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Face to Face with Hurricane Camille
Joseph P. Blank

| Background Knowledge (E&1r48)

4. Hurricane (FRX)

A hurricane is a tropical storm in which winds attain speeds greater than 75 miles per hour (about 121 kin/h).
The term is often restricted to those storms occurring over the North Atlantic Ocean. Incipient hurricanes usually
form over the tropical North Atlantic Ocean and mature as they drift westward. Hurricanes also occasionally form
off the west coast of Mexico and move northeastward from that area. An average of 3.5 tropical storms per year
eventually matures into hurricanes along the east coast of North America, usually over the Caribbean Sea or the
Gulf of Mexico. Maximum sustained winds in the strongest hurricane have been estimated at about 195 miles per
hour (about 314 km/h).

Similar storms occurring over the West Pacific Ocean and the South China Sea are called typhoons and those
over the Indian Ocean are called tropical cyclones.

2. Hurricane Camille (BRE, “FX/R")

Hurricane Camille hit Mississippi and Louisiana for two days, August 17-18, in 1969. It was the strongest
tropical cyclone during the 1969 Atlantic hurricane season, the strongest landfalling tropical cyclone recorded
worldwide, and one of the only four tropical cyclones worldwide ever to achieve wind speeds of 190 miles per
hour (about 306 km/h). Camille killed 258 people.

3. Hurricane Betsy (R “I13F")

The hurricane lashed Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana in 1965 during September 7-10. It was a Category
4 hurricane of the 1965 Atlantic hurricane season which caused enormous damage in the Bahamas, Florida and
Louisiana. Betsy made its most intense landfall near the mouth of the Mississippi River, where it destroyed almost
every building, causing the deaths of 74 people.

4. Hurricane Names (RXEYZFR)

Names have been given to Atlantic hurricanes for a few hundred years. Hurricanes in the West Indies were
often named after the particular saint’s day on which the hurricane occurred. In the early days of meteorology in
the United States storms were named with a latitude/longitude designation representing the location where the
storm originated. These names were difficult to remember, difficult to communicate and subject to errors. During

the Second World War military meteorologists working in the Pacific began to use women'’s names for storms.

1
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That naming method made communication so easy that it was adopted by the US National Weather Service in
1953. Meteorologists for the Atlantic Ocean began using men’s names in 1979. Today, there are six lists of both
women’s and men’s names in alphabetical order used for hurricanes. These lists rotate, one each year; the list of
this year’s names will not be reused for six years. The name of a devastating storm is taken off the list and another

name is added to replace it.

5. the Salvation Army (#itt=)
The Salvation Army is a Protestant religious body known for its extensive philanthropy and charity work.

It is an international movement that has its international headquarters (IHQ) in London and currently works in
more than one hundred countries and areas. It was founded in London by William Booth, with the assistance of
his wife Catherine Booth. The movement was originally known as the East London Revival Society, soon renamed
the Christian Mission, and finally in 1878 designated the Salvation Army, a military form of organization, with
uniforms and other distinctive features. The army operates hospitals, community centers, alcohol and drug
rehabilitation programs, emergency and disaster services, social work centers and recreation facilities. Support of
the vast undertakings in all parts of the world depends upon voluntary contributions and profits from the sale of
publications.

6. the Red Cross (413%£)

The full name is International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, an international organization for
the alleviation of human suffering and the promotion of public health. Jean Henry Dunant (1828-1910), a Swiss
citizen, urged the formation of voluntary aid societies for relief of war victims. In 1864, delegates from 16 nations
met in Switzerland and signed the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the Amelioration of the Condition of the
Wounded and Sick of Armies in the Field. It provided for the neutrality of the personnel of the medical services
of armed forces, the humane treatment of the wounded, the neutrality of civilians who voluntarily assisted them,
and the use of an international emblem to mark medical personnel and supplies. In honor of Dunant’s nationality
a red cross on a white background—the Swiss flag with colors reversed—was chosen as the symbol, which is
replaced by a red crescent in Islamic areas. The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement consists of three parts: the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
and National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

Il Language Points (iESE&%)

1. Glossary (ifiCiC4)

Para. 1

hurricane » [C] a storm that has very strong fast winds and that moves over water f§JX|

pummel v [T]to hit someone or something many times quickly, especially with one’s fists R Z &7, (48] H
XU HIAT

endanger v [T] to put someone or something in danger of being hurt, damaged, or destroyed 4L T far 5%

Para. 2

course 7 [C, usually singular] an action or series of actions that you could take in order to deal with a particular

situation [ {EERHEMEG 1 1737 X, AAEFK
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Para. 3

demolish v [T}] to completely destroy a building $75%, ks [ BHY ]

Para. 4

batten v batten down the hatches to prepare yourself for a period of difficulty or trouble YE3F#E & 1 X H 3%

Para. 5

methodically a4y ordetly, systematically Bk FF 34310, A 2c3EAL

main » [C] a large pipe or wire carrying supply of water, electricity, or gas [#/k, HEESH ] BEE, T4&
iR

Para. 7

scud v [1, always + adv/prep] literary if clouds scud over the sky , they move quickly [3(] [ ZHEZFH ] K

Para. 8 ‘

overwhelming a4 having such a great effect on you that you feel confused and do not know how to react ¥ AHL
EH, S ARHFTHIE

disintegrate v [I, T] to break up, or make something break up, into very small pieces () %R, () 43,
(fF) Mk

Para. 9

fling v [T, always +adv/prep] fling something open: to open a door or window roughly , using a lot of force % /J
BFI(H]

douse v [T] to stop a fire from burning by pouring water on it $K [ ‘X |

Para. 11

brigade 7 [C] a group of people who are organized to do something [ AR S M HZE R ] BA

Para. 12

scramble » (I, always + adv/prep] to climb up, down, or over something quickly and with difficulty, especially
using your hands to help you [ R itz 7k 1 e, %%

litter 7 [C] a group of baby animals that a mother gives birth to at the same time [ [F] i} 4 ) 1 —55 [ /a4 ]

Para. 13 '

shudder v [I] to shake for a short time because you are afraid or cold, or because you think something is very
unpleasant [ F7MR, R HUNFEFLS AR T8, W

collapse v [1] if a building, wall etc. collapses, it falls down suddenly, usually because it is weak or damaged 8|3,
B\T

Para. 14

clutch v [T] to hold something tightly because you do not want to lose it S48, $%

Para. 17

crushing 44/ [usually before noun] very hard to deal with, and making you lose hope and confidence {2 & #J;
AMEARSZ /)

ferocity # [U] the state of being very violent and severe X| 8, £

Para. 18

swipe 1 [C] when you hit or try to hit someone or something by swinging your arm very quickly [ ¥/ ] Hi,
i .

crumble v [1] if something, especially something made of stone or rock, is crumbling, small pieces are breaking off
it R, R

maroon v [T, usually passive]to be left in a place where there are no other people and where you cannot escape [ 7E
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Para. 19

devastate v [T] to damage something very badly or completely BRI, HEHT, #HR

swath # [C] a long thin area of something, especially land & £ TE#IX [ Jt35 1 #b |

mooring # [C] the ropes, chains, ahchors etc. used to fasten a ship or boat to the land or the bottom of the sea [ i
R RBAR, #ERE

beach v [T] to pull a boat onto the shore away from the water 8 [ #} ] #E_L &

Para. 20

virtually adv almost SLF7 I, JLF =practically

vantage # [C] a good position from which you can see something [ BEXREE E#) 1 A

perish v [I] formal or literary to die, especially in a terrible or sudden way [IERE(3CY FEL [ LAEBFEE
W3]

Para. 21

huddle v [1, T] if a group of people huddle together, they stay very close to each other, especially because they are
cold or frightened [ JLFH SEX SR | Bt —H

slash v [I, T always + adv/prep] to cut or try to cut something violently with a knife, sword etc. [ [ 7], &% 1%&
Hl, B

implore v [I, T] formal to ask for something in an emotional way [IE:{] B>k, F3k

bar 7 [C] a group of notes and rests, separated from other groups by vertical lines, into which a line of written

music is divided [ kil &) ] /™

Para. 22 :

debris  [U] the pieces of something that are left after it has been destroyed in an accident, or explosion etc. BEF7;
BB

sanctuary 7 [C, U] a peaceful place that is safe and provides protection, especially for people who are in danger ##
MERT, JERT

Para. 24

extinguish v [T] formal to make a fire or light stop burning or shining [IEZ] 8K [ kK5t ]

waver v [I] to move gently in several different directions &5, #&iE

topple v [I, T] to become unsteady and then fall over, or to make something do this ({i#f ) 5|35

Para. 25

lean-to # [C] a small roughly-made building that is built against the side of a larger building [ &5 & KB AW ET
B BTN

Para. 26

sprawl v (1, always +adv/prep] to lie or sit with your arms or legs stretched out in a lazy or careless way [ #i7EEFHE |
R B (5AR) &

tilt » {1, T] to move or make something move into a position where one side is higher than the other ({f ) {fif}#
%3

cower v [I] to bend low or move back because you are frightened 848, B4

hinge » [T, usually passive]to attach something, using a hinge £3-+-++ Iegyak

Para. 27

diminish » (I, T] to become or make something smaller or less ({#) />, () B/

recede v [I] if water recedes, it moves back from an area that it was covering (7K) BZ%
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Para. 28

strew v [T, usually passive] to scatter things around a large area {, A%

festoon v [T, usually passive]to cover something with flowers , long pieces of material etc., especially for decoration
GHT, B B

spaghetti 7 [U] a type of pasta in very long thin pieces, that is cooked in boiling water &k Ff

Para. 30

staffer  [C] AmE someone who is paid to work for an organization [£) EF; HRA

Para. 32

rake v [T] to point something such as a gun, camera, or strong light, and keep moving across an area [ F#,
FYLEGRIE | 25

rampage v [I]to rush about in groups, acting in a wild or violent way i rh F &

Para. 35

wreckage » [singular, U] the parts of something such as a plane, ship, or building that are left after it has been
destroyed in an accident [ KA1, AFELEHPBEEH ) B

salvage v [T]to save something from an accident or bad situation in which other things have already been
damaged, destroyed, or lost [ \Z & SUBBE RO TE & | R (9 ]

wrath # (U] formal extreme anger [IF =] #1%%, HR

Para. 36

afflict v [T) formal to affect someone or something in an unpleasant way, and make them suffer [IEZ] &3,
I

2. Useful Expressions (SCHRIA)

1) reason out (Para. 2): to find an explanation of or a solution to a problem (FEii#EH) ik
e.g. The expert reasoned out a solution to the problem. X {3 % F 4+ Hr W i gL AN I B I ik

2) ride out (Para. 4): if you ride out a difficult situation, you are not badly harmed by it ZREit (¥EX)
e.g. Most large companies should be able to ride out the recession. KZ$ KA TN B LR E T LG

HERH,

3) power failure (Para. 5): a period of time when there is no electricity supply B,
e.g. A power failure plunged the house into darkness. &f L. J5 FREA—F BEEZ #,

4) on the rising wind (Para. 6): by the increasingly strong wind & By #73R i K%

5) sit out the storm (Para. 6): stay where you are and do nothing till the end of the storm —E R 2| R X H
T
sit out: to stay till the end of (a performance etc.) ~EH R %] (EHE) 4%
e.g. Shewas prepared to sit out the years of Jack’s jail sentence. i/ %% AR ELAE B B /R TO TR BEREB .

6) storm-shattered panes (Para. 7) : sheets of window glass broken by the storm %% /i HFA9 BI#%
i

7) mount to a roar (Para. 7): the sound of the wind gets louder as the force of the wind increases JE X\ M3/
fat s

8) French doors (Para. 8): a pair of glass doors which open into a garden or a balcony J&Hb &

9) curl up (Para. 12): to move so that you are lying or sitting with your arms and legs close to your
body 44
e.g. Sarah was curled up on the sofa. FFHISSHEY X L.
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10) inch one’s way up (Para. 13): to move or cause to move slowly or by small degrees 1818% 3, ¥
e.g. inched my way up along the ground. 2 183 #h 48 2% W] 51 #f 51 .
11) on the verge of (Para. 14): to be at the point where something is about to happen #i T, #
e.g. Jess seemed on the verge of tears. R Z{UFEHMERT,
12) in one mighty swipe (Para. 18): in one big, hard sweeping blow HRE HEf;
13) vantage point (Para. 20): a good position from which you can see something 5 F|{s/ &
e.g. From my vantage point on the hill, I could see the whole procession. A BRTELL_FHH FI G B W]
PAE BB AT AL,
14) trail away (Para. 21): if someone’s voice trails away or trails off, it becomes gradually quieter and then
stops [ LA & | B55
e.g. She trailed away, silenced by the look Kris gave her. {1 & 3| 7 BT IR, RiEF S LE
BREN,
15) give way (Para. 26): to collapse 1§
e.g. The bridge gave way under the heavy load. #ff 2 FRBELEM AR T,
16) break up (Para. 32): (of clouds) to disperse (&%) H#L
17) pitch in (Para. 33): to join others and help with an activity LA, &5
e.g. If weall pitch in, we’ll have it finished in no time. I TA R —EEHIE, BHREAIAERT .

3. Study of Key Words and Expressions (ifiC33 &38)

1) lash: » [T]if the wind, sea etc. lashes something it hits it with violent force %7
HILEAL: lash against/down/across JE i, #AF] The wind lashed violently against the door. K&
FIHIRFTE K], lashout (at) iEFUIFd7, ST He lashed out at the opposition’s policies. {1 fH ZUHBFF
i HRABR . lash back [tk He lashed back at those who accused him of corruption. X}t
RISME AT T i,

2) trail: v [1, T] to pull something behind you, especially along the ground, or to be pulled in this way
#i,
HILHSAL: trail something in/across/through i, i, H¥ESSTE He was leaning out of the boat trailing
his hand through the water. il S {AIEH IS, —RFEFE/K+HH#E . trail behind/around (87 F b
E Susie trailed along behind her parents. HIFBHTHELEXLH TG, trail away/off (B35 ) FHTEE
/N5 Her voice trailed away to a whisper. BRI & @8R8/, BT HE.

3) Word Choice ( id]i5 3T ): throw/fling/toss
throw: to make an object such as a ball move quickly through the air by pushing your hand forward
quickly and letting the object go 8RB NG I I H & He threw a stone at a car. EIEEH T —
a3k,
fling: to throw something somewhere using a lot of force #74 A 1l K, WRZE, HA[{EHTZ
BRE XA MshfEdkIE, HEF She flung back the covers and got up. —IKBEF, ETIK.
toss: to throw something, especially something light, with a quick gentle movement of your hand £ 1§
BRYRR, BRERBEREEICB IR She tossed the letter into the fire. IEEYIHE T KB,

4. Sentences to Be Memorized (§IRiEH)

1) We're elevated 23 feet. (Para. 3)
RARELAXIER FIBR 23 KR,
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2) We'’re a good 250 yards from the sea. (Para. 3)
RAKERIER LR 2505,

3) We can batten down and ride it out. (Para. 4)
AT AT D EHES, CARBEIXKAR,

4) The children went from adult to adult like buckets in a fire brigade. (Para. 11)

TR KRR AR AT ERKB0E T %,
5) The wind sounded like the roar of a train passing a few yards away. (Para. 13)

XM 5 PR TS 5 — R R B KBRS,
6) The hurricane, in one mighty swipe, lifted the entire roof off the house and skimmed it 40 feet through
the air, (Para. 18)
—ER AR E TR T =P, FHID T 40XR 25,
7) Pop Koshak raged silently, frustrated at not being able to do anything to fight Camille. (Para. 24)
PR EECETANK, FHE ORI A TCREN B e, _
8) Strips of clothing festooned the standing trees, and blown-down power lines coiled like black spaghetti
over t.he roads. (Para. 28)
ARBPERE B L REH AW BN R RKIR, KB ERERABNERFER—
BB — B R R '
9) Each salvage item represented a little victory over the wrath of the storm. (Para. 35)
B RBEBINH R AR AT R KA — VIR
10) But the blues did occasionally afflict all the adults. (Para. 36)
R, BEABRESRIEHEE.
11) Let’s not cry about what’s gone. We'll just start all over. (Para. 37)
HEEW, HEHWEER. —UIEEFRFRIE,
12) We lost practically all our possessions, but the family came through it. (Para. 39)
EME ML LREAFAR, A—FKALE|IET TR,

Il Text Analysis (=N

1. Theme of the Text (XT¥RIFTHE)

The essay is to stress the importance of life in face of the greatly destructive and irresistible natural disaster—
the hurricane, and the possibility of a little triumph out of persistence when humans care for each other and strive

together in crisis.

2. Structure of the Text (ZEERJEETE)

Part I: Paras. 1-6

It tells the time and place of the invasion of the hurricane, characters in face of the natural disaster, and the
relevant background.

Part II: Paras. 7-27

It depicts in detail the whole process in which people encounter the hurricane face to face helplessly but still
persistently. On the one hand, the author delineates the details of how the characters fight hard with the hurricane;
on the other hand, he inserts into the part the tremendous loss of life and property that the hurricane brings to the
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whole region.

Part III: Paras. 28-39

It narrates the irretrievable loss undergone and the hopeful confidence built upon the departure of the hurricane,
with the theme of the text revealed eventually—life is more important than anything else.

3. Text Appreciation (3rEHIEHT)

1) stylistics ({k#k)

This is a piece of narration. The narrated story includes an opening, development, climax and denouement,
and the text is unfolded according to this order and in a chronological sequence.

The opening of the story involves a series of actions taken and material and psychological preparations made
by the relevant inhabitants before the coming of the hurricane.

The development and climax of the story form the main body of the text. When narrating the process of
the characters encountering the hurricane, the author focuses mainly on how hard those people strained to keep
others and themselves alive, and how desperately helpless they felt every now and then, during which breath-
taking suspense was created until the climax of the story—the characters of the story remained alive.

The denouement of the story tells the tremendous loss of property, the mental scars left to people and even
the sad loss of life. As for the Koshaks, the safety and union of the family is their greatest comfort. This too points
out the theme of the text: Life is more valuable than everything.

2) Perspective (¥f3)

Third-person point of view is applied to make the narrator omniscient, which displays the panorama of
human beings fighting and struggling with natural disasters vividly and in detail.

3) Writing Skills (SEF:%)

Lexically, the effective use of many verbs, like lash, pummel, demolish, lap, swipe, skim, swath, snap, smash,
fling, shove, seize, crack, whip, is to embody vividly the ferocity of the hurricane.

Syntactically, elliptical sentences and short simple sentences in dialogues, like “Back to the house”, “Count the
children”, “Count nine”, “Everybody on the stairs”, are to indicate the increasingly heightened tension and sense of
danger and urgency.

Rhetorically, the vivid use of simile, metaphor and personification, like “The children went from adult to
adult like buckets in a fire brigade” (simile), “The wind sounded like the roar of a train passing a few yards away”
(simile), “Wind and rain now whipped the house” (metaphor, personification), is to demonstrate the images of
how fierce the invasion of the hurricane is and how hard people exert themselves against it.

IV Detailed Study of the Text (i£3;F8)

1. (Title) “Face to Face with Hurricane Camille”: Headings and titles are generally succinct. The aim is to
present the article, story, etc. as vividly and as forcefully as possible to attract the attention of would-be readers.
face to face: The phrase in this context means “confronting one another”. This phrase connotes a sense of
urgency and danger. The confrontation is generally with something dangerous, difficult or hard to resolve.
face to face / “HIXME. 5----XtH" WEE, EWHEHEER. EESGEAMEROAE, FH3E
SEOHER. 2XREATEN. HillBR “FRFE” MRESER “FRA" BAKERR
W “RRIRT
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e.g. face to face with the enemy/the tiger/the problem
. (Para. 1) John Koshak, Jr.: Jr. is the abbreviation of junior. This term is generally used in the United States
and is put after the name of a son to indicate he has the same first name as his father, as in Martin Luther
King, Jr. The term Sr. (senior) is sometimes put after the name of the father. This is done only with men’s
names. Sometimes people use Roman numeral II for the son with the same name, such as Barack Hussein
Obama IL. If the name continues into the third generation, Roman numeral III is used. This happens mainly,
but not exclusively, among big, rich, upper class families.
e.g. John Rockefeller I, John Rockefeller II, and John Rockefeller I
. (Para. 1) Radio and television warnings...Gulf of Mexico.: The National Hurricane Center of the National
Weather Service of the United States broadcast warnings of potential hurricanes.
1) warnings had sounded: Radio and television had broadcast warnings about the hurricane.
2) Gulf of Mexico: Most hurricanes in this area are formed over the Caribbean Sea and they move over the
Gulf of Mexico to strike the Gulf States of the United States—Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, etc.
. (Para. 1) It was certain to pummel Gulfport, Miss, where the Koshaks lived.:
1) Miss.: abbreviation for the state of Mississippi
2) the Koshaks: When an “s” is added to a surname and used with the definite article “the”, the term, then,
stands for the whole family.
e.g. the Koshaks: the Koshak family, all the Koshaks in the family
the Browns: the Brown family
the Lis: the Li family
. (Para. 1) ...nearly 150,000 people fled inland to safer.ground.: Nearly 150,000 people ran away to the
interior of the country (away from the coast) where they would be safer.
. (Para. 2) ...he talked with his father and mother, who had moved into the ten-room house with the
Koshaks a month earlier from Califonia.: John Koshak’s grandparents left California and came to Guifport
to live with their son, John Koshak, Jr. In Western countries children, when they grow up and start working,
generally live away from their parents. In old Chinese traditions, it was common for an extended family to
live together.
. (Para. 3) John, 37—whose business was right there in his home (he designed and developed educational
toys and supplies, and all of Magna Products’ correspondence, engineering drawings and art work were
there on the first floor)—was familiar with the power of a hurricane.
1) all of: every one, every bit of, every piece of. It is used with a plural verb.
2) Magna Products: name of the company owned and run by John Koshak Jr. S84/ 5], A% - FHj
TR —RAFMAIR, HERLFRET, FREFHAAMRE,
3) engineering drawings: diagrams and sketches for machines
4) art work: designs, models, pictures for the various toys
5) first floor: in the US, the ground floor; in Europe and Great Britain, the floor above this
. (Para.3) Koshak had moved his family to a motel for the night.:
motel: a blend or portmanteau word, formed by combining parts of [mo (torist) + (ho) tel]. My il 8
FRAPERYE, BIXMERARPMIRTHR, REETHERRER, REEN—HH,
e.g. boat + hotel = boatel JKAEFZ KIH
smoke + fog = smog A%
breakfast + lunch = brunch FEMABIHVE—FHE
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FN: psywar, medicare, telequiz, telecast, Oxbridge, sitcom, hi-fi, hi-tech 2
(Para. 3) “and we’re a good 250 yards from the sea.”: We're at least 250 yards distant from the sea.
a good: a general intensive, meaning “at least”, “full”
e.g. The interview was scheduled for 30 minutes, but it lasted a good three hours.
KB foot fl yard RXE AHERM KRN, HEHFHETS RIER29,
(Para. 4) “We can batten down and ride it out...”: a metaphor, comparing the house in a hurricane to a ship
fighting a storm at sea. We can make the necessary preparations and survive the hurricane without much
damage. We can batten down to prepare for any difficulty.
ride it out: to stay afloat during a storm without too much damage; to survive or outlast {a storm). JLAbFE
FiaR THRWHRERETE, FRXTREREERTPHM A, Batten down [RIEKFIEXBRKIE
HIRMMEMER D, DABTEEK, rideout MEBARMEE (EN, EREM) RiE, AZ2PH4M5,
FRFFP BEHRR.
(Para. 5) Since water mains might be damaged, they filled bathtubs and pails.: They were afraid the water
supply might be cut off so they filled the bathtubs and pails with water.
main: a principal pipe, conduit, or line in a distributing system for water, gas, electricity, etc.
(Para. 6) ...gray clouds scudded in from the Gulf on the rising wind.:
1) scudded in: driven inland by the wind
2) Gulf: the Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the northeast, north and northwest by the Gulf Coast of the
United States, on the southwest and south by Mexico, and on the southeast by Cuba
(Para. 7) As the wind mounted to a roar, the house began leaking, the rain seemingly driven right through
the walls.: _
mounted to a roar: The sound of the wind gets louder as the force of the wind increases.
(Para. 7) With mops, towels, pots and buckets the Koshaks began a struggle against the rapidly spreading
water.: The house was leaking very badly. The Koshaks had to use all the utensils they could lay their hands
on (mops, towels, pots, buckets) to hold the leaking water.
(Para. 7) At 8:30, power failed and Pop Koshak turned on the generator.:
1) power failed: Electricity was cut off.
2) Pop: (slang) father; also a familiar term of address to any elderly man
(Para. 8) The French doors in an upstairs room blew in with an explosive sound, and the group heard gun-
like reports as other upstairs windows disintegrated.:
1) blew in: burst open by the storm, the two adjoining doors (of the French doors) flew inwards
2) gun-like reports: loud explosive noises like guns being fired
report: a loud, resounding noise, especially one made by an explosion
3) windows disintegrated: Windows broke into pieces. )
(Para. 10) “Everybody out the back door to the cars!™: an elliptical sentence gives a sense of tension and
urgency of the moment. The full sentence might read: “Everybody go out through the back door and run to
the cars.” XR—AMTEFAYTEA., EFRK, FLMOSH, TSAREDLEBUSH. XM
AL LRER T30, NMEEREMREE S, SHEKNGFHEER, 0 This way, please! 7
XiAFE! Justa minute, please! {HRYZE!
e.g. “Back to the house!” (Para. 11)
“Everybody on the stairs!” (Para. 12)
“You won’t have to.” (Para. 15)
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“Up the stairs—into our bedroom!” {Para. 21)
“Into the television room!” (Para. 22)
(Para. 10) “Count them! Nine!”: elliptical, “Count them! There are nine children!”
(Para. 11) The children went from adult to adult like buckets in a fire brigade.: simile, comparing the
passing of children to the passing of buckets of water in a fire brigade when fighting a fire
(Para. 11) the electrical systems had been killed by water.: The electrical systerns in the car (e.g. the battery
for the starter) had been put out by water (just as the generator in the house was doused).
kill: (American English) to cause (an engine, etc.) to stop
(Para. 12) “Everybody on the stairs!”: elliptical, “Everybody go and sit on the stairs!”
(Para. 15) ...he told her, with outward calm.: When he said this, he appeared calm but was really worried in
his mind.
(Para. 16) ...and his voice lacked its usual gruffness.: The lack of gruffness showed the old man’s sincerity
and solemn feeling, In this critical situation the old couple tenderly expressed their mutual love.
(Para. 17) John watched the water lap at the steps, and felt a crushing guilt.: As John watched the water
inch its way up the steps, he felt a strong sense of guilt because he blamed himself for endangering the whole
family by his wrong decision not to flee inland.
crushing guilt: overwhelming guilt
(Para. 17) “Get us through this mess, will You?”: The capital “Y” in “You” shows that the words were
addressed to God. “Will you” is an informal form of request. Here it indicates a request made out of
desperation. XEH Yousk b7, AR ERR R L%, EEHK pray (1 L¥%#5) —iF, Eik
BREEAT LW, XEMMNECRMAE PRATR, Fo0-U0 TR AT F B B E 1
mess: a state of trouble or difficulty
(Para. 18) A moment later, the hurricane, in one mighty swipe, lifted the entire roof off the house and
skimmed it 40 feet through the air.: personification, the hurricane acting as a very strong person lifting
something heavy and throwing it through the air
1) in one mighty swipe: in a big, hard, sweeping blow
2) skim: to throw so as to cause to bounce swiftly and lightly; it usually refers to a surface—to skim off a
layer, to skim a text (to read superficially).
(Para. 18) the marooned group: a group of people who were helpless and isolated by the storm, unable
to escape
(Para. 19) ...The National Hurricane Center in Miami, Fla.:
1) Miami: Located in Southeast Florida, the city is one of the most famous and popular resorts in the US,
attracting 13 million visitors each year.
2) Fla.: Florida
(Para. 19) In its concentrated breadth of some 70 miles it shot out winds of nearly 200 mph...: The
hurricane was concentrated within a breadth of about 70 miles and in this area the hurricane threw or hurled
out winds that reached nearly 200 mph.
1) mph: miles per hour (/MR EED)
2) mpg: miles per gallon (FIIAZEEH)
3) rpm: revolutions per minute (4 4hEE81)
4) gpm: gallons per minute (G 48H1%%)
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