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Foreword

This is the fourth Casebook of Innovative Attempts in Social
Work Intervention published by the Hong Kong Council of Social
Service (HKCSS). The objective, in line with the three previous
publications, is to set out the local practice experiences and indi-
genous elements in social work in order to advance the pro-
fessionalism of workers.

Since the publication of HKCSS’s first Casebook in 1986, a
variety of casebooks on different social welfare experiences has
been published. It is encouraging to note that our Casebooks
provide a driving force to the production of more local casebooks.
The fact that the casebooks have been produced on a regular basis
indicates that social workers are interested and are willing to share
their working experiences, and that there is a demand for local
reference material.

Over the last ten years, the social changes in Hong Kong bring
about a corresponding change in the needs of the community. In
order to cater to the needs of the public, social workers have
launched pilot projects and experimented with innovative service
delivery models. Therefore, the Council’'s Editorial Committee
decided that the fourth Casebook should pay tribute to the en-
terprising spirit of these social workers.

This fourth Casebook presents a critical review of these pilot
projects, the innovative service delivery models and looks into the
theories behind them. In so doing this Casebook will further the
exchange of knowledge and experience amongst social workers and
encourage them to reflect on their direction of work for the future.
This publication, I hope, will then become a milestone in pre-
senting the indigenous social work intervention theories and
methods for Hong Kong, contributing ultimately to raising the
service standard of the profession.

Mrs. Pamela Chan, J.P.
Chairperson
The Hong Kong Council of Social Service
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Notes from the Editorial Committee

The first ‘Casebook of Social Work Intervention’ was pub-
lished in 1986. As it was well received, the Hong Kong Council of
Social Service published the second and third ‘Casebook of Social
Work Intervention’ in 1988 and 1990 respectively.

When the Editorial Committee was formed to plan and pre-
pare for the new Casebook, the Committee identified that for a
number of years, social service agencies have been promoting new
services and conducting pioneering projects in social welfare to
meet the needs of different client groups. The Editorial Committee
agrecd unanimously that the valuable experience of these pilot
projects should be shared among social welfare personnel. Hence,
the Editorial Committec decided to focus this Casebook on
sharing experiences of innovative attempts in social work practice,
and hoping that they would bring insights to practising social
workers.

A total of 32 articles were received. Compared with past years,
this Casebook has the highest number of contributions. Because of
the large quantity, the screening of articles has to be handled by a
Selection Panel of 26 independent panelists with expertise from
various social work services. For the first round of selection, each
submitted article was screened by two panelists, and by a third
panelist in case of divided opinion. Authors would be requested to
revise their articles according to the suggestions of the panelists.
The revised articles would again be submitted to the panelists for a
second review.

The Editorial Committee would like to express our generous
gratitude to each contributor and also the selection panelists who
helped us to screen the articles despite their own busy schedule.
The Editorial Committee is regretful that some of the valuable
articles have to be rejected as their contents do not coincide with
the theme of the Casebook, i.e. ‘innovative attempts’ or ‘social
work intervention’.

It is the first time for the Editorial Committee to join hands
with the Cosmos Books Ltd. to produce the Casebook. We hope
that this joint venture can improve the quality of this Casebook
and can promote the sales of the book.

Last but not the least, the Editorial Committee would likc to
thank Ms. Sandra Wong, the Manpower and Training Officer of
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the Council, and other staff of the Council for their assistance in
the publication of this book. We thank those who contribute their
pioneering and innovative experiences to share with all readers.
May their inspiring efforts bring about some impact and change in
the lives of those we serve.

Dr. Chang Sau Han, Joyce, J.P.
Convenor
Editorial Committee on Casebook
of Innovative Attempts in Social
Work Intervention
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