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Substitute Preface

by E.G. Oldenburg

The Russian expedition to the Western Regional including Sinkiang of China of the year 1914-1915 was initiated and

organized by Russian Academician Sergei F. Oldenburg, permanent secretary of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

S. E. Oldenburg became interested in archaeological finds in the Western Regions when he was engaged as an associate
professor of the Department of Oriental Languages of the Petersburg University. In 1892, Oldenburg began his study of the
manuscript fragments sent in 1891 to the Institute of Oriental Study of the Russian Archaeological Society by N. F.
Petrovsky the Russian Consul at Kashgar. As the department asked the university board of trustees to apply to send S.
Oldenburg to the Western Regions of China during the days between May 1 and November 1, 1893, Academician R.
Rosen made a request for allowance for Oldenburg to travel to Kashgar in the summer of 1893. So, in 1892, the Petersburg
University and the Russian Academy of Sciences began their preparation for Oldenburg going on an expedition to
Sinkiang. The task was not accomplished for Petrovsky thought it’s better to put it off temporarily due to various reasons.
Despite of that, Oldenburg did not stop his study on the fragments. In 1893, in a letter sent by Petrovsky from Kashgar to
the Institute of Oriental Study, Oldenburg reported the progress of his study. He diligently probed into the Buddhist art,
sorted out the fragments gathered by Petrovsky from Hetian and published several works just as shown in the list of
Oldenburg’s writings.

In 1895, V. 1. Roborovsky and P. K. Kozlov handed in a chest of manuscripts in Tangut and Indian to the Russian
Association of Geography on their return from the travel to Sinkiang. And Oldenburg began to sort out these manuscripts,
together with Sinologist A. O. Ivanovsky.

Due to efforts made by Academician V. V. Radlova, the Russian Imperial Academy of Sciences established a commission
to study in depth archaeological collections found in Sinkiang. In 1898, D. A. Klementsu, keeper of the Ethnological
Museum of the Russian Imperial Academy of Sciences, was sent to Tulufan by the Russian Geography Association to
make studies of historic sites there. Oldenburg took an active part in working out the travel plan and even had a mind to go
on expedition to Tulufan himself, but he did not have his wish fulfilled for his son suffered then from illness. He
considered Klementsu’s exploration of great importance for Klementsu managed to define the great scientific significance
of the historic sites in Tulufan and demanded a systematic study on them. Oldenburg and other members of the association

began to get prepared for another long-drawn-out expedition to Sinkiang but it was turned down due to the shortage of
fund.

Professor A. Grunvedel, an Indian Buddhist artist, was the first to make use of the result of Klementsu’s exploration.
Together with Doctor Khutom, Grunvedel accomplished his expedition to Tulufan. Achievements of the exploration were
published in its report in 1906, and Grunvedel was the first in the world to make contribution to the scientific study of the
historic sites of Tulufan. Although Grunvedel’s exploration was much rewarded with materials in Indian, Tangut, Chinese
and Iranian found, there still existed a series of deficiency: no drawings included in the materials selected, incomplete
records of the caves, discordant process due to incompleteness and a series of issues not defined. The vulnerability of
Grunvedel’s exploration implied the necessity of a further study, which was taken up by Oldenburg in 1908-1909. Before

starting his study, Oldenburg consulted Professor A. Grunvedel in Berlin and Professor P. Pelliot in Paris, the pioneers of
early expedition to Sinkiang of China.

Russian academician Oldenburg’s expedition to Sinkiang of China in the year of 1908-1909 obtained help and support

from the Russian Commission of Central and East Asian Studies. Except materials collected by Professor A. Grunvedel’s
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first exploration, no foreign expeditions, including the British A. Stein, the French P. Pelliot, or the German Le-Kok, had
their reports published. Oldenburg hence thought his expedition belonged in an exploration while the Petersburg side could
not decide where to unfold its systematic researches. Among the members of the expedition, there were also O.M. Dudin,
an artist and photographer, and D. A. Smirnov, a topographic surveyor-cartographer. The expedition traveled to areas of
Yanqi, Tulufan and Kuche, and a report of the expedition result was published on its bulletin. But an all-round report of the
expedition of the year 1909-1910 has not yet been published even now. The materials concerned are now mainly kept in
the Institute of Oriental Study of the Russian Academy of Sciences, some in the State Hermitage Museum, and the detailed

records of the discovered Tulufan caves in 6 volumes of about 30 printed sheets were kept by Oldenburg.

Oldenburg’s expedition to the Western Regions (Sinkiang) of China of the year 1914-1915 was also organized by the
Russian Commission of Central and East Asian Studies, but its destination was not Tulufan but Dunhuang in the east of
Sinkiang, i.e., the 1000-Buddha caves carved out of the cliffs.

In his Survey of the Mural Paintings and Sculptures in the 1000-Buddha Caves (see volume E of Oldenburg’s
manuscripts), Oldenburg referred to his special interest in and his purpose of exploration of these historic sites that “the
1000-Buddha caves close to Dunhuang could be fully described as the greatest Chinese museum of Buddhist Art since the
years of the Northern Wei dynasty (386-534). As we have done some renovation, several caves takes on a new look so as
Sinologists can find for their study historical documents of this strange Buddhist treasure that is composed of several
hundreds of caves with mural paintings and sculptures left on a oasis of the Gobi desert. The task left for us is to check,

catalog and categorize the caves chronologically.”

In the 1914-1915 expedition, in addition to its leader Academician Oldenburg, its other members of scientists were
anthropologist S.M. Dudin, artist Boris Fedorovich Rombeg, topographic surveyor-cartographer Nikolay Arsent’yevich
Smirnov and Victor Sergeevich Birkenberg, and other ten subsidiaries and one Chinese interpreter.

The expedition left Petersburg on May 20 1914, arrived at Dunhuang on August 20 1914 and did not come to a close until
January 26 1915. And, in April 1915, the expedition leader Academician Oldenburg returned to Petersburg.

In May 1915, a report of result of the expedition was sent in to the Russian Commission of Central and Eastern Asian

Studies and the Institute of History and Linguistics but it has not been published yet by any publications on science.

Academician Oldenburg took up first Permanent Secretary of the Russian Academy of Sciences and then Director of the
Institute of Oriental Study of the Russian Academy of Sciences from the year 1915 to his death, when he went in for
organizing scientific and social activities. It gave him no time to sort out the records and conclude a final report of the 1915
exploration in person. Scholars from scientific institutions of France and the Great Britain have suggested for several times

that he publish his achievement abroad, but Oldenburg always held that the report be published in Russia.

The materials concerning the 1914-1915 Russian expedition to Sinkiang comprises of following parts:
1. 2 notebooks—travel diaries left by Oldenburg and other members of the exploration.
2. 7 notebooks—complete records of the 1000-Buddha caves, with Oldenburg’s brief outline of the unique style of a
certain age (unfinished)
3. Paints and sketches from the colored paintings of the 1000-Buddha caves.
4. O.M. Dudin’s notes of Dunhuang frescoes.
5. Photos of the exploration.
6. Plans and sketches drawn by the exploration.

7. Over 250 items of historical relics such as sculptures, paintings, practical handicrafts, etc.

The above materials are now preserved by the State Hermitage Museum, the Archives of the USSR Academy of Sciences,
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the Institute of Oriental Study of the Academy of Sciences, and E. Oldenburg in Leningrad.

In 1908, prior to Academician Oldenburg’s travel to Dunhuang, the French Sinologist Paul Pelliot had already taken away
a wealth of materials from 1000-Buddha caves, with which he published in France in 1920 five volumes of photos of 1000-
Buddha caves.

In the preface of the album of 1000-Buddha caves, Paul Pelliot referred to his plan to publish materials of other
explorations, which has not yet been fulfilled.

The materials of the 1914-1915 Russian expedition to Sinkiang were gathered on a wider scale, more diversified and
adequate than Pelliot’s exploration. And it is of unique great significance of scientific research, which lies in the fact that it

is Academician Oldenburg not Pelliot that made all the detailed descriptions of 1000-Buhhda caves.

In 1938, in line with my request, the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences approved allocating funds to interpret and
copy notes made by Academician Oldenburg in the 1914-1915 exploration.

Academician F. I. Shcherbatsky was engaged in supervising for the job.

O. A. Kraush took up interpreting and copying these materials with a typewriter.

M. S. Khalturiny undertook duplicating the drafts, plans and sketches in origin of life size.

The present notebook of volume one includes the first 50 caves of 1000-Buddha caves.

E. G. Oldenburg, Leningrad, November 1938

(by request of his widow Yelena Grigoryevna)

Brief notes:
The first volume of Oldenburg’s manuscript notebooks recording 1000-Buddha caves includes caves A, B, C and 72

separate records of caves 1-50 (see the catalog) in 181 pages from page 1, la, 2, 3, 4, 4a, 5, 5a, 6 through 175, coded in
June 1938.

Oldenburg referred to the encoding system in his notebooks:
On August 19-21, in order to understand the course of exploration, we first took a brief look at 1000-Buddha caves and

then decided to have Pelliot’s encoding system remain, supplement what he missed according to his encoding outline and

added A, B, C for another three caves discovered after Pelliot left. Abbreviations used: L represented , K original

chart, F photos, O decorative designs, and X especially important.

As the exploration was carried on in the open 23 years ago, one is sure to meet a series of difficulties in reading and
interpreting Oldenburg’s notebooks under the situation that it’s impossible to inquire about the expedition. The difficulties
were gradually overcome in the process of the work.

In order to copy and preserve the historical documents in origin, we adopted and abode by the following principles to
distinguish original texts from sentences and words added.
a. Copy down by typewriter or in pen all the sentences and words that could be interpreted with quite assurance.
b. Words that could not be interpreted remain in their origin, and words that might be interpreted were written down in
pencil as inference.
c. The original Russian abbreviations were handwritten in pen in red:
—DBuddha, red-green
d. The original western abbreviations were handwritten in pen in red:
_ (Underline)

e. The pre-set western abbreviations were indicated in pen in red, and those in parallel with the original manuscript
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