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Foreword

Calling to the Ancient Heritage
of Classical Collections

Sichuan is a land of abundance, of charm and beauty.

The unique environment of the area with winding rivers, diverse vegetation, fertile soil and pleasant cli-
mate has maintained the prosperity of this land for thousands of years.

Traces of ancient human activity from hundreds of millennia ago, during the Paleolithic Era, have been
discovered throughout the Sichuan Basin. Around 4,500 years ago, the Baodun Culture in Xinjin emerged as a
pre-historical city cluster. It was at this time in Sichuan that the spark of civilization slowly spread. Thousands
of years later, the uniquely advanced bronze civilizations of Sanxingdui and Jinsha appeared in the West Sich-
uan Plain, adding a brilliant page to this formative chapter of the Chinese civilization. During the Spring and
Autumn and the Warring States Periods, Bashu Culture was distinctly separate from the rest of China. When
Bashu was consolidated under the Qin Dynasty, the culture was gradually assimilated into and became an
integral part of the mixture of cultures that made an ancient Chinese civilization. During the Qin and Han Dy-
nasties, the agriculture and handicraft industry went through a rapid development focusing Sichuan into the
main source for grains and taxes in the country. Taoism developed out of Sichuan during the Han-Wei transi-
tional period, and in the Sui, Tang and Five-Dynasty Periods, Sichuan experienced a prosperous culture and
economy. The capital, Chengdu, even enjoyed the reputation of “Except Yangzhou, Chengdu is the best”. The
economy showed another period of growth and splendor in the Song Dynasty by the emergence of China’s
earliest paper currency “Jiao Zi”. However, during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Sichuan progressed slowly
due to constant wars. In modern times, Sichuan played a key role in major historical events such as the Railway
Protection Movement and World War II, notably as the final stronghold of nationwide resistance against the
Japanese. It contributed much towards the success of the military during the war and afterward the rejuvena-
tion of the nation. Today, motivated by the Reform and Opening Up policy, Sichuan is making constant prog-
ress and has become one of the most dynamic provinces in the mid-western part of China.

Sichuan has been left with plenty of valuable cultural heritage; its quantity and variety nationwide rank
very high due to its long history and rich culture. There are S World Heritage Sites, 7 National Historical cities
and 8 townships, 24 Provincial-level Hstorical cities and 22 townships, 128 National Key Culture Relic Preser-
vation Units and 578 Provincial Level Culture Relic Preservation Units. The current number of cultural relics
is over 1.3 million, among which nearly S thousands pieces receive the highest level of protection.

Whether it be the turbulent rise and decline of history, or the brilliant achievements refined through civi-
lization, all are eventually etched into the records of these precious cultural relics. The profile of the Kingdom
of Ancient Shu, with its mystic-like existence, depicted in the History of the Kings of Shu became vivified in
the Sanxingdui bronze statues and Jinsha golden masks. Relief brick sculptures in the Han Dynasty presented
a complete chapter of the all social walks of life at that time. The Buddhist sculptures form the Tang Dynasty

were delicate and unsurpassed, reflecting the faith of the times. In the Song Dynasty porcelain development
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flourished, which verified the local economic prosperity. The cultural relics might look common
in appearance, but actually they embody the the political, economical, military, scientific, cultural
and artistic conditions of the age, thus they are essential, irreplacable materials for those who
would study ancient society and history.

Cultural relics are the treasured inheritance left to us by our ancestors; in their own profound
way, they continuously emit a silent call for the preservation of our culture. Thus we should bare a
heart of gratitude toward our respected forebearers for their establishment of five thousand years
of Chinese civilization. In recent times, more and more people are visiting museums and one after
another enjoying the cultural experience these relics provide to them. It can be said that across the
country the protection of these artifacts has a vast impact on the public, which surely makes us
deeply gratified. Still, as purveyors in culture, we are the bearers of a mission to protect relics as
well as strengthening and popularizing preservation consciousness in the public. This mission has
an important significance for the wide spread acceptance of traditional culture of China, cultivat-
ing patriotic sentiment and solidifying the Chinese nationality.

The 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China is upon us. In order to commemorate
the history of the magnificent growth and great accomplishments of our nation, presenting the
policy for protecting cultural relics of “Conservation Primary, Rescue First, Reasonable Usage
and Strengthen Management”, as well as displaying the success in preserving cultural relics, we
have therefore organized renowned experts in Sichuan from the fields of museology , archeology,
history and art research to select over 300 of the most priceless relics from the Sichuan Provincial
Museum and other local museums for inclusion in this book Tian Fu Treasures — The Elite Cul-
tural Relics amongst the Sichuan Museums, which we have edited and published.

The selected cultural relics in this book vary by time, some dated to the pre-historical period
up to the present. Relics include bronzes, jade, pottery, relief brick sculptures, porcelain, stone
carvings, gold and silver wares, painting and calligraphy, ethnic cultural relics as well as other fine
works, each being representative of a time period in our province. This book not only bears a high
importance for research but it also has a rich appreciative value, showing the wisdom throughout
Sichuan’s many areas.

It is our hope that this book will not only meet the needs of cultural preservationists, but
also can draw more attention and concern from patriotic supporters of traditional Chinese culture
to the sound development of protecting our cultural relics, thereby promoting Sichuan Province

with rich cultural resources which will strengthen it’s historical transition of cultural importance.

et
Director of Sichuan Culture Department (signature): /kp ( )

Zheng Xiaoxing
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Infroduction

I General Situation of Cultural Relics in Sichuan Collection

Situated in the southwest of China, Sichuan Basin possesses many rivers, plains, hills, mountains and highlands. Due to the warm
and humid subtropical monsoon climate, Sichuan has luxurious vegetation and is enriched with products, providing excellent conditions
for the thriving of mankind and civilization. With its centralized geological location, Sichuan is at the heart of Chinese culture and has its
own local historical and cultural features.

Sichuan’s profound history has endowed the province with a multitude of cultural relics found either in situ or underground. Col-
lections now surpass 1.3 million pieces in Sichuan State Owned Cultural Relics Preservation Units, including historical relics, modern
artworks (primarily paintings and calligraphy), revolutionary relics, ethnic or folk relics, with a main focus on historical relics, including
many dinosaurs and other fossil specimens. The cultural relics in Sichuan museum collections mainly come from archeological excava-
tions, public collection and donations, which are distinctive and heavy in local style. The ongoing archeological work within the province
is the main source for the cultural relics in the museum collections, and up to now, the majority of the relics discovered in Sichuan were
found through archeological excavation.

Modern archeological work dates back to surveys and excavations by Sichuan University Museum and West China Union Universi-
ty Museum before the foundation of the People's Republic of China. In 1933-1934 David Crockett Graham and Lin Mingjun from Huaxi
University implemented the first excavation at Yueliang Wan, Guanghan. From the year 1938, Feng Hanji and some other fellows carried
out the survey and excavation of Stone Coffin Tombs in the upper reaches of Minjiang River. In 1940, entrusted by the Central Commis-
sion for the Preservation of Antiquities, teachers and students from Sichuan University performed a provincial wide survey regarding
cultural relics, collecting thousands of specimens and transferring all to the Arrangement Office of Sichuan Provincial Museum. In 1943,
Feng Hanji and some other fellows also excavated the Tomb of Wang Jian, King of the Former Shu Kingdom.

Over the past 60 years since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, Sichuan Cultural Relics Archeology and Protection
Administration has gradually increased the size of a professional of team of cultural relic preservationists and laying a solid foundation for
the development of cultural relic archeological activities. With the increasing number of construction projects, such as large engineering
projects, agricultural irrigation works, and urban expansion, archeological findings are also continuously increasing. Here are some of the
major discoveries in recent years: the Liyugiao and Huangshanxi in Ziyang, the Fulin in Hanyuan Paleolithic sites. Neolithic sites have
been excavated at the Three Gorges Site Cluster in Eastern Sichuan, Hills Site Cluster in North Sichuan, Site Clusters along the upper
reaches of the Minjiang River, Site Clusters along the middle reaches of the Dadu River as well as the Ancient City Clusters in Chengdu
Plain. Shang and Zhou Periods sites include Sanxingdui Site at Guanghan, Jinsha Site in Chengdu, Shi'ergiao Site, Zhuwa Street Copper
Hoard in Pengxian. As for the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods, an excavation of the Large Tomb at Majia Village in
Xindu has begun, as well as the Large Boat-shaped Coffin Tomb of Ancient Shu on Shangye Street in Chengdu, the DongsunBa at Bax-
ian County, Baolun Yuan at Zhaohua, Tongxin Village at Yingjing, the Chengguan at Shifang, as well as boat-coffin burials and other sites
within Chengdu. There are temple sites, such as Wanfo Temple and Longxing Temple. For the Song Dynasty, there is Xidajie Hoard at
Pengzhou, Jinyucun Hoard at Suining, and other sites, tombs and kiln sites dated after the Han Dynasty. All these archeological excava-
tions have unearthed a large number of cultural relics, some of which are elaborate works.

Many of the historical relics discovered in recent years through archeological excavations by the Cultural Relics Collection Units in
Sichuan include products made of pottery, stone, jade, and bronze with pottery being the main artifact found in each period. The various
copper coins and iron coins also account for a large portion, whereas organic relics are very rare due to the humid environment of Sich-
uan. Other than archeological excavation, historical relics also have other sources, such as donations, purchases, selection, as well as relics
recovered by Customs and the Public Security Departments. However, these methods are dwarfed by the number of relics which have
been unearthed.

Through persevering hard work, Sichuan has, at present, essentially already established a complete collection system of unique and
key historical relics from the Paleolithic Era to the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Through historical relic research, a basic outline of Sich-
uanese civilization’s developmental history has been established providing a great contribution to filling in the gaps of Sichuan ancient

history, and also providing a new basis for the origin of Chinese civilization. Additionally, from these relics we find that, during several im-
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Introduction

portant historical periods, Sichuan took the lead in the national economy and culture, having a significant impact on the Northwest and
Southwest. Sichuan even played an active part in developing the nation as a whole, thus further highlighting the importance of Sichuan in
Chinese history.

For the characteristics of Sichuan’s historical relics, two points can be induced. Firstly, they have distinctive features and heavy re-
gional flavor, such as cultural relics from the Ancient Shu Kingdom period; and secondly, it is focus-oriented. The relics vary greatly from
different periods with the rise and fall of history. We can see the cultural advancement in relics from the Shang, Zhou and the Warring
States Periods, as well as the Eastern Han and Southern Song Dynasties; while in comparison cultural degeneration can be seen in relics
from the Tang, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties.

The most typical cultural relics of all periods mainly include stone and bone artifacts in the Paleolithic Era; stone, bone, pottery
in the Neolithic Era; bronze, jade, gold and pottery of the Sanxingdui and Shierqgiao Culture (Guanghan Sanxingdui Site and Chengdu
Jinsha Site inclusive) during the Shang and Zhou Periods; bronze containers, weaponry, tools and seals of the Bashu Culture during the
Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods; lacquer during the Warring States Period and the Qin and Han Dynasties; pottery
figurines, relief brick sculptures and other pottery and stone carvings during the Han, Shuhan and Chenghan Periods; stone statues from
Southern Dynasty to Tang Dynasty; copper mirror from tombs of Han Dynasty-Song Dynasty; Polycrome wares and stone carvings from
tombs of the Song Dynasty; porcelain, gold and silver wares and jade from the Song and Yuan Dynasties; as well as porcelain and gold
decoration from Ming and Qing Dynasties Tombs. These cultural relics, along with the pottery and living goods unearthed from tombs
and other sites, as well as currency from all of the periods make up a major part of historical relics in Sichuan museums.

Apart from the historical relics, Sichuan also has a large of collection of paintings and calligraphy from the Song Dynasty to the
modern times. These collections have benefited from long-term consistent collecting by Cultural Relics Collection Units and donations
from many generous people. The existence of so many masterpieces of paintings and calligraphy from Sichuan has a historical back-
ground. During World War II, Sichuan served as the final stronghold against the Japanese and the entire nation’s scholars gathered here
with their excellent paintings and calligraphy, providing convenient means for collection at that time and afterwards.

In recent years, supported by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, the Chengdu Museum and other units are also engaged
in the collection of ethnic or folk artifacts and traditional handicrafts, and have made achievements in collecting shadow figures and folk
religious paintings. More efforts have been made at the collection of such modern cultural relics as the industrial heritage and the revolu-
tionary relics. With the increasing improvement of the collection system, it has expanded the connotation and spectrum of the cultural

relics collection and the preservation cause.

Il Cultural Relics Selected in This Book

The 300-odd pieces of cultural relics selected in this book were determined based upon the extensive collection of materials from
various institutions and through repeated consultation and discussion with renowned experts from the fields of archeology, history, art
history, and museology. They are the most priceless relics chosen from millions of pieces in current collections, most have received the
first grade level of preservation and are major artifacts excavated within recent years. These basically represent the elite of all the cultural
relics in Sichuan museums.

The book is divided into 10 chapters, namely, bronze, jade, pottery, brick relief, porcelain, stone carving, gold and silver wares, paint-
ing and calligraphy, ethnic cultural relics and miscellaneous. The selection of the best cultural relics follows three principles. First, the
cultural relics reflect Sichuan local culture and its features; second, they rank top even among the same variety of wares nationwide; third,
they bear strong visual impact and high appreciation value. Based upon these three principles, the following have been designated the
“Elite” of Sichuan cultural relics, and thereby entered into these pages.

(A) Wares from the Ancient Shu Kingdom (cities in Ancient Shu), which are mainly cultural relics unearthed from Guanghan Sanx-
ingdui Site and Chengdu Jinsha Site, such as the bronze sacred tree, statue in standing posture, statue of human head, human mask, the
sun and immortal bird gold foil ornament, gold mask, jade Cong, jade Zhang, jade Ge, and other various animal-shaped wares. They not
only have a high appreciation value, but also reflect the unique local culture.

(B) Wares from Western Zhou Period to the Warring States Period, such as the bronze artifacts unearthed in Zhuwa Street in Pengx-
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ian, the large tomb at Majia Village in Xindu, bronze weapon, tools and seals unearthed from Bashu tombs in Sichuan. All these are special
in shape and pattern and the “Bashu Symbol” are a rich native specialty.

(C) Pottery and stone art created in the Han Dynasty. Thanks to the emergence of lavish funerals, a large number of pottery and
stone artworks have been unearthed from Han Tombs in Sichuan, including pottery figurines, stone figurines, animal figurines, various
pottery and stone models, pedestals of coin shedding trees, relief brick sculptures, relief stone coffins, etc. Some seem to come to life in
their vividness; while others are quite imaginative, embodying some kind of mystery. They have diverse subjects with various means of
expression, and this advanced level of artwork is representative of similar cultural relics throughout the whole country.

(D) Buddhist stone carvings from the Southern Dynasty. Compared with the stone carving in the Northern Dynasty, the stone
carving in the Southern Dynasty is rarely seen today. Thus the Southern Dynasty stone carving unearthed from Wanfo Temple and
Wenchuan certainly are extraordinarily important.

(E) Cultural relics from the Song Dynasty hoards and stone inscriptions from the Song Dynasty tombs. Considering the special
background of the Song-Mongol War, Sichuan has many hoards from the Song Dynasty. The representative sites include Jinyu Village
Hoard at Suining, Xida Street Hoard at Pengzhou, Hexinggongshe Hoard at Guanghan, which represent the highest level in the contem-
porary porcelain, gold and silver wares, and jade. During that time, in Shenbi City, present day called Luzhou and one of the last cities to
hold out against the Mongolians, was found a relief sculpture of Song Dynasty tomb stone inscription, which captures one’s eye with its
various subjects and choice carving.

(F) Porcelain produced from native Sichuan kilns. The include the tortoise-shell shallow bowl and hare’s fur shallow bowl from the
Guanyuan Kiln, the white porcelain bowl from Cifeng Kiln and oil efficient lamp, kettle and toy from the Qiong Kiln. All possess native
distinction and are representative of the culture.

(G) Important cultural relics unearthed from post-Han Dynasty graves. The exquisite funeral objects excavated from tomb of Wang
Jian, king of the Former Shu and Huaying Anbing’s family tombs have an extremely high artistic value.

(H) Ethnic Relics. Sichuan is a multi-ethnic home to 14 ethnic minorities as well as the only habitat of the Qiang people, the biggest
Yi people habitat and the second largest habitat of Tibetans in China. Some representative cultural relics are selected out for presentation,
including the Tibetan Thangka, Mongolian knives, the Yi people’s eagle claw cups and fur amours, and the Qiang people’s silver orna-
ments and Qiang embroidery, to name just a few.

(I) Other historical relics. For wares from the Neolithic Era, we select the Daxi Culture human face-shaped jade pendant and a rela-
tively complete decorated pottery vase, both having a long history and stark admirability, to represent this age. We introduce other key
cultural relics in the miscellaneous section, including wooden agricultural tools excavated from the Jinsha Site, lacquer wood figurines of
the human vascular system excavated from Mianyang, as well as Sichuan brocade, seven string zithers and the rhinoceros horn cups. Out-
side of these, we also chose to include a few of the most exquisite copper mirrors from various time periods.

(J) Paintings and calligraphy. We have mainly selected masterpieces collected in Sichuan Museum since the Song Dynasty. The art-
ists include Zhao Ji, Liu Songnian, Tang Di, Zhang Lu, Wen Zhengming, Tang Yin, Zhao Zuo, Zhu Yunming, Xu Wei, Zhang Ruitu, Qi
Baishi and Zhang Daqgian. What also deserves mention, is that this book also contains the valuable and rare rubbings from the Southern
Song Dynasty named Tan Tie and Tang Dynasty Dunhuang Manuscript Saddharma-pundarika-sutra remains collected from Yibin Mu-
nicipal Museum.

Due to limited space, the revolutionary relics, shadow figures and folk religious paintings, newly collected by provincial units, are
not listed here.

In order to increase the knowledge and readability of this book, we invited related experts to write the texts. In particular, the related
excavation units and museums have provided a brief introduction and background information for key cultural relics sites, such as Guang-
han Sanxingdui Site, Chengdu Jinsha Site, Suining Jinyu Village Hoard, thus allowing the readers to understand the cultural and historical

background, the excavation process and relevant research conditions of these treasures.

Editor
June 2009
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