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Unit 1 [X %4

The UK is a unitary state governed under a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary
system. It is made up of four countries: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
Each country of the United Kingdom has its own system of administrative and geographic
demarcation, which often has origins before the formation of the United Kingdom itself.

In terms of their geographic distribution, we all know that the UK is an island group in
Western Europe, islands constituting the island of the Great Britain and the north-eastern part
of the island of Ireland and many smaller islands. Britain - the largest island is the location for
the separate countries of England, Scotland and Wales. England lies on the southern eastern
part of the island of Great Britain. Scotland lies to the north of England, and Wales joins it on
the west. Northern Ireland lies across the Irish Sea to the west, sharing the island of Ireland
with the Republic of Ireland.

As for the administrative demarcation, there are three devolved national administrations,
each with varying powers, situated in Belfast, Cardiff and Edinburgh; the capitals of Northern
Ireland, Wales and Scotland respectively.

In this unit we are going to offer more details on the four countries of the UK, namely
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively in terms of their geographic,
administrative and cultural features.
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001 England

Population (2008) 51,446,000 (UK total
62,008,048)

Area 130,423 km’ (UK total 241, 752 km®)

Population Density 395/km’

The country of England shows dominance over
the other three nations in terms of area, population,
economy and culture. As a result, it is usually
mistakenly used to refer to the UK by foreigners as
well as by people in England. But people in the other
three nations would always prefer to be called British,
Scottish, Irish or Welsh rather than English. So oddly,
the English feel the most British and have the weakest
sense of themselves as a separate “English” culture as
compared with the other three nations.

With regard to geographic view, England consists
mostly of lowland terrain which mostly comprises low
hills and plains, especially in the central and southern
part. However, there are uplands in the north and in the
southwest. The upland moors of the Pennine Chain in
the north region, known as the “backbone of England”,
divides northern England into western and eastern
sectors. There is no peak in England that is 1,000 m or
higher with the highest being 978 m (Scafell Pike). The
longest river flowing through England is the Severn
(354 km) while Thames is the longest river entirely in
England (346 km). There are many lakes in England,
the largest being Windermere, within the Lake District
in the North West.

As a highly urbanized country, 80% of England’s
populations live in cities and only 2% working in
agriculture. London is situated at the southeast of
England. As the capital of the UK, London is also the
largest metropolitan area in the United Kingdom and
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even in the European Union by most measures. With
a long history, London is also one of the most bustling
financial cities in the world famous for its commercial
and manufacturing industries. Other major cities
in England also include Birmingham, Manchester,
Liverpool and Newcastle.

Today England is governed directly by the
Parliament of the United Kingdom, although other
countries of the United Kingdom have devolved
governments. There exist in England four levels of
administrative division today ranging from Region,
County, District and Parish; however, such division has
only a limited role in public policy. At the highest level,
the whole England is divided into nine regions, with
London included, that are each made up of a number
of counties and districts. The lowest level of parish

division is only exercised in parts of England.
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| 002 Scotland

Population (2010) 5,222,100 (UK total
62,008,048)

Area 77,080km’ (UK total 241, 752 km?)

Population Density 66/km’

Situated at the northern region of the UK, Scotland
(Gaelic: Alba) is the second largest of the four nations,
both in population and in geographic area. Scotland has
previously been a unified state independent of the UK
for a substantial period of history until 1707; therefore
people in Scotland have a strong sense of themselves
being "Scottish" and the unique "Scottish" culture. It is
well-known in the world for its tartan check, bagpipe,
whiskey industry. The official language in Scotland is
English and the regional recognized languages include
Gaelic and Scots.

Geographically speaking, Scotland is the most
rugged part of the UK, with Highlands in both south
and north and Lowlands in the middle. The highest peak
of the UK — Ben Nevis (1,343m) locates in the northern
highlands. The central Lowlands are the location of the
Firth of Clyde in the west and the Firth of Forth in the
east. The central region is also main farming district
in Scotland and boasts several large cities, including
Edinburgh and Glasgow, and 90 percent of Scottish
population.

Locating in the west of the lowland zone, Glasgow
is the largest city in Scotland and the third largest in
the UK. With a population of almost 1.2 million, home
to nearly a quarter of Scotland's population, it is not
only the commercial center of Scotland, but also an art
and cultural center with many buildings and museums
of the Victoria style. Edinburgh, the capital city and
the second biggest city of Scotland, is located at the
east of Scotland near the North Sea. As the political,
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economical and cultural center of Scotland, the city
attracts over 2 million tourists all over the world for its
beauty and the annual Edinburgh Festival.

Different from England, Scotland has its own
devolved government. It has partial self-government
within the United Kingdom as well as representation
in the UK Parliament. The Scottish Parliament has
legislative authority for Scotland, as well as limited
power to vary income tax. As for administrative
division, Scotland has been divided into 32 Unitary
Authority Regions since 1996. The "Region" in
Scotland is similar to the "County" in England in

nature.
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1. Gaelic and Scots
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