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Students' Book Life and Fashion

GETTING KEaDy

Fre-clees

Search the Internet for the following household terms. Discuss with examples to illustrate
your point of view. Could you add other categories? Try it!
* Natural Resources — the charm of green energy ( A A% R . ZEALB KLY )
+ Housing Property — the struggle of the young generation (% 5 X . F&—X5#%30)
* Asian Giants — China is in the way ( E M R =4 . PHE%#E)
+ IT Industry — the spring of the mobile phone (ITZ . FMe&EX )
* Financial Crisis — the shadow of oil (& & /Eh: HHMAF)
* President Obama — American idol ( 22 3 ¥ 4. £ EH181%)
*+ Economic Phenomenon — dollar vs RMB ( 2% %. £ L AR T )
* Whale Culture — cockroaches of the sea start big waves (#x& X{t: —G#A T ER)
* Web 2.0 — super girl generation ( M#2.0.: & F8Lth—4K )
* Genetic Engineering — human beings fall into a dilemma ( 2 B T42. A XA HESLW, )

1. This unit focuses on the topic of life and fashion. Before you start, think carefully about
the following questions:
© What is life concerned with?
© What is fashion?
O Is “life” just defined as the way we live?

O Is “fashion” just about the way we dress?

(sz
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@ GETTING READY

TEACHING STEPS

1. In this unit, the students listen to people talking about life and fashion. In Pre-class, they learn
and practice vocabulary and expressions to talk about topics associated with life and fashion. In the
listening tasks, the students practice listening for the main idea, details and inferences as they hear
people talk about the pros and cons of the issue. They also learn cultural information.

2. Give the students time to think about the pictures. Divide the class into pairs to complete the lead-
in exercise. Circulate while the students are working to monitor their progress and offer help as
necessary.

3. To warm up, ask for volunteers to say what would be the possible meaning of each picture.

CULTURAL NOTES

1. The Shadow of 0il

What happens when oil wells start producing less o0il? This is a question being asked at the highest
levels of government all over the world every day.

The oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico propelled global concern for the topic. It may not be
headline news any more, but gas prices surely are. It would be natural to assume that an ever-
increasing price reflects ever greater scarcity. And so it does, in a sense. Booming bits of the world,
such as China, India and the Middle East, have seen demand for oil grow with their economies.
Meanwhile, Western oil firms are struggling to produce any more of the stuff than they did two or
three years ago. That has left little spare production capacity and at least, dwindling stocks. Every
time a tempest brews in the Gulf of Mexico or dark clouds appear on the political horizon in the
Middle East, jittery markets have pushed prices higher.

No wonder that the phrase “peak oil” has been gaining ground even
faster than the oil price. With each extra dollar, the conviction grows that
the planet has been wrung dry and will never be able to satisfy the thirst of .

a busy world.

T 2a
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2. Housing Is in the Way

The housing issue has been controversial for many years. There is a bubble over the house prices,
and this bubble debate continues. This is what Laurier Penny felt:

“Living in shitholes for a while has always been part of the adventure of being young and fancy-
free but, today, more and more of us find ourselves unable to progress from that stage to the point
where we can afford central heating and a bed that’s not made out of packing crates.

As the recession has clamped down on our futures, many of us are failing to make the transition
to real adulthood, in a world where maturity and respectable citizenship are defined more than
ever by property ownership. The quarter of young adults who still live with their parents learn to
internalize the special contempt that British culture reserves for those who can’t afford their own
space.

For the rich and the middle-aged, property remains a commodity fetish:
a house is an asset, a tool for wealth-creation, not a home. Every human
being needs a safe place to live, but the orthodoxy of late capitalism insists

that basic human needs such as shelter and a measure of autonomy are

commodities to be bought and bartered.”

3. Fashion

LIFE. ~

Look at the picture, it captures the very moment when Indonesians fled
the danger zone around the Merapi volcano on November 1. The volcano, the
country’s most active, spewed mammoth clouds of gas and ash, claiming dozens

of lives and leaving thousands homeless.

4. Tiny Dancer

Have you seen this picture before?

Yao Qifeng,10-year-old, practices ballet with her father’s help at a small plaza in Chengdu,
southwestern China. :

On a square in front of Daci Temple in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China, a girl pirouettes and
twirls under a dim streetlight, oblivious to the passers-by who stop to watch her, open-mouthed.
Since April 2009, Yao Qifeng has been making the daily, post-dinner trip to the square to practice
her ballet moves, accompanied by her father. Yao’s story, highlighted recently by the Chengdu-
based West China City Newspaper, has touched millions of Chinese readers via the Internet. Many
organizations, as well as individuals, have responded with offers of help.

When she was 7, Yao would often go to Chengdu Arts’ Center, peering through the windows to

see her classmates learning ballet.
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“I really envied them, but I never told my parents because one term is too
expensive for my family,” Yao recalls. But her parents could read her thoughts.

Finally, in 2008, after scraping together every penny they had saved, they sent Yao

to her long-cherished dance class.
5. Cellphone : Make Your Own Fashion
Cellphones have become more of a necessity and an extension of your personal
style. Cellphones are now considered a statement of your individuality, personality

and even a status symbol. People used to show off their cellphones to the world to gain

attention or just to show that they have not been left behind and are in fashion.

6. Stock Market

People hear about the stock market every day. Each time the stock market hits a high, or a low.
Daily statements are also issued about the activities of the stock market and its relevant economic
implications. But what really is a stock market? What are stocks? And why is it that people want to
do stock market investments?

The stock market is the marketplace where the trading of company stocks happen. These stocks
may either be the securities which are listed on the stock exchange or those which are traded in a
private manner. Stock market investments allow companies and private
individuals to get a share of ownership in large corporations. It is also a
way of gathering large sums of investment capital, which is difficult to
produce if the business is solely-owned. The large capital then comes

from the stock market investments.

7. Super Girl
So there’s this show which the Chinese abbreviate to #2 % and most people

= call “Super Girl” in English. The show is a lot like American idol. It has been
immensely popular all over China. Viewers can vote for their favorites by text
messaging with their cellphones. A huge proportion of China’s TV-watching
masses have tuned in.

The second season of Super Girl aired from March 19 to August 26, 2005,
when the announcement of Li Yuchun as the season’s grand champion came under
scrutiny as she had been leading voting results. Despite heavy criticism that arose
during the competition season, the three 2005 finalists have been considered the

most successful singers from the entire show.

T 2¢
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8. Fashion
Fashion is a general term for a currently popular style or practice, especially in clothing, footwear
or accessories. “Fashion” refers to anything that is the current trend in a look and dress up of a
person. The more technical term, “costume”, has become so linked in the public eye
with the term “fashion” that the more general term “costume” has in popular use mostly
been relegated to special uses like fancy dress or masquerade wear, while the term

“fashion” means clothing generally, and the study of it. For a broad cross-cultural look

at clothing and its place in society, refer to the entries for clothing, costume and fabrics.

9. Human Cloning — Theoretically Possible?
Dolly, named after US country music star Dolly Parton, bleated and wandered

around her pen for the photographers who had come from around the world to see her

for themselves. The obviously healthy sheep nuzzled the journalists with her typically
sheep-like pink nose.

The Roslin Institute’s Dr Ian Wilmut, who pioneered the technique that cloned
Dolly from a single mammary cell from an adult sheep, said that while human cloning
is theoretically possible, he saw no reason to do so. “We would all find it ethically
completely unacceptable and would not do it,” Wilmut said. Instead, he said, the focus
should be on the potential benefits of the new procedure.

“I would be concerned... that we don’t throw away the baby with the bath water
and miss these opportunities because we are trying to prohibit things we don’t like,”
he said.

“Nuclear weapons are much more dangerous than this,” Wilmut said. Still, others
say the scientists are tampering with the very essence of humanity. Richard Nicholson
of the Bulletin of Medical Ethics said the process may well be “sowing the seeds of
our destruction”.

But the work at Roslin, Colman said, was aimed at producing medicine.

10. Animals Are Trained to Perform Tricks
A sea lion “smiles” during a show at Kamogawa Sea World. Many zoos train

animals to perform tricks as if they were in a circus.

Performing sea lions, birds and elephants can be seen at many UK zoos.

Some training of elephants has been done using electric goads. CAPS infiltrated a training
session held at Blackpool Zoo in 1998 and filmed elephants being trained to lift their feet and head,
hold sticks in their mouths by being jabbed with elephant hooks in the shoulder and head.

T2d



