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New Year’s Day - 1 -

JuH

THE YEAR is a perfect circle, and it can
begin on any day you like;it was a mere ac-
cident of Roman politics that bequeathed us

January 1st.

In the very early years of the Roman
Republic, the newly elected consuls took up
office in the month of March — and that
dictated when the year began. Then in 153
BC, this transfer of power was rescheduled
to January, and the first of that month be-
came New Year’ s Day throughout the
western regions of the Roman Empire.

This convention survived the change to
the Julian calendar in 46 BC, and even the
subsequent adoption of Gregorian refine-
ments some 1600 years later.

But in the north of Europe the situa-
tion was a mite confused. Prior to the Nor-
man conquest of England, the New Year in
these parts began on Christman Day, De-
cember 25th. In 1066 the Normans brought
with them the Roman habit of beginning

the year on January 1st — but this conti-

New Year’s Day
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nental affectation barely lasted for a centu-
1ry. From 1155 onwards New Year’s Day
was Lady Day,March 25th,and it was only
with the legal adoption of the Gregorian cal-
endar in Britain and Ireland in 1752 that it

reverted again to January 1st.

The French tried a different scheme
when they had their Revolution. Their new
calendar, introduced to coincide with “the
year of liberty” in 1792, had the year begin-
ning on September 22nd, the day on which
the republic was proclaimed — but 14 years

later they too went back to January 1st,in

1806.

There are yet many other New Year’ s
Days. The ancient Greeks, for example, pre-
occupied with sport, reckoned their calendar
from the first Olympiad in 766 BC. This re-
quired their year to begin with the first
moon after the summer solstice — around
the beginning of July.

The Chinese also watch the sun and
moon ; the Chinese New Year coincides with
the second new moon after the winter sol-

stice.
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The Sun Was in the North - 3 -

The Portuguese discovered the west coast of
black Africa 500 years ago. But historians
believe that, 2, 000 vyears earlier, the
Phoenicians may have travelled right round
Africa in small boats from Suez to Gibraltar
and back to Egypt.

The journey was planned by the Egyp-
tian pharaoh Necho in 600 BC. He was in-
terested in finding a sea route from Egypt’s
eastern coast on the Red Sea to Alexandria
on the Mediterranean. In those days, nobody
knew how big Africa was, and he believed it
would be easy to follow the African coast

round to Morocco and back to Egypt.

Necho hired crews of Phoenicians to
make the journey. The Phoenicians lived at
the eastern end of the Mediterranean, where
Israel, Lebanon and Egypt are today. They
were interested in Necho’ s plan, because
their traders wanted to find a new route to
their markets in the western Mediter-
ranean, avoiding waters which were con-

trolled by their Greek rivals.

The Sun Was in the North
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According to an old story reported by
the Greek historian Herodotus, the Phoeni-
cians set off at the beginning of winter in
50-oared sailing ships, rowed to the eastern
tip of Africa at Cape Gardafui, and then
sailed south-west on the monsoon winds.
Month after month went by, and they sailed
further and further south. During their jour-
ney, the weather became steadily colder,and
the seas rougher, and the Phoenicians were
amazed to see that the sun was now in the
north at midday. They must have thought
that they would never see their homes
again. But after six months, the coast turned
west; they went round the Cape of Good
Hope and at last began to travel north.

While they were sailing up the west
coast of Africa they ran out of food,and had
to land to collect more supplies. This de-
layed them, and it was only after another
fifteen months that they reached a country
they knew — Morocco. From there they
went on to Gibraltar and then sailed east to
Egypt. When they eventually arrived home,
.they had been away for over two years, and

had travelled 25,000 km.
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Marco Polo in China

o] - g B

700 years ago,in about 1260, the first Euro-
peans travelled to China. They were two
brothers, businessmen from Venice in Italy.
When they reached China they were wel-
comed by the emperor, and they stayed

there for some time before returning home.

Eleven years later they made a second
journey to China. One of them took his son
along,a young man called Marco Polo. Mar-
co kept a diary,in which he recorded his ex-

periences on the journey and in China.

The Polo family spent many years in
China. Marco’ s father and uncle became
rich businessmen. Marco himself worked for
the emperor, becoming one of his advisers,
and travelling to various other countries in
South-East Asia on official business. Later
the emperor made him governor of the city
of Yangchow,and a member of his imperial

council.
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First US City to Be Bombed
D4 from the Air

In 1921, during one of the worst race riots
in American history, Tulsa, Okla, became
the first US city to be bombed from the air.
More than 75 persons — mostly blacks —

were killed.

Before the riot, Tulsa blacks were so
successful that their business district was
called ‘ The Negro’s Wall Street’. Envy
bred hatred of the blacks, who accounted
for a tenth of the segregated city’s popula-
tion of 100,000.

Then on May 30,1921, a white female
elevator operator accused Dick Rowland, a
19-year-old black who worked at a
shoeshine stand®, of attacking her. Though
he denied the charge, Rowland was jailed.
The Tulsa Tribune ran a sensational ac-
count of the incident the next day, and a
white lynch mob® soon gathered at the jail.
Armed blacks, seeking to protect Rowland,
also showed up. Someone fired a gun, and

the riot was on.
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