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Time-Orient_ed Culture

bsf 1] SC AL

People’ s attitude toward time is the best weatherglass to reflect one

nation’ s culture in terms of punctuality, pace of life and time-oriented

- AT% ] B s
Cmn%—&m@tmaﬂ%
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ik,
: ' : ( : Punctuality

FEE

a O . Punctuality or not is the

most  accurate vyardstick to

philosophy.

: judge a nation’ s culture of
time. For example, the following are some facts about the Chinese and the
Americans’ culture ;

P AR By — A B ) ) WS S MR B — B R . B,
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It’s common for a Chinese leader to be 30 minutes late for a confer-
ence or an opening ceremony ,with no apology at all.

PEAFAT
Lo PR S AL |
S ENGE SR
ERHY M1 |
AR AN UL o

It" s acceptable
PRI IR EL T
or- official to arrive .

late-by less than 5

minutes, with words
like“Sorry” and a sense of guilt.
KE A KRB E RBRBIAR S R LIS, H
A3 2 — ) H AR Z B, N O S REI A%
Generally speak-
ing, the more stress is
laid on punctuality,
the . more value is
placed on time, the
' more advanced is the
nation’ s economy. It

is because of this that

people have different

attitudes ;oward time. Consider the facts about people’ s value of time;
— PR , AR 5 VA < o, B X R AR E AL ], AT Y

SRR, IEEA I, AMAFAR et W, #E FEA
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An American or Englishman accepts all excuse for arriving 5 to 15

minutes late.

EEASZEE AN TR
5~ 15 34T LASERZ

An Arabian thinks nothing
of 2 hours’ late.

BTRAAN, XERE 2 N
WAL FEH,

The proverb is representa-
tive of a nation’s time concept ;

BERENER— T RES
KN ] A AR

Chinese: Think three times
before you act. (from Confucius)
PEAN . =ZBMEfT. (BTFAKRF)

American;

Time is money.

EE A: B [E]
MRS,
He who hesi-

tates is lost.

E1C N
ZHA

Harry S. Tru-

man said something to the same extent, “ A President either is constantly

il

on top of events or,if he hesitates, events will soon be on top of him. ’
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Pace of Life
EFETE

Americans are

always in a hurry, they §

seem to be under per-
manent  pressure to
think that there 1is
something more to do
the next moment. This

fast pace is reflected in

the popularity of fast-food restaurants, one-stop stations and micro-ovens.

They hate to waste their time and would frown if their time is wasted by

interruptions or by poor service. They appreciate the practice of doing

= things as quickly as possible, as

in their eyes, “ Patience is the’
virtue of asses. ” 4
EEANEBRZAANANN,
1B T “ 55— JLik A B
WEHEMWENZ T, X
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In contrast,

; & people in Indone-
: sia  believe in
“rubber time” | to
£y ~ the extent that

time can stretch or

people who do
¥ something in a
rush are actually asking for trouble: they’ d be suspected of trying to
cheat! In their culture, a slow pace is the rule, the law. A fast pace is
most unusual ,worth doubt.

SR, ENEEJE PR A R FEAE
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Here is a contrast between the slow
pace people (SPP) and the fast pace peo- _
ple( FPP) .

THEA KR Z 58 WERE
HIRT L :




SPP—Consider an appointment as a target to achieve, if possible.
BYWE—UANALHE— B, RHEZRRET ;
FPP

take a
promise seriously and
try to keep it by all
means,

R =—HW
FET X R R, &
WRENELAAC
GRANEEER

SPP—are dedica-
ted to people and human relationship.
BN E—B T IHABRRR, TEGLERE ;

, FPP

voted to work rather

are  de-

than to human relation-
ship.

MY E—20
LEMB AR TIES
EANBRRXRRKE
i)

SPP

plans easily.
R 7

change

PEHAR BRI 5
FPP——follow and stick to the plans.
PRATE—REAE TR
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SPP—decide to be punctual or not based on human relationship.
W% S ERR T AR |
FPP stress punctuality.

R ZE—FIH—

SPP—show strong tendency to build lifetime friendship.

1845 % —— 3R BB TR LKA B A

FPP
Heti % —— RT TR A
Time-Oriented Philosophy

B A5

Past-oriented philosophy—in which the greatest attention is paid to

are used to short-term relationship.

history and tradition and custom,so much so that the past is often regar-
ded as the guide for decision-mak- wm
ing. The following are typical fea-
tures of such philosophy :
TCIHRIY 2 —— AR
HhEPEL L fER 562 .
AATTX 3 202 0 e 9 56 3, PAE
TRERNRRR T XFHE
% LA DR — SR
Consider the past and you’ ll

know the present.

W BIAZ i 25 AT LA R B 45

p
Historical dramas, like those TV series about the Qin Dynasty, the

Tang Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty, dominate present entertainment cir-

cle and lead boxing-office sales.
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Chinese  children still
worship Monkey King, the su-
pernatural hero of feudal era.

DL ST AR AR K
Y e —
A A Rt

To this type belong Japan

. and Britain.
H A5 [ 1 & F X A
K,

Future-oriented  philoso-

phy—in which the focus is on the future where happiness is to be found.
People are always making plans for future rather than experiencing the
present. The following are its typical features:

R AT 2 '
—EHOBEAR
K, INA R K E
— Ul #18 Z Br
fE. MIEFH
AR JA B
QA= 2T 5
ZHAE, HFHE
mF .

The Ameri_—

cans always want to wear the latest fashions and drive the freshest brand

-
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of car. J
EEASBFRBATHRR R, FFRM EHH2EHE;

Having conquered the
moon, the Americans are
planning to explore the
universe beyond the galaxy.

TEAEMR T ARZ )G,
0 AU AR
CESVE VRSl
s

Americans ' movies

are featured by superhero-
es from the Mars or other planets.

5 H A9 H# L
A KK BN H A
S BN Y R S

PILEHLN

‘ Having been No.
= One in economy , Sci-

ence and technology

as well as military , the
Yankees are striving to build NMD to get bigger and stronger.
HARE LG PHE L R FE T WSO8 5k 55 [, SEE
PEASAE SR o b s FE K 5 S B A AR 8, R 15 s K, WA
"EX#H
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World Population to Level Off
R AD&n PR

The United Nations latest forecast of the world’ s population in 2050
is 9 billion people lower
than the U. N. esti-
mated just two years
ago, a result of women
having fewer children
and ti‘le worldwide toll
of AIDS,a report says.
WA E R HI,
) 2050 4Rt A O

8T 90 12, XE LM
R Al TR B AR —
o RHZ——ELA
EEEHLZHTNE
57 332 19 58 T2 Bk
o

U. N. estimates for
2050 are down from 9.4
billon to 8. 9 billion.
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The population is expected to stabilize at 9 billion by 2300. The long-
range report marks the first time
the U. N. has issued projections
for years as distant as 2300, 150
years further out than earlier esti-
mates. ‘
B 2T 2050 SEA 146 B
M 94 {2 89 2., 3] 2300
FHIHHRRETE 90 12, XRK
BRI E 5 — R TS E 4L ¢
AR KA Y R Foh 0, B
2300 4F, IR SEHIT 2 T 150
o :

Though it’s hard to be accurate in long-term forecasts, the U. N./re—
ports are widely considered the“gold standard” by demographers.
 BRWK
| 91 5090 7R A
e, B 2K S
BEEESIPE PN
Hgit#xK) &
HA R A

AVE1)
) o

“ The bright

news is that people
are choosing small families ,so we’ re likely to stabilize well below 10 bil-
lion ,most likely at 9 billion. But the next 3 billion are coming in the next

50 years,so we need to continue our work to help women and families
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have the number of children they want—which they tell us is two, ” says
Joseph Chamie,the U. N. Population Division director.

“A N R B T
BRANIELEESE/N
d AU e, AR AT AT
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Chamie calls

small families good
news because the
global fertility rate is
currently 2. 7 chil-
dren per woman. If |
the fertility of coun
tries was to keep B
constant, the world
population would be-
come much more.
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