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ﬁl‘%- Basics

Bl Strokes %3

A stroke is the smallest element of a character. The starting point and the direction of each
stroke are fixed. Each stroke is written straight off without lifting pen from paper.

B1.1 Basic strokes i K% 5

In modern writing, strokes are classified into 6 simple one-directional strokes and 25
strokes that change direction (see B1.3).
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B1.3 Strokes that change direction

Ik A )

Direction changes are always down turns or right turns. They are made without lifting

pen from paper.
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héngzhé
héngzhézhé
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piézhé
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héngzhézhézhégou
shuzhézhégou
xiégou
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Stroke order

Each character has a set number of strokes which must be written in a set order within an

imaginary square.

Seven basic rules regarding stroke order:

1 MG %
Xian héng hou shu e +
Horizontal before vertical

2 s
Xian pié hou na / A
Left-falling stroke before

right-falling stroke

3 M L F]TF
’ ~ ‘ . — —— —
Cong shang dao xia
From top to bottom < —
4 I B A=
- P

Céng zud dao you /

From left to right

5 &2

Xian wai hou It
Outside before inside

6 &b E 2 Ao

Xian wai hou If zai fengkou l

Inside before enclosing stroke

7 S 18] JE WA
Xian zhongjian hou lidngbian
Middle before sides J IJ IJ N\
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