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Metamorphosis
The Jade Art of Junyi Wang
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Transformation and Creation—

Contemporary Meaning of the Jadeite Art of Junyi Wang

Jadeite is a creature of nature. Its crystal-clear and mild, and beautiful quality is formed
through the washing and weathering for aecon. For thousands of years, numerable skillful
craftsmen have come up with ideas through comparison and applied their skills according to
different materials to create many exquisite rare treasures, which were representative works of
arts and crafts and enjoyed by high officials and noble lords. Therefore, jadeite is related to
wealth and nobleness, power and position, and delicacy and craftsmanship.

With the influence of revolutionary trend of Western visual arts in 20th century, the
expansion of traditional aesthetic appreciation field and artistic creation space, and the re-
judgment of modern art and contemporary art on material value, the given artistic category
border line becomes indistinct. On the one hand, the modern science and technology
characterized with multi-media becomes a way of artistic creation. On the other, some artists
divided from the traditional arts and crafts are not satisfied with the creation of crafts just for
appreciation. They concern the reality and the contemporary era, and create contemporary
arts with materials in making traditional crafts, which not only endows these materials with
new spiritual values, but also enriches the creation of the contemporary arts.

Mr. Wang Junyi is an iconic artist in this sector. He is distinctly characterized with integrating
the profound ideality into the exquisite crafts, and blending philosophies of modern
design and devices with traditional carving art to form contemporary artistic works with
comprehensive artistic creation.

The main medium of the major works (Ice Butterfly) created by Junyi exhibited this time
mainly relies on jadeite and titanium. He endows its cultural spirituality with “illusion and
eclosion”. The illusion shall mean that the author seeks in nature and meets a counterpart of
heart in the universe with objective form. The generation and sublimation of such image is an
illusion of the host and guest and it projects momentary inspiration to the jadeite formed for
eons, and uses crafts to enable it to be a piece of spiritual works carved in hearts. What shall
be commendable is that the corresponding matter in the heart of Junyi is the theme centered
on environmental protection, which is a severe task brought by the rapid development of
science and technology on human being since 20th century and is full of contemporary
meaning. Therefore, the contemporariness revealed in the thought and culture of works made
by Junyi is self-evident. Jadeite is a quintessence of nature and ecology and environment is an
important factor of the present culture and ecology, both of which organically interact and
form extraordinary works with refined form and quality and supernormal romantic charm
through the ingenious design and skills of the artist.

This is the creation of Junyi and the creation of times.

We shall thank Junyi for presenting valuable jadeite and superb arts to the people, to our life,
and to our times!

Weishan Wu

Director of National Contemporary Art Research Center

Director of Art Research Institute of Chinese National Academy of Arts
President of China Sculpture Academy

Beijing, October 2012
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