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Preface

Introductory Chinese is a series consisting of six books: Listening and Speaking (volumes 1 and 2),
Reading Comprehension, Chinese Character Workbook, Listening Comprehension and Listening
Comprehension Workbook. This series has been tailored for foreign students who are coming to China
to pursue further studies; however, it will be an equally valuable resource for other foreign learners
wishing to teach themselves Chine

Listening and Speaking is designed to build up and improve the ability of learners to express
themselves in Chinese by presenting them with a number of everyday situational conversations to
study. The book also explains many essential grammar points and includes key day-to-day vocabulary.

Reading Comprehension aims to improve learners' reading abilities and increase their reading speed, as
well as reviewing the grammar, language usage and vocabulary found in Listening and Speaking.

Chinese Character Workbook teaches how to read and write Chinese characters introduced as new
words in Listening and Speaking.

Both Listening Comprehension and Listening Comprehension Workbook serve to train learners' listening
abilities and improve their listening comprehension.

The series boasts the following features:

—All teaching materials have been selected to cover everyday topics and situations, so as to best
meet the learners' real-life requirements.

—The coursebooks place a strong and equal focus on listening, speaking, reading and writing to
facilitate the development of each student's language skills across the board.

—The teaching style used in this series has been tailored to incorporate structural, situational and

functional approaches to language instruction.



Classroom studies have shown that after studying this series, students will have effectively
acquired the basics of Chinese language and communicative skills needed for staying in China and will
be amply prepared to improve their Chinese through further study.

This series covers a vocabulary of over 1,200 words, 109 grammar points and more than 1,200
characters.

Introductory Chinese and An Elementary Course in Scientific Chinese together form a set. Students
coming to China to study science and technology may begin with the former and then move on to the
latter.

In compiling this series, I drew on the experiences encountered and achievements made by existing
Chinese teaching materials. I would hereby like to extend my appreciation and acknowledgement to the
authors of these rich resources of knowledge, including: Sheng Yan, Ji Xiuging, Wen Jie, Huang
Zhenying, Chen Yongde, Li Juanqin, Guo Jingu, Han Yufang.

We welcome feedback and suggestions for future improvements from both teachers and students

for the subsequent editions of this series.

The Compiler



fE H B

(LBEHR)NNILRA) R NIEBF A R ENEMIGEN BN, BNETEFRFZENNE
Bee, A — S EIENE R BT TRFNEM, AN EREEI ANE %i%i%ﬁﬁi#ﬁﬁ@m%&?ﬁ KL &R
EMo

(FIRA)YNREABILT -

— R’X

XAFEZA IR, B/ UREIIEES, NERFRZESIINFR, FRBBERE=RIR .

R (—) AR, ZATIER, G F 55, bR £,

() A BRI, R AR, BIRE A I, B 97 T SRR MR B RE A SR o

R (Z)VARAX EPEE=TRHRUGE, BENETIRFANN BXEEE

. A1

AMFEHATE 700 M 2B, FHIEIRNABARERFTGEOR. EHE, RERSE BR,

= '

(FHERA) B AL H IR T S (iR A B B RXPHANTEBERA/INEZ B T 828
Bl o

P, %3]

AT IRENRCNVERE N RGN ERE, SRRXA B EENEG S,



Compiler's Notes

Reading Comprehension, part of the set entitled Introductory Chinese, is a fundamental Chinese
reading comprehension textbook for foreign students. It aims to foster students' reading ability and to
lay a good foundation upon which students can use to build their ability to read books in Chinese. At
the same time, Reading Comprehension will help students to both expand their vocabulary and to
review and consolidate the material covered in Listening and Speaking of this set.

Reading Comprehension has been compiled as follows:

Texts

There are 44 lessons in total. The first eight lessons deal with Chinese phonetics. From lesson 9
on, each lesson has two or three texts.

Text (I) of each lesson is to be read aloud and will, for the most part, be in the form of a dialogue
composed of short and simple sentences which lend themselves to oral reading.

Text (IT) of each lesson is a narrative to be read silently. These narratives, which gradually increase
in length as the lessons progress, are aimed at training students' reading speed and comprehension
skills.

Text (III) is a practical text provided from lesson 35, aimed at strengthening students'

writing skills.

New Words
This textbook introduces approximately 700 new words, which students will learn to read and

understand. The students are not required to write these words.

Notes
Grammatical points are explained in the order in which they appear in Listening and Speaking.

Minor grammatical points in the texts are explained briefly in footnotes.



Exercises
Each lesson includes a number of exercises designed to check students' comprehension ability and

to improve their reading speed.

VIII
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Pronunciation Exercises

(—) ##3F Distinguishing Between Sounds
1. $%#=H Distinguishing Between Initials

ba pa bo po bi pi
bu pu da ta de te
di i du tu ma fa
mo fo mu fu na la
ni i nu lu na 10
2. 91898 Distinguishing Between Finals
yi yu li v} na ni
nu nd lu 0 ne ni

(Z) #/=18 Distinguishing Between Tones

yi i wl  wu yi i
da du ta ta ni ni
fa fa pé po mod mo
bd bu 16

(=) W&ET5i8  Disyllabic Words
bay1 pifa fayu bipo dapi dayi
mull pubu ditu dabé déyi fawl
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