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Prof. Ji Baocheng, RUC President, with Prof. Stephen Parker, Vice-Chancellor,

University of Canberra
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The Honourable Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister of Australia

FOREWORD FOR THE COMMEMORATIVE
ANTHOLOGY OF AUSTRALIAN STUDIES IN CHINA

The strong and highly valued bilateral relationship between Australia and China has benefited both
Australians and the Chinese people for many years. During the past decade, the various Australian
Studies Centres across China have played an important role in enhancing this relationship by
encouraging young Chinese students to learn more about Australia.

The Australian Studies Centre at Renmin University of China in Beijing plays an important and
active role in Australian-Chinese cultural relations. Since its establishment in 1999, the Centre
has hosted an annual Australian Culture Week that provides excellent opportunities for Chinese
university students to obtain a deeper understanding of Australia. The ‘Australian Society and
Culture’ course offered by the Centre has been particularly popular, fostering an interest in Australia
in many young people.

‘Imagine Australia, the Year of Australian Culture in China’ is a series of cultural exchange projects
running from June 2010 to June 2011 across China. It aims to enhance friendly relations, promote
exchange and further mutual understanding between Australia and China. These events showcase
some of Australia’s finest talent in performing arts projects and visual arts exhibitions and the
Centre has been actively participating in a number of activities, thereby further promoting a greater
understanding of Australia among Chinese students.

I take great pleasure in congratulating the Australian Studies Centre of Renmin University on the
publication of its ‘Commemorative Anthology of Australian Studies in China’. The anthology is an
invaluable resource for all who have an interest in this important cultural and educational initiative as
well as in the ties that exist between our people.

I would like to extend my particular thanks to the director of Renmin University’s Australian Studies
Centre, Professor Zhang Yongxian and the staff and students of the Australian Studies Centre for their
continuing efforts in promoting Australian culture in China. I am confident that through their efforts the
relationship between Australia and China has been greatly enhanced at many different levels.
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The Hobnourable Julia Gillard MP
Prifffe Minister of Australia
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The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of Australia (December 2007-June 2010)

MESSAGE: 10TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE AUSTRALIAN STUDIES CENTRE
AT RENMIN UNIVERSITY

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Renmin University on the 10th Anniversary of its
Australian Studies Centre.

The relationship between Australia and China has a long, productive history. Over time, it has
evolved into a strong and valued bilateral relationship of significance to both countries. The many
Australian Studies Centres across China do much to underpin and strengthen this relationship
by playing a key role in introducing young Chinese students to Australian culture, geography,
history and lifestyle. Through the efforts of Centres like the one at Renmin University, a deeper
understanding of Australia has been fostered among new generations in the leading universities of
China.

Since its inception in 1999, the Renmin University Australian Studies Centre has played a key role
in promoting and fostering an interest in Australia. In particular, their ongoing Australian Culture
Week—held annually for the past 10 years—has given each student the opportunity to meet with
guest Australian speakers and students, as well as to engage in interactive cultural activities. Events
like this are among the most valuable ways we have of learning about each other and forging bonds
across cultural, geographic and linguistic borders.

[ wish particularly to thank Renmin University, Professor Zhang Yongxian and the staff and students
of the University’s Australian Studies Centre for their ongoing efforts and enthusiasm in promoting
Australian culture in China. It is through their valuable contributions that we can truly enhance the
depth and breadth of cultural bilateral relations between Australia and China.
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The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of Australia (December 2007-June 2010)
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Mr. David Irvine
Former Australian Ambassador to China (1999-2003)

I Extend My Best Wishes
for a Very Successful Second Decade

I warmly congratulate the Australian Studies Centre at Renmin University on the tenth anniversary
of its foundation. Cultural understanding between Australia and China is hugely important to both
countries. The ASC plays a most important role in promoting such understanding. I extend my best
wishes for a very successful second decade.

Lesrcd $veni

P

David Irvine
Former Australian Ambassador to China (1999-2003)




Dr. Alan Thomas
Former Australian Ambassador to China (2003-2007)

I Wish the Centre Continuing Success
in Its Future Efforts

On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the founding of the Australian Studies Centre at Renmin
University, I wish to offer my warmest congratulations on the excellent work and achievements of
the Centre during this period.

In particular, the annual Australian Culture Week organised by the Centre has always been a
highlight on the Australia-China cultural calendar.

I wish the Centre continuing success in its future efforts and especially commend it on the
publication of this commemorative anthology.

...

Alan Thomas

Ambassador of Australia to the European Union,
Belgium, Luxembourg and NATO

Former Australian Ambassador to China (2003-2007)

Brussels, 2 July 2009




Dr. Geoff Raby
Australian Ambassador to China

I Wish the Centre Every Success for the Future

It is my great pleasure to congratulate Renmin University of China on the 10th anniversary of its
Australian Studies Centre.

Since the first Australian Studies Conference was held at the Beijing Foreign Studies University in
1988, Australian Studies in China has expanded significantly. There are now 20 centres in universities
and research institutes around China. These centres conduct research, academic exchanges and,
importantly, teach new generations of Chinese students about Australian culture, literature, politics,
economy and life.

Since its inception in 1999, the Renmin University ASC has played a highly active role in fostering
interest and developing understanding among students of Australian culture and society. The
Australian Studies Centre provides students with a dynamic and interactive learning environment in
which to foster their interest in Australia, and complete their research and master’s degree courses.
In particular, the annual Australian Culture Week, hosted by the centre and including a wide range of
activities such as guest Australian speakers, seminars, and competitions has been highly successful in
promoting students’ understanding and enjoyment of Australian culture and society. The Australian
Embassy in Beijing greatly values its longstanding and fruitful cooperation with the Renmin
University Australian Studies Centre and hopes to continue working closely together in the future.

On behalf of the Australian Embassy I would like to offer my thanks to Professor Zhang Yongxian
and all staff and students of the Renmin University Australian Studies Centre for their outstanding
contribution over the years to improving the understanding of Australia and Australian culture in
China. Congratulations on reaching this significant ten-year milestone, and I wish the centre every
success for the future.

Geoff Raby
Australian Ambassador to China
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Prof. Stephen Parker
Vice-Chancellor

University of Canberra

Congratulations on the Centre’s Success

I am pleased to add my congratulations to Professor Zhang Yongxian on the 10th anniversary of the
founding of the Australian Studies Centre at the Renmin University of China.

The Centre provides an opportunity for future Chinese academics and leaders to be able to appreciate
Australia, its culture, history, literature, geography and its place in the world. It gives students a
sound introduction to our philosophies, community values and social mores which can only lead to
increased understanding, connections and mutually beneficial research.

Director Zhang is well qualified for his leadership role of the Centre, having spent many years as an
Education Counsellor in Canberra. His efforts have contributed strongly to China-Australia relations.
Indeed his knowledge of Australian literature and his numerous friends in Australian academic,
government and diplomatic circles adds to his reputation as a leading light in Australian and international
education in China.

The University of Canberra is also committed to international education and we have entered long-
term, international strategic alliances with well-known institutions, among which we count Renmin
University as one of our most valued partners.

Our international articulation programs with Renmin provide direct access for students to study at our
campus in Australia’s National Capital. Other programs offer research and education partnerships
which benefit from each university’s comparative advantage.

I am very pleased that our University has been able to co-sponsor the 2009 Australia Culture Week at
Renmin and that some of our senior staff are able to attend the festivities. ’

Congratulations on your success to date and I hope that the important work of the Australian Studies
Centre continues well into the future.

Stephen Parker
Vice-Chancellor
University of Canberra
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Dr. John Yu AC
Former Chair, Australia-China Council

Former Chancellor, University of New South Wales

Renmin University and Australian Studies

I well remember my visits to the Australian Studies Centre at Renmin University during my visits to
Beijing while occupying the Chair of the Australia-China Council of the Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The first of my visits was when the Centre was very new and just being set up and then a return some
years later when it was a vibrant exciting Centre under the dynamic directorship of Zhang Yongxian.
All this was during those early years when friendship between our two countries was the driving
factor in promoting Australian Studies in China and hence attempting to help young Chinese students
to understand more about our distant land.

Today we are now major trading partners who are important to the growth and prosperity of our two
countries. In many ways it is now even more important to understand each other and especially the
differences in our social and cultural values and behaviours. We are friends because we share so
much together but we also need to understand and accept those things where we are different. Much
of our differences are best learnt from reading and knowing each other from our writing, our novels,
short stories and poetry. We also need to know how our music and visual arts are different and how
they are the same.

Education must be the frontier to this better understanding and universities like Renmin and especially
your Australian Studies Centre are and will continue to be vital as we become closer and more
cherished friends.

As the Australia-China Council feels pride in what has been achieved by Renmin and all the other
Australian Studies Centres throughout China, so we take pleasure in the growth of the many
Confucius Centres being supported by Hanban in so many of our Australian Universities.

[ wish you every success as you move into your next 10 years of achievement.
John Yu AC

Former Chair, Australia-China Council
Former Chancellor, University of New South Wales




Prof. Mark Wainwright AM
Chair, Australia-China Council

Looking Forward to an Even More Outstanding Future

My fellow members of the Board of the Australia-China Council (ACC) and I wish to congratulate
Renmin University of China (Beijing), one of the world’s great universities, on the 10th anniversary
of the founding of its Australian Studies Centre. In this short period, RUC has accomplished so much
through the Centre. The Australian Culture Week, which the Centre holds every year, is a unique
feature of the Centre’s activities and one which involves a huge effort by the Director and members
of the Centre. We at the ACC applaud those efforts which conform to the ACC’s current mission:
“Australia-China: Develop and strengthen mutual interests in a rapidly changing environment”.

In tracing the history of Australian Studies Centres in China, it is interesting to quote from a 1997
report “A Strategy for the Future of Australian Studies in China” prepared for the then Department
of Education, Employment, Training & Youth Affairs (DEETYA):

“Over the past 25 years (since 1972), some 15 Australian Studies Centres have been established
in China and many have received in kind or financial support from the ACC, DEETYA, individual
Australian Universities or in one case the private sector. Their work has been valuable and
pioneering, laying down the groundwork for the continuing study of Australia. For the most part,
their influence has been limited to the institutions in which they are located and on the students who
have passed through their courses.”

“Australian Studies Centres function as a network of discrete parts that are of great value to
Australia. They have had a crucial influence in building understanding and awareness of Australia
and the broader Chinese community... critical success factor in Australia’s continuing effort to
consolidate a mutually beneficial Australia/China relationship.”

Two years after that report, RUC created its Australian Studies Centre which is extremely active and
innovative and is recognized as a true leader among the more than 20 Centres that now exist. The
Centre at RUC has so much to be proud of, including:

* The highly successful and innovative Australian Culture Week which has been running since 1999
with numerous events that promote Australian arts, literature and culture to students and staff.
« Its links with a number of Australian universities, including three (Australian National University,
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