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: As the saying goes, “If an old dog barks, he gives
counsel. ” A
| Old men, who walk more roads, eat more rice,
. read more books, have more experiences, enjoy more 3
happiness, and endure more sufferings, are experi-

~ enced and knowledgeable, with rich life experience.
« Thus, what they say is mostly wise counsel, and young

people should listen to them.
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The Spring and Autumn (770-476 BC) and Warring

States (475221 BC) periods of Chinese history were a
golden age for ancient Chinese thought. In those peri-
ods, various schools of thought, together with many sa-

ges whose names bore the honorific suffix “Zi,” e-

merged and contended, including the Taoist school,
Confucian school, Mohist school, school of Logicians,
Legalist school, Military school and Yin-Yang school.

Numerous and well known, these schools of thought

were as brilliant as the Milky Way.

Later representatives of these schools of thought
flocked to the Jixia Academy of the State of Qi. Duke
Xuan of Qi was an enlightened ruler, famous for making
an ugly but brilliant woman his wife. The duke provided
board and lodging, as well as government subsidies for

experts and scholars coming to give lectures, and never

inquired about their backgrounds. For those willing to

hold official positions, the duke appointed them guest

officials, built mansions for them and paid them high sal-
aries. Those unwilling to take up official posts were kept

on as advisors. This was an era when “one hundred

schools of thought contended and a hundred flowers

blossomed. ” The scholars debated in forums, and

wrote books to expound their doctrines: Some preached
benevolence; some, righteousness; some, inaction;

some, absolute freedom; some, aversion to offensive -

war; some, attack by stratagem; some, the goodness
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of man’s nature; some, the evil nature of man. Some
said that relatives were not reiatives; some said that
horses were not horses; some urged the importance of

knowing oneself and one’s enemy; some said that be-

nevolence knew no enemy .... And they left behind
many splendid classic works of scholarship.

Unfortunately, this situation did not last long. When

Qin Shihuang (reigned 221-210 BC) united all the states
of China, and ruled as the First Emperor, his prime min-
ister, Li Si, ordered that all books except those on medi-
cine, fortune telling and tree planting be burned. So, all

poetry collections and the classics of the various schools :
of thought were destroyed. Emperor Wu ( reigned

140-83BC) of the Western Han Dynasty made Confu-
cianism the orthodox doctrine of the state, while other
schools of thought, including the Taoist and Legalist
schools, were deemed heretical.

These other schools, however, managed to sur-
vive, and an abundance of their classical works have
been handed down to us. These classical works contain
many wise sayings and profound insights into philosoph-

ical theory which are still worthy of study today. We
have compiled these nuggets of wisdom uttered by old

men of the various ancient schools of thought into this
series Wise Men Talking, and added explanatory notes
and English translation for the benefit of both Chinese
and overseas readers fond of traditional Chinese cul-
ture.
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Xun Zi’'s given name was Kuang, and the name of
courtesy, Qing. Xun zi was a native of the State of Zhao
during the late Warring States Period (475 -221BC). He
was a pioneering thinker, statesman, and writer.
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HARHE, A TFEEEW (2)
Pleasures are born in properly governed states.

ARREEZE, BLABTH (4)
A journey of one thousand miles requires every step of the journey.

ANHE, RFEEZ (6]
Not having heard is not as good as having heard.

AHIE], ASEEN]2E (8]
Ask when something is beyond one’s knowledge ; study when

something is beyond one’s ability.

MrEREE, BF/NMA—t (10)
In nature and intelligence, neither the gentleman nor the petty

man is superior to the other.



BREAE &, FRAHZFW (12]
A wise governor knows well how to convince his people.

JIIHIER T > (14)
Deep water invites fishes and turtles.

EAF EA, ET-WET (16)
Tao lives and the country exists. Tao dies and the country

disappears.

BEIER, AMIAZE (18)
Near as a destination is, one cannot reach it without the exertion

of traveling.

B, JEXRZIE, JEHZE, AZiEW (20)
The Tao of the sage kings is neither the Tao of Heaven nor the

Tao of Earth.

TEFRNL, DL FRig (22)
One should possess virtues proportional to one’s position . . .

One’s position must be deserving of its payment.

PR Pz UL 1k (24)
(Good governance should guarantee that) those with virtue are

promoted and flatterers are dismissed.



FLisEE, 5 At (26)
Those who want to win a victory must depend on the people.

FUEFAZ BT (28)

The rise of evils and vices is rooted in . ..

FUNA Fr—[A] (30]

People all share common traits.

MR, w4, £ FER (32]
The wholehearted support of the people is essential for the command

of an army in wartime.

AR H, HUide (34)

Those who justifiably criticize me are my teachers.

KBIRF, BEAXTF (36]
To be crowned as the emperor and hold a whole country’s wealth . ..

KAHFT, ArIesl (38)
In fathering an outspoken son, one will not breach etiquette.

N, fRAERE (40]
Impartiality breeds clarity and partiality obscurity.



mZ¥EERC, SZEEHERNA (42]
A gentleman studies for self cultivation; a petty man studies for

self aggrandizement.

EfE, WIEARHE; EHZ, WIIHER (44)
When a state is threatened, no monarch can be at ease; when

a state is at peace, its citizens will be without suffering.

EJotL, WIASIE (46)
Without etiquette there can be no orderly country.

ARG, KUFET%E (48)
Pile up the earth to make a mountain, which is conducive to the

formation of the wind and rain.

PR R LU (50)
Protective armors and sharp weapons alone cannot guarantee the

defeat of enemy.

L3, gL B FEH (52)
Seeing goodness, one should examine oneself and emulate such

goodness.

BANE, ZERME (54)
For a monarch, love for one’s people will build a stable state.



BNEWL, WEEFBEZRRE (56)

If the monarch wants a turmoil free state, then nothing is more

important than ruling with fairness and caring for the people.

BT Ro5 ALK, S7EMAE (58)
In poverty, a gentleman will not lose his integrity; exhausted,

he will be still committed to his work.

BT HhEAE, REEWYS (60)
A gentleman will be ashamed of not cultivating himself, instead

of feeling humiliated by others’ insults.

HFR=ANZE, Az %E (62)
A gentleman will promote others’ good deeds and compliment

others’ merits.

BTHATES, HAW L6 (64)
A gentleman should not listen to licentious music, or stare at

attractive beauties.

BT EOHES, st (66)
If a gentleman wants to settle down, he will certainly choose a
good neighborhood in which to do so; if he is on a journey, he

will surely stay close to men of insight and virtue.

BT IRmMAE, FERmAZ (68)
A gentleman has poise but will not indulge in idieness; he is



impartial and fair but will not allow justice to inflict unwarranted

harm upon others.

BFREAAT 5, AEEfEALSCE (70)
A gentleman has virtue and abilities worthy of appreciation, but

he cannot claim others’ recognition.

Br#ssmas, asmisds (72)
In poverty, a gentleman will not be deprived of vision and an open

mind; with wealth and power, he will remain polite and courteous.

BB mEEASE, MMmBEER (74)
Virtuous and able, a gentleman is able to tolerate the less able;

intelligent, he is able to tolerate the less enlightened.

HIATARAHME, HASAEE (76)
Even if an unseemly action requires skill and ability, gentlemen

will not value it;even if an indecorous doctrine contains insight,

gentlemen will not appreciate it.

BT IR0, ZET (78)
As to a gentleman’s self cultivation, nothing outweighs his

sincerity and truthfulness.

BT&Y, MAZTY (80)
A gentleman makes use of worldly objects, while a petty man is

burdened by them.



H 1Ly FmxES (82)
A gentleman is approachable but not easy to behave towards in
an indecorously familiar way.

IARES, EAELD (84)
(Man’s) strength cannot match that of the ox and a man cannot
outrun a horse.

RARA /KB (86)

A good peasant will not lay farming aside because of flood or
drought.

WALIEFREER, #iw kT (88)
A rolling pellet stops in a depression; a rumor will be dispelled
by a wise person.

iz e, WFE-F A28 (90)

If the carriage horses are frightened, gentlemen in the carriage
cannot ride safely.

BH 3= v Bt RE 4R L% (92)
A wise monarch respects the noble and entrusts the able, and hence
can share their achievements.



BHEARMAUESEAETE (94)
A wise monarch may bestow gold and jewelry in private . . .

AR A2 48 N B, 4 5U0Ap DU F1) (96 )
A timber can be made straight using the ink mark left by an unbent

line; metal instruments can be made sharp through whetting.

HAREM M MMEE, HANGEM WM (98)
Eyes do not see clearly when trying to focus on two points; ears

do not hear clearly if tuned to two sounds.

BEX— A, X FHEC (100)
If a worthy person is appointed to office, the state will be ruled

properly.

EAME, ANEKRIE (102)
I fleabane grows up in the midst of straight hemp, it will stand

erect without support.

sRATIT A, WIERAEESL (104)
Encourage farming and frugality, and Heaven will spare people

from poverty.



ZHEFZBL, SFRTHZAE (106)
Lower the agriculture tax, and exempt the trading tax.

ANAETmMAAK (108)
Men are born with desires.

ATCik ks (110]
Without laws and rules, people will behave arrogantly.

ATExL, WA (112)
Those who ignore etiquette will not survive.

AZE, BHAA% (114)
It is common for people to want to have meat for food.

1= XFEAT, WRZARM (116)
Beneficence and morality is the path to long-lasting peace.

- ANZE, FrfEEss, Priddie (118)
The army headed by a benevolent and righteous person will make

where it stays a well-governed place and influence all other places

it traverses.

RBZ KRSy, TfE. FlEZFEMA (120)
‘The fundamental difference between honor and disgrace lies in

people’s attitudes towards danger and interest.



