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Geological park in Haizishan
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The location of Daocheng in Sichuan Province
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ome two million years ago, two continents—the Eurasian and the Indian Plates
Scollided in the process of continental drift, resulting in a magnificent mountain
formation, the Himalayas. A towering and steep mountainous land emerged in the
middle of the vast, ancient Tethys Ocean, becoming the “Roof of the World™ , an area
now regarded as the earth’s third polar region. Thereupon, grand snow-clad mountain
ranges rose to tower above the earth in all their majesty. Among the boundless
mountains on the southern edge of the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau and east of the
Hengduan Mountains, three snow-capped peaks, which stand close to each other and
form a triangle, are striking to the eye. They are three sacred peaks—Xiannairi
Peak,Yangmaiyong Peak, and Xia'nuoduoji Peak, which located in Daocheng County in
Sichuan’s Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Region.

At the end of the lengthy glacial epoch, glaciers over the globe began to melt and
the three snow-capped peaks revived after being sealed for more than ten thousand
years. Rivers and lakes formed, forests and meadows grew, animals stopped to live
there, and people settled down at the feet of the snow-capped peaks. At the same time,
mother nature left another miracle behind: the “Daocheng Ancient Glacier Cap™ , also
known as Mt. Haizi. It ranks as the largest glacial remnant from the formation of the
Himalayas, with an area of 3.287 square kilometers embracing 1,145 alpine lakes.
Daocheng County covers a total of 7, 323 square kilometers, and the general landforms
are Mt. Haizi in the north, river valleys and grasslands in the middle, and snow-clad
mountains and deep ravines in the south. Both Yading Nature Reserve and Mt. Haizi
National Geological Park have been classed as state nature reserves.

The cluster of snow-covered mountains surround the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau
like children gathered around their mother. The three sacred peaks stand out from the
others simply by dint of their beauty and divinity. Their beauty is a gift from nature, and
their divinity is bestowed by Buddha.

According to historical records, in the 8th century Padmasambhava, the Indian
Buddhist Master who introduced Buddhism into Tibet, came to shed his divine light on
the three snow-capped peaks and dubbed them Xiannairi, Yangmaiyong, and
Xia’nuoduoji, respectively, after the Bodhisattva trinity (Avalokitesvara, Manjushri, and
Vajrapani), who are powerful enough to vanquish demons and monsters. Xiannairi Peak
to the north is 6,032 meters high and resembles the giant Buddha on his lotus seat,
elegant and poised, appearing in all his glory. Yangmaiyong Peak to the south is 5,958
meters above sea level, and looks like a pyramid, towering into the sky, pure as jade and
chaste as ice. Xia’nuoduoji Peak to the east is as high as Yangmaiyong Peak, but has a
charm all of its own—it reminds one of a large eagle, spreading its wings and ready to
fly, extraordinarily dignified and impressive. In Tibetan the three sacred peaks are
called “Lianqing Gongga Risong Gongbu,” meaning “three dharma-defending sacred
peaks perennially covered with snow.” The Buddhist name for these three snow
mountains is Sanhuzhu Snow Mountains. They rank eleventh among the twenty-four
sacred Buddhist places, and are regarded as “a holy place of pilgrimage for the
accumulation of virtue.” Within a surrounding area of more than one thousand square
kilometers, dozens of smaller peaks are clustered like stars surrounding the moon. Each
has its own name and represents other deities in the Buddhist universe. In the minds of
the local Tibetans, this area is a supremely sacred natural alter for worship.

Because of their reverence and awe for Buddha and the Bodhisattvas, the local
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people cherish every tree and every blade of grass on the sacred mountains, and prohibit
hunting and lumbering there. The ecosystem peculiar to the Hengduan Mountain Range
has been preserved so well that it has been regarded as a gene bank for rare species and
a “natural ecosystem museum.” It seems as if the three sacred peaks were masters in
this region, defending its integrity and benefiting its people with the bounties of nature.
Over many centuries, in this space seemingly cut off from the rest of the world, the
human and the sacred co-existed were as one. People kept harmonious relations with
nature, depending on it, repaying it for its generosity, and holding it to themselves over
the past years.

This tranquil existence was first violated by the arrival of a foreigner named
Joseph Lock at the turn of the twentieth century. As an Austrian botanist, Lock was
financially aided by the National Geographical Society of the USA, and had been
exploring Southwest China since 1922. In his article published by National Geographic
(July 1931), he said that in June 1928, he and his horse-mounted entourage had entered
“Gongga Region™ ., ““a blank spot on the map” , with extreme difficulty. There were
three snow-clad peaks which were worshipped as something sacred by the local people.
He collected thousands of specimens of animals and plants, and took photographs of the
“peerless magnificent natural scenery there with black-and-white film as well as
‘natural color film’.” But he couldn’t help exclaiming: “Can there be any other place
with such natural scenery left for photographers and explorers to seek?”

Lock’s article attracted enormous attention in the West, and inspired the English
novelist James Hilton. In his novel Lost Horizon (1933), Hilton used the explorer’s
diary as the blue-print for his evocation of “Shanghra-La,” a utopia cut off from the
world. It immediately became an emotional seditive of sorts for people who were living
in the shadow of war, and initiated a cultural movement advocating a “return to nature”
and a search for “Shangri-la.”

But due to its mountainous location, wars and the chaotic times, Lock’s discovery
did not have any immediate impact on this remote region. After his departure, the
gateway to the world closed once more. The three beautiful snow-covered peaks in this
mysterious corner of China were quickly forgotten. Once again, they belonged solely to
Yading Village, the only village in this region of sacred mountains, and to those devout
visiting pilgrims.

By the time the region was rediscovered, half a century had already passed. On a
seemingly typical autumn day in 1995, a Chinese photographer who had been traveling
about in the wilderness of western China for several years intruded by chance upon this
realm of the gods. He discovered this bright pearl, lost among deep mountains and
sealed away by time. He was deeply moved by all in front of him, thankful that there is
such an untouched, pure space on our earth today. The raw simplicity and unaffected,
deep beauty present in nature and the culture there totally intoxicated him. This scenery,
considered world-class, is a priceless resource for humankind, and should be
appreciated by more people. Since his first Daocheng Picture Album was released, he
has returned several times to Daocheng, like a diligent diver going down to the seabed
again and again in search of the best pearls. And now that he has at length surfaced
once again, a more vivid Daocheng unfolds before our eyes—his second Daocheng

Picture Album.



Feik - 2T
EBERLELBE-—HAL

'ﬁN'UJ’R'Q%N'Qa'ﬁ'm'qfﬁx'ﬁ'mw'ﬂgm'@'§§'5’§] N'm'ﬁ"“a'ﬁﬁ'a'ﬂ&'
N'”ﬁ‘:'@ﬂ'ng'g&lﬂquqa'ﬂﬁq'ﬁa'a'%'g'ﬂga'ﬁﬁ'ﬁN'ﬂ&'&'ﬁﬁ'aﬁ'
aqm.g.ﬂqw.qa.m.ng.ﬁ.q:.ﬁ.%.&!.m.wa.i.gﬁ.q%.ﬁ.ﬂkqx.s.@:.qK.Sﬂﬂ.
N] Sm'a.iN'qéq':'ﬁ'qa&'5515]'Na'ﬁ'm'as‘l'ﬁ'qa'm'ﬁ&'@‘ ng.s.ng.
B BNEEE §ANAAR FX YA RIAN Y ARA R AR T qga ws g g5
H]Qal.@.ém.ﬁ.a.qx.ﬂqal.ql P\.a.a.ﬁﬁ.a:.%q.i,qx.algsrﬁﬁ.iu]N.Kq.gg.
ﬁm.qﬁq.q.gq.a.rﬁ:N.@.ng“‘.qa.N.ng.iﬂR.ﬁ.ﬂs’a.@] iﬂm'ﬂﬂa‘l ......
i AR R R R e E R R g A | |
“aq:iﬂgﬂ‘ﬂg’iﬁl ﬂqw.i.ﬂga.ﬁq:.gqm.m{wﬁml %ﬁﬂl’]:mia .....
ARANYEANARFANEN FRRFH| YRR FRER| Hysqwgway
qaa‘s\ﬂ“’@“ﬁ“ﬁ:ﬂﬁmﬂmqgﬁﬂ@f:ﬁ[ RRRSQN%“]Q’(;@:
ranBs a3 E A Ak agn A yar §nga fa agaaRaraga g
ﬁ"}@] ﬂagﬁgagqaa"%’{ﬂ’»@ﬁ:Sagﬁimg‘%? 9§%§qqa"‘ ......
ngmﬂ‘ S:.a.N:N.éq.m.R:.ﬁ.m.qu.i.ﬁﬂ.iq.] qa.a.mqw.qa.ﬁ.aq.
‘i:@q“m“‘qﬁq”a%l’”@"}aga“’ﬁ“'a"]mé‘“ﬁ:”ﬁﬁﬂa'gﬁa‘“
mq.ga.qa.xg.gq.a\lgwE:N.fsm.ﬂgkq.;l Bﬁ.%:.x:.§q.31§&.§:&.§: .....
EQ'QN.S:N:N‘EQ'N'QN.FQ'N'E]%Nga‘].xamq'ﬂaﬂ'égE'l l
qa%ﬁ‘:@a’i”}maﬂ qiq.qa.gm.a.u‘r;&.g.iqx.ﬁ.u‘@a‘.a.g.gq.ag.gR.
R YN TR RR RRA g AR AR g s e e ] xwgs
(nam'%q'ﬁm'rﬁ:?&wm'agm'ma'ngN'ﬁ@qm'n}a‘:'?ﬁﬁ'm] ﬁq&'m&'m:m'
gm@m’fﬁ:'gaN'M'ﬂﬁ&@'qnm'qw'iﬁﬂ

FNRANAGR AR TR HEE RN FUNFIARR YA g RANGRE
"]':N'Q"”gﬁ'*N'ﬂaﬂm'a\m'qgﬁ'%q'l a:ﬁ'sﬁ'aq%ifw'm@w(wa@iﬁ'n'
R:.‘ i'a'ﬁﬂm'éﬁu'gqﬁﬂ'q'”R'"ﬁﬁ'S'E‘“'a'g:'ﬁ'q@ﬂmna'"}%'ﬁqm"g'
Sx iR AR| FRRaRaragaaR RgrNGuaER $x| aE @R aE K
ANFNY YA TR URR| BN BV YR AFRFNNEAER FF FRFANF|
Rqa.a:ﬂéqaa.m’ﬁ&.q.i:.] ﬂ"‘"@’gm'sn]'ﬁ'ﬁ'%qm'qgﬁ%‘?] %.m ......
qﬁaqaﬁﬁﬁl‘!ﬂ@“@ﬂgaﬁxfﬂgéﬁ&ﬁﬂqﬁm] sﬂw.ém.u.‘ﬁnréq .....
mEEAAFEN A TR B RRARA| YR FANPI AR Mg AT FE B
MR R nyasEE G nads w| REB YR TN B GRRA AN ER”
qgﬁ.q.qa.ﬂn‘w.ﬁ‘ |§.a.g.qa.&!.ﬁq.wq.@.ﬂa.ﬁ.qaa.q:.l Q.ﬁq.g.ﬂﬁ.
qg%n}H]KN‘;\Rﬂ@aﬁxqﬁaﬁﬁqmgzﬁq.qmqgwﬁﬁamqﬁxgqﬁ
AR EvguRE |

ma Ry Ras frgarafaBagu i Agan 3 grgr R
Sn.]N.@.gg.m.‘?ﬂ.q:R.U]%N.a:.ﬁq.gq.gm.qN.%m.qga.;:.éq.g.ﬁﬁm.ﬁg.
8‘3’%‘W@qa:q“’ﬁagﬁﬁ&‘ﬁ?ﬁEﬂaﬁﬁwgﬂmﬂagaqqagﬁ’i:'

10

K:.QR.F&N.@.RE&.&:.Qﬂa‘N.ﬁﬁ.ﬁq.a‘ﬂ.g.ﬁﬁ.gm.gq.ml gn.'ﬂ.ulsal ......
Nﬁﬁ.ﬁa.gq.ﬁqN.a.ax.gq.ﬁi.qw.sm.qu.?ﬁ.aﬂm.gﬂw.qam.a.ﬁaa.g.
i:qﬁaﬁ.sﬁzﬂ &.m.qﬁa.ﬁ.&‘q.ﬁa.ﬂR.S.ﬂm.qaa.a.ﬁaa.a.gm.iq ......
qg’“'qaﬁ%q'*:@qF&N'qa'a@ﬁ'gx'éﬁaﬁﬁ“‘ﬂ%ﬂ'aa'ﬂ%"‘ma"
ﬂﬁi.qxu‘qﬂ.ﬁﬁ.ﬁtﬂ S“‘KqN@’ﬂ’qa'SNWF[’R""EQ'@‘“&@@N“a’a’
a:.q.an].ﬂm.qax.qgqN.qN.a.un‘N.g.ﬁarq.a.aﬁ.éqw.ﬁg.ﬁ;.ﬁgﬂw.q.
@;.l gm.rqq.m.?w.&a.%.a:.iu].q.q.qg.q.w.a.i.ﬁa.gm.ﬁq.@.N.n.laa.§q.
gﬂm.a.&.ﬁsm.gq.ga.au‘.ﬁ.7(‘ ﬂﬂ&'ﬁN'qaq'gq'ﬁa'ﬁ'ﬁq'ﬁ‘“w'qﬁﬂ .....
ﬁgﬁﬁqugq'gml fﬁ:’ﬁm' 704 JER AR WA R @A AR VTGN )
FuaRgNRnHygal g aER UR Y| )4 MR FURR BYRmARAE
qa.a.aq.q:.S.ﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁ.q.g.u]%ﬂ.,i:.w;&.ﬁ.“qqm.ﬁ,‘ﬁ.gq.,,am.qaw.ﬁm.
6.N.qma.E’u].ﬁ.qﬁﬁ.gg.aﬁ.qa.gm.qa.m.q§qw.aq.l Q}m'a'ﬁﬂﬂ'@ﬂ'“]aiﬂ'
Qx.q%ﬂ.qa.q:N.i.qﬁa.ﬁ.aﬁq.m‘ %'a';'ﬁr\"gﬂ'iﬂﬂ'ﬁ‘:’?ﬂ'aﬁf“"ﬂa'
qg.gq.q.sq.l ﬁqa.qn‘.ﬁq.xq.@:.alin].a.a.am.@N.ga.agw.qa.%m.ng.
QR'S'E:'&]‘R'%N'QEJR'Q'RRW rﬁwa&l““’]a:'ﬁ“"“qﬁ'&'aq'%‘“'ﬁ'ﬁ'qg"g
Sa'agw'ﬁqw'q"]'“’i'a’ﬁ'&f““"aﬁ'ﬁ';'@‘“'ﬁ@‘i""ﬁ&‘“’@“"ﬂ’“'ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ'g'

mﬁ'ﬁa%&'m"}'a'ﬁq'a:"\i'ﬂ]ﬂm'q'%ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁq'“'ﬁ:'qg‘ﬂl ﬁgﬂ'ga .....
%Nqﬁgaaaaagﬁé;.m:qgmmﬂmxgmggﬂqqaqﬂqw.g.m
7(438=( @R 25 A Y pa) AR grEa Gu e g agaN gRe
gaa*‘“d@aaﬁﬁagﬁ"}ax’;@:@] ﬂ&'ﬁ'“"a“@'ﬂm"{:'qgm'q'a’i'
41a'alg“l'“3'@’“’[“&“%”}%“}"155“‘ awgq'ﬁ]qwiaﬁ&ﬂqg"}'agﬂ .....
q§N.5R.qaq.qa.a.ﬁalN.m.mi.aalN.@.q&.ﬁq.an‘.qqq.qNl Qﬁ'@“"xqm'
@q'f“alN"’*"@’R'zﬁ“]'q'ﬁ‘:'ﬂ&?"“'qg‘“'qa'i"]'"ﬁN'@'g'é‘iqN'aﬂ'ﬂq'aq'
qm'ngzm'iﬁ‘ ]

mﬂlai"‘“‘;'! Q.R:.i.sq.@N.NéalN.q6i.%:.iﬂn].qgn].a.ﬁw.qq.ax.
m?i.@a.ia.mu‘.aw.gm.ﬁ.&.qiq.q.gﬂw.m.q§a.q.%.mg.qgq.sq.aﬁ.al
rﬁ;.§ﬁ.gm.qg.q.3.&R.S.ﬁu.].%N.ﬂm.qaa.g.gm.aq.qgm.qa.ﬁ.aq.ﬁx.m:.
REA Y| RewEgaraiy R Az 5 YRV R AN E qgEg YRR 3
éq.ﬁq.Ea.a.ﬁwN.%N.a.qs:.ﬁa.sﬂ.ﬁa.éi.ﬂ.sa.mN.§R.§N.qaﬁ.£x.."
AR YRR TRV |

a.aa‘N.§N.qg.ﬁ.ﬁa.w:.ﬁ.qm.q.a.sﬂ.a.qﬁa.ﬁ.(ﬂ.q§.gq.qﬁa.gq.
qa'éﬂ'ﬂ'mﬂ gm7(‘(‘Kﬁaﬁqaxﬁ&.gq.g:.ﬁa.§qmm.ﬁ.aqw.qa.aq.
gm@'qx'&ai'&rnN'sai'?%u]'n]aim'&%u]'qﬁa'q?'qNl 551'&:1«@'5@;55-5'
fgu]':xa'&é’m'im'qﬁ'?ﬁqwz'g%ﬂ &%&'ﬁ:&'ﬁ&'ﬁ:'@ﬁ@'mg'ﬁq:'KQ'
E.qmu‘.%R.R.ga.ﬁ.m.aal.ﬁ.qu.i.sq.?.m.a:.ﬁaw.aﬂ.?u‘.qiu‘.qN.rﬁ:.
ai.iﬂq.q.éﬁ.aﬁ.aw.mﬁ.ﬁqq.Rq.g.gﬂ‘ qﬁ&'m:'i?ﬂ'qa'?:'@R'&gﬂ""
ﬁqm'qa'ﬁ'qﬁ'qaa'i"]“’@@ﬁ’imﬁ'ﬂa“’[ @q'g"qmﬁ'ﬂ&“@'qﬁ'ﬂms'
Rya B3R AR Y E IR A B B yagn R AR Fragaad
RxRNRA I HARAqAN] R GVER G WK WK g N AE AT RN
3;N'N%N'Kla'gﬂl'ﬁ&ﬂ'qgm'q’i'g'gﬁ'sl R.?;.G.ga.au].ﬁx.?.qN.a.ﬁalﬂ.
qa'ux'gwﬁq'qﬁ'wz'q§q'¢ma"§| ‘



ETEARAR

Yading Nature Reserve
%ﬁ'@:'?:g:'ﬁ:'gQ'@ﬂ!‘



g T A9 = EETH L

ks at dawn




73 H g4 e




EBEERLIRE—RF$L

ZHEREMWIIHE
Xiannairi Pe ennially snow-covered
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Chonggu Monastery at the foot of the sacred mountain
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Xiannairi Peak covered with dense forest
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