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2D 4 - Bibliomania

The ingenious Peignot, in the first volume of his Dictionnaire de
Bibliologie, p.51, defines the Bibliomania to be “a passion for possessing
books; not so much to be instructed by them, as to gratify the eye by
looking on them. He who is affected by this mania knows books only by
their titles and dates, and is rather seduced by the exterior than interior.”
This is, perhaps, too general and vague a definition to be of much benefit
in the knowledge, and consequent prevention, of the disease: Let us,

therefore, describe it more certainly and intelligibly.

Symptoms of this disease are instantly known by a passion for
I. Large Paper Copies; II. Uncut Copies; III. Illustrated Copies; IV.
Unique Copies; V. Copies Printed Upon Vellum; VI. First Editions;
VII. True Editions; VIII. A General Desire for the Black Letter. We will
describe these symptoms more particularly.

I. Large Paper Copies. These are, a certain set or limited number
of the work printed in a superior manner, both in regard to ink and press
work, on paper of a larger size, and better quality, than the ordinary

copies. Their price is enhanced in proportion to their beauty and rarity.

This symptom of the Bibliomania is, at the brcscnt day, both
general and violent, and threatens to extend still more widely. Even
modern publications are not exempt from its calamitous influence; and
when Mr. Miller, the bookseller, told me with what eagerness the large

paper copies of Lord Valentia’s Travels were bespoke, and Mr. Evans



W -5 G

BWEMAEINE (HFFEEEI) 6 1BH 510 L, s
ERER =5 A BROER, MEABEADESDT
BeHGER, EL2HRA T KIIRE, G TR AR
PR T AR OU B A A A AR F 30, L e S
TWE" o XAECEFRTEIZ., KBM, X T T b
XFBRIRA Z /DR, B, LRRATEARER, SEREHT A
RHRIE,

A EAOFEIR BRI A X LA S S IgasE: — . KIFA
—. EBLF, = WEEE W A, fL EEE; KN, IR
A5 L, BRRA A\ RETAR, TR, ROEEEAIHRAG
RIXEEREIR

—. KFH

A 2 k2 S BR BAR A4S 72 T SRR R L 306 22 R
tEEBEAAELR, REES. EMNOMEEHEHERE
A4 R BEBE L .

A FE A FEIRAE 24 T AR AR 5, o HLA7 S 5E
Ry %, Wt ILAR R, Ik kBRI hRREm, B
KB A EIFIR, AR a4 TR Am (L



D

6 - Bibliomania

shewed me that every similar copy of his new edition of Burnett’s History
of His Own Times, was disposed of, I could not help elevating my eyes and
hands, in token of commiseration at the prevalence of this symptom of

the Bibliomania!

IL. Uncut Copies. Of all the symptoms of the Bibliomania, this
is probably the most extraordinary. It may be defined in a passion
to possess books of which the edges have never been sheared by the
binder’s tools. And here, my dear Sir, I find myself walking upon
doubtful ground—your Uncut Hearnes rise up in “rough majesty”
before me, and almost “push me from my stool.” Indeed, when I
look around in my book-lined tub, I cannot but be conscious that this
symptom of the disorder has reached my own threshold; but when it
is known that a few of my bibliographical books are left with the edges
uncut merely to please my friends (as one must sometimes study their
tastes and appetites as well as one’s own), I trust that no very serious
conclusions will be drawn about the probable fatality of my own case. As
to uncut copies, although their inconvenience [an uncut lexicon to wit!]
and deformity must be acknowledged, and although a rational man can
want for nothing better than a book once well bound, yet we find that
the extraordinary passion for collecting them, not only obtains with full
force, but is attended with very serious consequences to those “qui n’ont
point des pistoles” (to borrow the language of Clement; vol. vi. p.36). I
dare say an uncut first Shakespeare, as well as an uncut first Homer would

produce a little annuity!



