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Abstract

Annual Report on Environmental Development of China 2013 ( Green Book of
Environment 2013) is the 2013 annual environmental report compiled by Friends of
Nature, a leading environmental protection NGO in China, with Mr. LIU Jiangiang
as editor-in—chief and participation and cooperation from academics, environmental
protection activists, public service activists and media.

In 2012, public incidents related to industry pollution and environmental health
caught the attention of the whole society. On one hand, popular protests have
evolved in a more radical way, with highlighted conflicts of interest; on the other
hand, local governments have turned more responsive. These new developments
show that public education advocated by academics and environmental protection
organizations is merging with spontaneous public protest initiated by rural and urban
residents to safeguard their legal rights and strive for compensation, pointing to more
long-term initiatives like policy advocacy.

Cross-border water pollution and competition incidents in 2012 showcase the
truth that water crisis is not only an environmental issue but also a societal and political
one. Reflections have called us to reconsider planning, strategy and development
models and restructure political agenda and front.

2012 also saw greater ecological and environmental challenges in China.
Hydropower projects in the upstream of the Yangtze River have led to latent
geological, ecological and water sustainability risks. While protectorates are meant to
be protected public resources rather than sources of local economic benefits, the
reality shows exactly the other way round, with local governments and speculative
capital relentlessly stepping in and taking the advantage, ignoring relevant laws and
regulations.

Heavy metal pollution was another major threat to public health in 2012. Brown
fields have become a serious issue and a latent long-term threat to urban development.

Since the smog days drew the public’s attention to PM2.5 in 2011, smog has
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attracted unprecedented attention. Thanks to public advocacy and environmental
protection NGO’s unremitting efforts, over 50 cities across China are publicizing
PM2. 5 data, another success of public participation. The public, media, academics
and government have reached a consensus on air pollution control and emergency
response. |

The new Civil Procedure Law enforced since Jan. 1 in 2012 is the first to expand
its jurisdiction to environmental public interest litigation, ushering in a new era in
China. However, the revision of the Environmental Protection Law has been proved
very controversial, with many crying out setbacks. In order to prevent the revision
proposal from formal deliberation at the National People’s Congress, leading
environmental legalists appealed to Chairman WU Bangguo of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress ( NPC) and the NPC Standing
Committee Legal Work Committee, pointing out the big hitches in the exposure
draft and successfully convinced the NPC Standing Committee to postpone
deliberation.

This Green Book of Environment aims to, for the sake of public interest,
record, evaluate and reflect China’s environmental conditions. With the support of

data and facts, articles in the report strive to be empirical, authentic and professional.
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