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Preface

The history of the Chinese church is often
divided into four major periods: The Nestorian
beginning in the Tang Dynasty; The Franciscan
with its short-lived experience in the Mongol Yuan
Dynasty; The Jesuit (and other Roman Catholic
orders) that entered in the late Ming and early
Ch’ing Dynasties; and The Protestant Period which
did not open until the beginning of the 19th
century.

A Pictorial of Christianity in Chinese History
touches each of these important periods with a
unique presentation of pictures, while bringing
its primary focus to bear on the Protestant
experience during the past one hundred and seventy-
two years.

One regrets that Western chronicles of Chinese
church history have generally speaking been unduly
preoccupied with the activities of missionaries
to the woeful neglect of Chinese church leaders
in their development and thought. Far too little
attention has been paid to the role that national
Christian leaders have played. The Bible in China
is a classic illustration of this point. The reader
is hardly made aware of the vital contribution of
Chinese scholars in the translation of the Bible
just preceeding the May 4th Movement and the
literary break through which it represented.

Chinese writers, on the other hand, who have
engaged in a study of their roots have often lacked

the perspective of theological education and have
tended to look at the modern Chinese church as
an isolated experience dating from Robert
Morrison’s arrival in Canton in 1807. The rich
heritage of church history reaching back to Pentecost
with all its crucial theological struggles and strategic
missionary expansion is thus completely overlooked.
One tragic result is to condemn contemporary
Chinese Christians to the fate of learning the hard
way or, even worse, of repeating the errors of
history.

Since the completion of his M.A. program in
Chinese diplomatic history at National Cheng Chi
University ten years ago, Peter Lin has emerged
as a popular contemporary apologist for the Christian
faith. One of his approaches has been to cite ways
in which the Protestant movement contributed to
China’s modernization during the 19th and 20th
centuries. His article in this volume is an excellent
illustration.

In connection with his work at the Chinese
Church History Research Center at China Evangelical
Seminary, Mr. James S.C. Cha, who has done
advanced studies in Chinese history at VYale
University and who now teaches at National Taiwan
University and China Evangelical Seminary has
collected a large number of priceless pictures that
provide fascinating glimpses into Chinese church
history. To these he has added illuminating notes.

It is hoped that this pictorial will not only
provide a graphic panorama of the church in China
to the reading public, but will also serve as a stimulus
to many young Christian scholars to pursue
theological education with a view to drawing from
the story of the past lessons for the Chinese church
as it seeks more effectively today to let the Gospel
take root in the soil of China.
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