a
distance over three thousand li. which was used to cope with the Tujue and the Qidan. The
western wall was built by the Emperor Wuchengdi to check the eastward invasion of the castern
Zhou, reaching a distance of two hundred li: moreover, the emperor built a garrison headquarter
of Xunzhang in Zhiguan PDyass (modern Jiyuan County, Henan Province). ard set up twelve
frontier posts. In 577, the Northern Zhou subdued the Northern Qi. As precautions against the
Tujue and the Qidan in the :orth, the Zhou court strengthed the former walls of the Northern
Wei and thé Northern Qi, as well as trying to appease the Tujue. In 579, the Emperor Jingdi
ordered Yi o make an inspection tour of the Great Wall, and built a wall that stretched from
Yanmen Pass in Shanxi Province to Jieshi in Hebei Province. A lot of innovations and
improvements were made. which were vevy crucial. In the dynasties of the Western Jin,
Northern Wei, Eastern wei, Northern Qi and Northern Zhou. over five thousand li of walls were
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