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UNIT 1 Love 1

Basic Reading

Their Love Is Priceless

I It was a Sunday evening. One of my roommates, Cathy, came back with a handful of

shopping bags.

2 She looked excited and her eyes were sparkling, indicating that she was about to tell us

something she thought was interesting, but which we often found totally boring.' But I thought

I would indulge her this time. 5
“So spit it out, Cathy. What’s up with all those shopping

bags?”

4“1 went shopping with my mom this weekend! It was

amazing, so many stores had sales and some were even offering

80 percent discounts!” 10

5 “Wow, that’s cool. What did you buy?”

6 She couldn’t wait to show me her 1,500 yuan Nike shoes,

which, according to her, had just been released, and a pair of

800 yuan Levi’s jeans’. The shoes were fashionable, and the jeans were, without a doubt,

attractive. She then began to talk about where they had been to shop, how she picked out the 15

shoes and how horrible it was trying more than 10 different jeans.’ I listened carefully, trying to

be as excited as she was, smiling and nodding as she spoke.

7 Of course, I wanted those pretty things and I did envy her for having so generous a

mother, for owning so many beautiful, fashionable clothes, and especially, for spending so

much money without feeling guilty. 20

o

¢ Unlike Cathy, my mother seldom let me have what I wanted. She thought things like that
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were unnecessary. She often told me spending money was a bad habit and thriftiness was a
virtue. My parents lived a simple life and I was brought up to feel guilty whenever I spent too
much. Once or twice I do feel sad to have been born into such an average family, and from time
to time, dream of being Paris Hilton in my next life.* 25
9  But such dreams did not last long. 1 know from the bottom of my heart that my parents
have given me the best they could offer. I didn’t get fancy shoes or clothes, but we often went
shopping for books. I was obsessed with fairy-tales when I was very young and Dad even
bought me expensive imported books with large pictures inside.
10 1don’t have a multimedia cellphone which advertisers tell me will completely change the 30
way I communicate with people, but I phone home a lot. I know Mom loves to talk with me
and Dad loves to hear us talk. He doesn’t chat with me often, but I can still feel his love for me,
as silent and deep as the ocean. Even in this electronic age, I still write home every month.
11 Looking at Cathy’s beautiful, expensive stuff, I realized what I own is priceless. My
parents have loved me selflessly for over 20 years. If they charged me for the blood that my 35
mom lost when giving birth to me or the caring I received when I got hurt or fell ill, I would go
bankrupt immediately.” The most precious thing in the world—love, is already in my hands.
What more could I ask for? Material things will be gone but love is endless.

(519 words)

Proper Names

Cathy /'kae@i/ (N%) Pt

Levi’s /'lizvais/ Z=4E T (36 [E 3 4 47 i )

Nike /'naikiz/ i 5 (35 4 KIIZ 3 dh )

Paris Hilton /'paeris 'hilten/ (A\44) THTN BT « A /K% (5 /R W4E B 4k & N)

New Words
advertiser /'aedvetaize/ n. TG &#H, | H&EF
e.g. The advertiser is using balloon as promotional material.

amazing /o'meizin/ adj. % NIRIEE, 4 AN HBUR
e.g. I) We listened to her amazing stories very carefully.
II) An amazing number of people registered to be volunteers for the 2008 Olympics.
attractive /o'traektiv/ adj. "5 AN/, FREIIM): 5ENEBH, 5IRERK
e.g. I) Mary was a slim attractive country girl of eighteen, with black hair and a rather long nose.
II) These products are more attractive among young people than old people.
III) Our price is very attractive as compared with that in the international market.
average /'@veridz/ adj. — M1, EHK,; FHK

e.g. I) The girl was really beautiful and much above the average intelligence.
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*bankrupt /'baenkrapt/ adj. 1)
e.g. He attempted to kill himself after his firm had gone bankrupt.
*cellphone /sel'foun/ n. FHl, BahHIE
charge /tfa:dz/
v Wedk, B ¥, RS
e.g. I) Usually airlines charge half price for children.
IT) The police charged the driver with speeding.
n EAfr, WA 1R fET
e.g. 1) Only a few people can afford to enjoy that concert, because the admission charge is very high.
I) He appeared in court on a charge of attempted murder.
chat /tfeet/
v. K, IR
e.g. Her kindness broke the ice and we began to chat.
n. IR
e.g. Last night Mr May dropped in for a chat.
communicate /ka'mju:nikeit/ v. #i%, WfE: s, A4 AHEHE
e.g. I) We can communicate with people in most parts of the world by telephone.
IT) The most important thing I have learnt in school is how to communicate.
III) Scientists have reasons to believe that trees do communicate with each other.
discount /'diskaunt/ n. 37
e.g. This is the last chance you can get up to 60 percent discount.
electronic /i lek'tronik/ adj. H7 /), (5)#B¥ (HHX) K
e.g. I) The boy lent his new electronic toy train to his friends.
II) We purchased from a Japanese company some electronic instruments.
endless /'endlis/ adj. JC1-35K), 5T
e.g. I) Much of my time was spent on endless meetings and interviews.
IT) Winter is the rainy season here and the rain always seems endless.
envy /'envi/ v. K5%, By
e.g. I) Ireally envy those little children. Their lives are so easy and free.
II) We envied Peter for his wealth and good luck.
*fairy-tale /feoriteil/ n. #if
eg. Lucy recalled her favorite Andersen fairy-tale, the one that had often brought her to tears.
*fancy /faensi/ adj. ¥T51, KK SR, RRE, RHEK
e.g. I) She looks so beautiful in her fancy dress.
IT) Several fancy gifts were presented to our distinguished guests.
fashionable /feefonabl/ adj. HHEE/], WITHI
e.g. This dress is of such a good style and it will surely be fashionable for many years.
generous /dzenares/ adj. MM, KI7HI: EIER, FEKEM

e.g. I) Mr Johnson, who I was working for, was very generous about overtime payments.
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IT) It was most generous of you to forgive me.
ouilty /'gilti/ adj. FIEH; ORER, A IERER
e.g. I) We must assume him to be innocent until he is proved guilty.
IT) I felt guilty as I forgot to post the letters for you.
handful /haendful/ n. —4; >%, P&E
e.g. 1) The naughty boy came into the room with a handful of sand.
IT) We had invited 200 people to the party but only a handful of them came.
horrible /horabl/ adj. 4 AT wIHAM, 2R
e.g. ) The medicine was so horrible that I could hardly get it down.
IT) I had a feeling that something horrible was going to happen.
immediately /i'mi:diatli/ adv. 2B, 5L EEE
e.g. 1) An airlift was organized immediately for the relief of the earthquake victims.
I1) Immediately after the meeting we began to do research.
import
/im'po:t/ v. #EI
eg. Some countries have to import most of their raw materials.
/impo:t/ n. 31
e.g. The government finally banned the import of all these electrical goods.
indicate /indikeit/ v. £7~, FH; i, fHH
e.g. I) The two companies were already indicating interest in cooperation.
IT) Government statistics indicate that prices have gone up.
*indulge /in'dAld3/ v. &%, W2, ik ZER—TF: Y&, ok BT
e.g. I) Most of the parents think it necessary to indulge their children when they are ill.
II) Will you indulge my curiosity and tell me where you’ve bought this lovely handbag?
III) In the first year in college, he indulged himself in computer games. However, with the help
of his teachers and parents he finally got rid of it.

material /ma'tisrial/
adj. VI EER), KFH
e.g. I) When we were in trouble three years ago he gave us both moral (¥ _Lf{]) and material

support.
IT) The witness held back some rﬁaterial facts.
n MR RN BERL, EM
e.g. I) Some scientists are working at a new material which will replace metal.
IT) Before he started to write he lived in the countryside for a year looking for materials.
*multimedia /mAlti'mi:dje/ n. 24k
e.g. Teachers nowadays use Internet, multimedia and other information technologies to teach.
offer /ofe/ v. (B3N 4 T; (F3h) 4t
e.g. I) May I offer you a drink?
IT) It’s very kind of you to offer to help us.



. I'prefes/ adj. FEHH, BHH: SEM
e.g. I) Time is so precious that we should make full use of it.
II) 1 wish to keep my experience in Africa as a precious memory.
* less /'praislis/ adj. Y1, HRHFER
e.g. I see the true friendship between us as the priceless treasure to me.
¢ [riolaiz/ v. A4 AR, BE, FiIREL: FOBEMFIE) BAFESE, £ OHFRS) A
e.g. I) Many people fail to realize that real communication goes in both directions.
II) 1didn’t realize how great a mother’s love was until I became a mother myself.
III) Government loans are helping small business realize their dreams.
*release /rilizs/ve AFFRAT, b B, @G A GER. HE), KA
e.g. I) Jay’s new album will be released in 3 months’ time.
II) All the war prisoners were released when the two sides agreed to cease fire (& :K).
III) The spokesman didn’t release any details about the contents of the talks.
*roommate fru:mmeit/ n. EA, [[REH
eg. He found it difficult to get along with his new roommate.
arkle 'spakl/ v R, AR
e.g. Diamonds sparkle in the light.
stull /staf/ mo ZRPH, PO WU, Rl WEBh, HHE
e.g. I) Before the Clarks moved into their new house they threw all the old useless stuff out.
IT) These plates were made of a kind of plastic stuff.
III) My brother, Jack, was quite good at the technical stuff.
hriftiness /'Oriftinis/ n. 48
e.g. My father often said that it was the thriftiness of grandma that kept the whole family happy
and healthy.
wtally /teuteli/ adv. 5E4HY, #a%tH
e.g. I) We feel very much embarrassed (Ji /it f']) because it’s a totally unexpected situation.
IT) After living together with them for a week I knew that they came from totally different
background.
mlike /an'laik/ prep. 5e----Jz; Leeeee ANF]
e.g. I) Unlike his twin brother, he was tall and strong.
II) The North of China, unlike the South, is often windy in Spring.
unnecessary /an'nesasari/ adj. NLER], ZRH
e.g. I) Ifyou find any unnecessary things on the shopping list, just cross them out.
IT) We think it unnecessary to set off so early in the morning.
virtue /'veitfu:/ n. EfE, {E4T
e.g. Courage is the virtue that his brother admired most.
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Phrases & Expressions

according to  Feeeo-- Frits H&i, MK

e.g. 1) According to the weather report, it’s going to be fine tomorrow.

II) We spent the whole afternoon making a plane model according to its instructions.

be obsessed with ¥k, Xfeeee-r ik, WLT, &RFEZIAE

e.g. I) John was so obsessed with computer games that he could hardly focus on his study.

II) He was obsessed with the notion that he would find her in the crowd.

bring up #IE, HFHIF

e.g. 1) He left her to bring up three children on her own.
IT) Inmy day, many children were brought up to go to church.

from the bottom of one’s heart % FH /O () , O R ()

eg. People welcome the returning soldiers from the bottom of their heart.

from time to time BN, A

eg. My naughty boy paints on the walls from time to time.

give birth to A4 7=, H#ZTF, r=F

e.g. Mother koalas (#47) give birth to babies only every other year.

pick out Hki%k

e.g. Mum’s going to help me pick out a suitable dress for the party this evening.

spit out {HiH:, PEH; HH

e.g. 1) Finally, he decided to spit out what was really on his mind.
II) The baby felt ill and spit out all the porridge it had just eaten.

Notes

. She looked excited and her eyes were sparkling, indicating that she was about to tell us something

she thought was interesting, but which we often found totally boring.
fJFH indicating SEIRAE M RN FERERGL; which 558 2&— M AERR#IME & & M A), which

FEAXHI /& something she thought was interesting .

.Levi’s jeans (F4E4-F) Bk AR E P& E AR M AL —. 1853 FEMANFFEMA Levi

Strauss (=4 « 55 ) AL BEBUS BOMAIRAE M T —HARIE. A BRE MO,
S IAE LS TN . XFAEF i T AR B A SE i B RS2l T2, FHERMIFT
—RKETVENAT TR AT, HLLACKABT “Levis” 1E A, Levi's (E4ERT) ik
it R TT

. She then began to talk about where they had been to shop, how she picked out the shoes and how

horrible it was trying more than 10 different jeans.
fJF ' “where they had been to shop” , “how she picked out the shoes” 1 “how horrible it was
trying more than 10 different jeans” #[J& talk about [ i .

. Once or twice I do feel sad to have been born into such an average family, and from time to time,

dream of being Paris Hilton in my next life.

FF R do FZER T HUESRIRIEN, InamiB <, WEEBIERD R, #st.



5. If they charged me for the blood that my mom lost when giving birth to me or the caring I received

when I got hurt or fell ill, I would go bankrupt immediately.
A TR ERE SIS, AR E ST LR BN, ATRNESR: K4 I +
2, FEA) would +3hiA R AL .

Post-reading Exercises

Reading Comprehension

I. Directions: Answer the following questions according to the text.

1) How did the author and her friends often find Cathy’s talking about shopping?
2) What wﬁé the au;hor’s au{mde towards Ca;hy’s ex;:iting talking this time?

3) How did tﬁe author feel ;\;henever she spént too n;uch mon;y?

4) What did the author’s family often go shopping for when she was young?

5) How did the author feel the love from her father?

6) How often did the author write home?

2. Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Write “T" for True and “F"

/(l/' /'WLI/\'t’

1) Cathy was born into a rich family and she had a very generous mother.

2) The author has never envied Cathy because she doesn’t like beautiful clothes.
3) The author was very happy because her parents often chatted with her.

4) The author’s parents never bought any expensive imported stuff for her.

5) The author seldom wrote home because she could communicate electronically.

6) According to the author, material things can last very long.

Vocabulary

1. Directions: Each of the following sentences is incomplete and followed by four choices. Choose the

ONE that best completes the sentence.

1)Itis that an accidental meeting makes a lifelong friendship.
A) amazing B) disturbing C) encouraging D) attracting




2) My teacher was in her praise of any of my progress.
A) active B) generous C) different D) general
3) They went out to collect the for their report.
A) staff B) situation C) stuff D) surroundings
4) I don’t know the restaurant, but it’s to be quite a good one.
A) said B) told C) spoken D) talked
5) You are your time trying to persuade him; he’ll never help us.
A) spending B) missing C) losing D) wasting
6) This is really an expensive bag. The shop me 5,000 yuan.
A) costs B) charges C) spends D) pays
7) As he was in the city, he often looks forward to a totally different country life.
A) brought up B) taken up C) got up D) kept up
8) He suddenly that he had left his umbrella on the train.
A) released B) realized C) refused D) repeated

2. Directions: Use the appropriate forms o

1) interest

A) Mary told me Harry Porter was the most book she had ever read.
B) He developed an in art when he was ten.
C) I had always been in history.
2) excite
A) All the children were very when they knew that they were going to see a film that
afternoon.

B) Professor Black’s lectures were very popular among students because they were always very

C) Her cheeks were flushed with when her boyfriend proposed (3K 4¥) to her in public.

3) end
A) The second chapter with a case study.
B) At the of the year many people want to have a review of what they have done in

the whole year.
C) The ocean is seriously polluted for you can find ocean wastes there.
4) amaze

A) Hearing the news, she stood there, shaking her head in

B) Wow! What an cake you’ve made!
C) He was at how modern everything was in his hometown when he came back
from abroad.
5) guilt

A) The police has difficulty in finding enough evidence to prove the prisoner’s

e




