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W bo-first inspired in me x lobe of mountaing

The bigour and ralm of bis aatare
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A man of Intelligence delights la waters,

Ose of fovinghindases reloie=s Ia the hiils;

A masn of lutell g 18 fuit of

One of loviagkindaess 15 ssim and quliet;

A mawn of Intelligense Is Mlisd with the Joy of ilfe,
One of loviagkiadness lHves ysto fullness of days.
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Mount OME:

Mount Omei is the very spot where the bodhisattva®
P’u-hsien® established a place for meditation. Its exquisite
beauties, second o none under heaven, are highly lauded.

‘From the foot of the mountain to the very summit is ome

hundred and twenty /i, but the ranges run cootlinually for
several hundred /i, Large and small, there are more than
seventy monasteries, in all of which they worship P’u-hsien.
Its halls, temples, shrines, monasteries, ridges, caverns, slopes,
terraces, streams, ravines, pools, springs, stones, and every
kind of ancient relic and famous scene, all abundantly maai-
fost natural and delicate beauty. In truth, Omei cannot be
surpossed by any of the other illuaerfoua places. In every
dynasty poets and men of letters who bave given themselves
up tp the enjoyment of celebrated mountuins and great
rivers, and who bhave come to visit this mountain, harve
admired Omei's magpificent panorama, a viow which can
nover be forgotten. As to theoir prefnces, essays, poems,
aod other forms of poetic writing which have appeared
like beautiful jade stones and pearls,— they dazzlo the roaders’
eyes and bring smiles to their lips. If we investigalo the

] (u 38 L.. lbc -bbnvhud form of P'uet'i-sa-t6 % 53 i . the Chinese
‘The term mears one who bas not only be-

come a saiat blt r in the great labour of salvation for the world.

Iam lnd-lml lo K. t. R.uehcll. Trul and Trudilien in Chinese Buddhism,
Shaaghsl, The Commereial Press, 1930, fur many of these delinitions.

3 P'u-hsien 28 3¢, Sanskrit Sa--luu-tn. the dedAisativa of mercy whn
rides the while olcﬂ-nl and who chose Mount Omel a3 his abods. He is usually paired
;:l::;t ;d:‘mm Wen-sha %X 58, representative of wisdom, who abides on Wu-t'al




Omei Shan Chik @B 3 8 88 Records of Mount Omei and Omei
T’u Shuo SRR M ®_The Omei Illustrated Guide Book, we
can surely find such composilions clearly recorded in these
volumes. As soon as we opon the page, they nppear plain-

ly, as if under one's very hand. There is no reaszon for
me to make useless repetition.

" Formerly I constructed n thatched hut in the mountaing,
and passed several summers and winters thare, subduing
my passions and destroying desire. Suddenly, I became
aware that tho bodhisattva had bequeathed his manifestation
to this human world, displaying many variotles of visible
appearances. Perhaps it is a matter of foreordained ocau-
sation] The singular wonder is that every time, when winds
and clonds .change suddenly and fantastically, there Appen}s
unexpectedly a huge round bright circle, floating across the
mountains, full of strange colours, gathering into splendour."
At that moment, peaks, ridges, grass, and trees are all fresh,
gleaming, and magnificent. Even when the clouds and mists
have already dispersed, this bright sphere still remains illu-
minated all by itself. Certainly this is the uilivemll} ~shining
“Buddha's Glory,” * amidst which appears a world of encir-
cling cottony clouds. A further wonder is that before this
colourful circle appears, clouds and mists must first come
into sight. Just ut that moment two strange birds sour
and glide to and fro, singing together, “Buddba’s Glory is
uppearing!” * They are, perhaps, the same as those men-
tioned in the O-mi-t'c Sutra ¥ W FE & numed “Chid Ling
P'ing Chich”® & 5l f3, birds that can sing in the tones of
Buddha. Directly following tho singing, this view® becomes
visible before one’s eyes. Again, this is nnotht;r verification

1 Fu Kuuang f§ R. a corena of ralabow coloors Iyin; ‘'on the cloud-MNoor below
the cliff, ln -hlch tbe spectatcr’s shadow is cast,
n Kuaag hsien @ % W,
"Cu.: ling i@ fameans sweet or woudcﬂll P’ing-ch’ied ﬂ Oy means sounds.
g .That is, the Fu Kwawg.
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that the bodhisattvas make suggestivo ravelations to all
living beings, .Farthermore, when tho sotting sun sinks
wostward and the dark night grows heavy, among the
cliffs and ravines there appear myriad flitting lamp-lights,®
flying in the emptiness, — bright stars come to pay homago
to P'u-hsion. This explains why the basic uaity finds
countless different expressions due to the spiritual influence
of the bodhisattvas.

Fortanately, Mr. Phelps, an American who sojourns in
Szechuan at Lan T'ai Ssi, has written ine saying that he
wishes to be familiar with the ‘“‘genuine countenance™ ? of
this mountain. Any time when he has a vacation, no matter
whother it be winter or summer, he likes to climb the
mountain. In spite of difficalties, he bas sought and found
the best edition of the O Skan T'u Shuo, a book which he
rogards as a precious troasure. He has invited a fow
cultivated scholars to reviso it, translated tho book into
Eoglish, published it as a printed volume, and offers it to
bis fellow-countrymen. Hence, he asks for a proface from

w M5V = |

my pen. I sincerely hope that fino scholars, men of fauvie
of today who intend to travel to Omei, will find pleasurc in
something more than the superb scenery.

Monk Shéng Ch'in
Chieh Yin Tien
Mount Omei

Min Kuo, 24th yeur, 6th month, 27th day (27 July 1935).
>

1 Usually calied the Sheng Teng W 3. the exlnonlhury phenomenon of tural-
nous -phm’ bobbieg up and down In the ravines below the cliff,
2 The Chinessnaying ls: MR u X W QY It I ditficult to recognize the
genuloe countenance of Lu Shan,” for it is always mcd by clouds and mists. The
vutdl have also a deeper esoteric Buddhlst measning: One cannot really know the moua.
taln unless be enters into it spirit.
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