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1. Music Love of Americans

James Fenimore Cooper, an early American writer, once said,

“The Americans are almost ignorant of the art of music. ” If that was

once true, you would never know it today. Most Americans—even
those without a musical bone in their bodies—have a favorite style of
music. Many people enjoy classical and folk music from around the
world. But other popular music styles in America were “made in the
U.S.A.”

Country and western music lies close to the heart of many Amer-
icans. This style originated among country folks in the southern and
western United States, Country music tells down-to-earth stories
about love and life’s hardships. Guitars, banjos and violins—also
known as fiddles—give country music its characteristic sound. The
home of country music is Nashville, Tennessee—Music City U. S. A.

[1] Country music even has its own theme park called “Opryland”

where you can enjoy music shows and fun rides. [2] “The Grand Ole

Opry,” the oldest radio show in the United States, broadcasts coun-

try music live from Opryland every weekend.

Jazz music, developed by African-Americans in the late 1800s,
allows performers to freely express their emotions and musical skill.
Instead of just playing the melody, jazz musicians improvise different
tunes using the same chords, [ 3] The peak of jazz music came in the

1920s, known as “The Jazz Era”. This period produced musicians
like Louis Armstrong, Benny Goodman and Duke Ellington. These

1



musicians later created the “big band” sounds of the 1930s. Different
styles of jazz developed in different cities, such as New Orleans, Chi-
cago, New York and Kansas City. Composer George Gershwin
brought jazz into the world of classical music with pieces like “Rhap-
sody in Blue. ”

The 1950s saw the development of an explosive new music
style: rock’n’roll. Performers like Elvis Presley and songs like Bill
Haley’s “Rock Around the Clock” made rock music widely popular.
This powerful music style addresses issues like love, sex, drugs, pol-
itics and death, Often it rebels against the accepted values of society.

[4] Rock concerts, featuring loud music and sometimes weird stage

acts, have become a major part of American youth culture. Music

videos on television have spread the message of rock to the far cor-
ners of the globe.

And the beat goes on. Pop music represents popular styles—like
the music of Karen Carpenter—that have wide appeal. “Golden old-
ies” from the past bring back pleasant memories for many.

Rap music, which burst onto the music scene in the 1970s, is
actually more like a rhyming chant. Rappers give a strong—some-
times vulgar—message about life in the streets.

Americans have always been a religious people, and music has
long been a part of their religious experience, as well. From colonial
days, hymns and praise songs have enhanced worship. Negro spiritu-
als, such as “Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen,” reflect hope in
God in the midst of suffering. Today’s Christian styles fit all musical
tastes—from country to jazz to pop to rock to rap.

In America, music is a shared experience. People grow up with
piano lessons, chorus classes and marching band practices. They can
talk about their tastes in music when there isn’t anything else to talk

about. [5] If James Fenimore Cooper were here today, he would

surely have to change his tune.
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—{ 2 E BB 89 /E % FE H1 (James Fenimore Cooper) 8 i) “ 2 EH
NGEFEREARINLF—TFA"MREXEEEREFL, S HEN AR
T. RESHEEAN, EZEEREEEERMEHAN . HAFEHCE
EZHERIGE. TZAERHRASENTRERAIRES S [HEE
EH TR RAT & SR X W 2 EEHE” .

SRR ERREABREZEEAN LR, XfESEETEXER
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b EEF /MRS (violin X4 fiddle) TP T SN ESRENE
. SHNERBRETHA-MONFE/RT—XENEERZS.
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WA UEZERRE AT ARG, (2] EEZEK &
H“The Grand Ole Opry” &~ JF A& SE W #%& i Opryland 3% 5 .
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AL B AR B R, XA B B s B T B T AR B
(Louise Armstrong) , 1 7% & (Benny goodman) Fl3£ # i ( Duke El-
lington) XFFHE AR K. XEFTRKERAET 20 Ha 30 FRE
“KEA"Z & ARG ZEH T AR B XA, ting 8K
R ZIaE A AFREES T . 1Eh %R 3% % 3C (George Gershwin) i@ it
‘AR XENER R AT AL RS ROHA,

20 4D S0 SERIIE T — MR EHF F A XAE MR B BB K.
B F XA R DA S 4% %8 A (Bill Haley) #) Rock Around the Clock
XEERH, (B A KR ., XFPR RS RSB ERT &
15 R BUR LTS 8. ERFEELSME. (4] KFE
EAENERNEEARANBERESS CRAXEEFRALS
PEER . MERERCERE B T2R.
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R T 70 FRNETE T RFL LRV EHNEE, BERTFE
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EEA— R FEMENRE, MF R AL BRMATRH
HEPR—80 . BERMBIIS, R MBS ARG T A 5
. BTN mMEIR IR "R R, S b 50 st B3 1
BE, SRNEEIEREETEANERNBE—MNSH.BL.
HAE BRI EK.

EXH, FAR—fRFKIEENE LS, AMERSFR.GBRE
FEAWAT RBAP KK, HIHE RGBS, T8 T RIR B C &
KRR . [5] dn 24 PE 3 76 th 19 1 , b 55 a0 201 75 5038 il A4
< Vocabulary™>
ignorant [ 'ignerent | adj. JEHIK
fiddle ['fid1] n. /NEE
characteristic [ \keerokto'ristik ] ady. i K
melody [ 'melad: | n. BT, B9, ERF %
improvise [ 'mprovaiz ] v. BJJEEE, BJJE miE
chord [kod] n. (FHRAE) %, FF
peak [prk] n. TR
address [o'dres] v. JEi; [6) - BEE
weird [wird , wiad] adj. BERH)
appeal [o'picl] ». VFiF ;KA
vulgar [ 'valge(r) ] adj. HU&HI, @M, FHH
chorus ['korss] n. &M8;57 7 ; & IEBA
< Phrases™
be ignorant of JCHI)
down-to-earth BRAZH)
< Sentences >
(@D Country music even has its own theme park called “Opryland”

where you can enjoy music shows and fun rides.
4



XAE—NE A, called &4 =43 18], 16 11 B 1] Y theme park; where
51—/~ E ], B it s Opryland,

@ “The Grand Ole Opry,” the oldest radio show in the United
States, broadcasts country music live from Opryland every weekend.
XM HA] , live TEAFTAME /G EAME.

® The peak of jazz music came in the 1920s, known as “The
Jazz Era.”

X — M 4] known as f 2240 AME G B E &, EHAETE A9 1920s.
@ Rock concerts, featuring loud music and sometimes weird stage
acts, have become a major part of American youth culture.

X AE—ME] B4, featuring BL7E 43 1AM 5 & %€ 15, B i Bl I Y rock
concerts,,

® If James Fenimore Cooper were here today, he would surely have

to change his tune.
XRE—NE A, REIES, XA EY .
2. Britain: Foreign Students Are to Be Educated
in the Etiquette of Queuing

Foreign students visiting Britain are to be educated in the eti-
quette of queuning for buses, after local users complained about them

not observing the conventions of standing in line,
[1] Southern Vectis, which operates buses on the Isle of Wight,

off England’s south coast, said it was to contact local language

schools following several complaints about the behavior of young

students over the summer vacation.

“On the Isle of Wight we get lots of foreign language students
staying with families,” said operations manager March Morgan Hu-
ws.

[2] “In their cultures, they do not queue for buses where they

live and [3] there is a scrum every time a bus turns up, while in

British culture there is a nice orderly queue. ”




