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The National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (NRICH) is the sole research institute in

Korea that has been responsible for the excavation, investigation, restoration and preservation of

the country’s important tangible and intangible cultural properties since its foundation in 1969.
As a national research institute, it conducts 20 archaeological investigations every year.

Momentous Discoveries in Korean Archaeology (2002~2007) was originally published in 2007 to
introduce important research results of the NRICH to the public and academic circles. The publication
includes the results of investigations of historic sites such as the royal palace of Baekje (F{%), Gaya
tombs, Wanggyeong, the ancient capital ( I 40) of Silla (#i%'). royal tombs of the Goryeo (i)
Dynasty, and Gyeongbokgung, (5:fi{¥7) a royal palace of the Joseon (#l}fif) Dynasty. It is the only
book that covers the accomplishments of Korean archacology over the past 40 years.

The NRICH has published this Chinese edition of Momentous Discoveries in Korean Archacology
(2002~2007) to introduce the latest achievements in archaeological investigations to the public and scholars
in China. We plan to continue publication of Chinese editions of academic materials on Korean archaeology
in the future. It is hoped that this publication will promote archaeological awareness in regard to the two
countries’ history and culture and signal the start of more active academic exchange.

Director-General of the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage Kim Young-Won
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In Korea, there are not very many archaeological books published in Chinese; especially, there
have very few books that introduce recent archaeological results. With rapid globalization, it is
inevitable and necessary to globalize scientific works. Historically, all the ancient civilizations
were not closed and became prosperous with continuous cultural exchange and interaction.
East Asian countries have formed a cultural area, and actually have relics in common with each
other, but at the same time, they have differences. Thus, it is worthwhile to study intercultural
differences.

The Korean archaeology of the 21st century has accomplished remarkable feats not only in
excavation but in studies. The book Momentous Discoveries in Korean Archaeology (2002 ~
2007) introduces many relics and explains them with research findings in order that readers may
take the new fun out of reading. This book deals with productive activities, daily lives, religions
and arts of ancient Korean society by using groundbreaking data, and moreover, explains cultural
exchange and cross-fertilization in ancient East Asian countries.

Ancestors reflected moral culture in material civilization. The new findings in Korean
archaeology are expected to be the living examples of histological studies. Nevertheless, valuable
and useful materials have not been introduced to Chinese due to the barrier of language. This
book is significant in the sense that it has been translated into Chinese.

Professor of Peking University Qi Dong-Fang
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Archaeological Achievements of NRICH, Its Excavations
of Major Korean Sites and Korea-China Exchange

Kim Young-Won (Director-General of NRICH)

1.NRICH and Archaeological Excavations

As the study of human activities and culture through remains and relics, archaecology not
only provides verification of history that could not be confirmed due to the lack of documentary
evidence but also corroborates historical facts handed down in written records. Many
archaeologists have, therefore, worked hard to discover the culture of the ancestors through
excavation of their remains and relics.

Archaeologists’ individual efforts, however, often came up against problems in terms of time
and finances or even scale. Hence the Research Office of Cultural Heritage was established by
the Korean government in order to conduct large-scale and well-organized excavations. It was
reorganized into the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (NRICH ) in 1975.

From 1975 to 2007, the NRICH excavated and investigated the major ruins of ancient Korean
states such as Silla, Gaya ({ifi), Baekje, and Unified Silla, as well as the Goryeo and Joseon
dynasties: (1) Silla: Wanggyeong ( I 57), the ancient capital of Silla (present day Gyeongju);
Weolseong Moat (JIME4 5k i]); the remains of Hwangnamdong (441497i); Hwangnyongsa Temple
site (%% b 5 4ib); Bunhwangsa Temple, Sacheonwangsa Temple site (P4A F 5 hik): the presumed
site of Innyongsa Temple site ({4« { %5 hk); Cheongwansa Temple site (KT ¥ hb): and the
remains of Songokdong ({5 7+ik) and Mulcheollri (Z])1[11); (2) Gaya: tombs of Songhyeondong (#t
WLi): tombs of Naesalli (11111); Tombs, and Seongsan-sansecong (Jk1l1) mountain fortress; (3)
Baekje: Pungnap-toseong (JAL4}) earthen wall fortress; Busosanseong ($%J5) mountain fortress;
the remains of Gwanbungni (77t ), Gungnamji Pond (71 ¥ ilh), the remains of Wanggungni ( I
L), Wangheungsa Temple site (%5 hk). and the tombs of Bogamni (k7 H): (4) Goryeo:
royal tombs of Goryeo in Ganghwado (7112) and Silsangsa (J:41]) Temple; and (5) Joseon:
Gyeongbokgung Palace and Naksansa (i%1l1) Temple. All the above are archaeological sites
symbolic of the history of Korea.

For practical reasons, the NRICH was not able to directly excavate the remains of ancient kingdoms
located in the northern part of the Korean Peninsula and accordingly they are not included in this
book. However, as many relics presumed to be of Chinese origin have been handed down in Korea, an
attempt has been made in this book to compare them with relics excavated on the Korean Peninsula.

2. Excavation of Major Sites from Korea's Ancient Kingdoms to the Joseon Dynasty

Silla is an ancient kingdom that developed out of Saroguk (1f)'i[#), situated in Gyeongju (JK
M), one of the 12 states of the Jinhan (J<4i) confederacy in the southeast part of the Korean
Peninsula. With its early introduction of laws and Buddhism, it laid the groundwork for politics
and thought and thereby established the basic systems of an ancient state. After unifying the
Three Kingdoms, Silla assimilated the cultures of Tang ( ¥) China and the Western regions (/Y
I%) (countries bordering Western China) as well as the cultures of the Goguryeo (fa/mJHN) and



Baekje kingdoms to lay the foundations for its own culture. Buddhism, the spiritual base for the
unification of the Three Kingdoms, further flourished and became deeply rooted in Silla society
and culture.

Large-scale excavations were carried out on various types of sites from Silla and Unified
Silla located in and around Gyeongju. They include Silla’s capital Wanggyeong (I 4%) and
Weolseong Moat (JTI 4/ {nf), the site of buildings in Hwangnamdong (‘&£ ili), temple remains
such as Hwangnyongsa Temple site (it J§ ' 1il-), Bunhwangsa Temple (/5 5L VF), the presumed site
of Innyongsa Temple ({4« { %5 'Fhl), and Cheongwansa Temple site (X F Fhtb), etc., and sites
revealing’ earthenware and charcoal remains from the Three Kingdoms period including Songok-

dong ($#17%1i) and Mulcheolli (Z7)1]1!). The excavations yielded important materials for study of

the organization and size of the Silla capital and the production system and life in those times.

Gaya, situated in the middle and lower reaches of the Nakdonggang River (J4:{1.) [former
territory of the Byeonhan (7-4fi) confederacy], developed into a center for international trade
thanks to the rich iron deposits in the region. In the early period it was centered around the state
of Geumgwan Gaya (2 Tr{lifff) in Gimhae (4:7#), Gyeongsangnam-do Province (LK ¥ifT), and
in the latter period around Daegaya (KAI{F) in Goryeong (#), Gyeongsangbuk-do Province (JK
W1 Jtif). In nature Gaya was an alliance of city-states, which maintained mutual exchange each
other while developing their own individual cultures.

The excavated Gaya sites comprise various types of tombs and mountain fortresses, which
have revealed differing cultural characteristics according to region. Relics assumed to be related
to Silla and Baekje have often been excavated at these sites. In particular, many iron relics such
as horse trappings, weapons, and agricultural tools have been discovered, as expected of a state
known as the “kingdom of iron.” Another notable discovery is a large number of wooden tablets
that served as documents, important relics facilitating study of ancient documentation and
administration.

In the midst of continued conflict between the Three Kingdoms, Baekje, which first flourished
in Han River basin, moved its capital twice, dividing Baekje history into three periods—
Hanseong (7X3%), Ungjin (AE7]) and Sabi (Uilt). During each period, a unique culture developed
in each of the capitals. In the Hanseong period, the Baekje people constructed Pungnap-toseong
(JA44), an earthen wall fortress assumed to have formed a major walled capital, and in the Sabi
period large fortresses and tiled-roof buildings all over Gwanbungni (7]t H). They built roads
and water supply facilities, operated craft workshops and kilns, and created diverse infrastructure
including arable lands, storage facilities, and toilets. With state administration underpinned by
Buddhism, literacy in Chinese characters, a system of weights and measures, and active exchange
with neighboring countries, Baekje succeeded in creating an original and highly sophisticated
culture. The Bogamni ({kf}'l!) tombs in the Yeongsangang River (5£1117])) basin in particular are
regarded as remains essential to uncovering the unique culture of Baekje and its relationship with
Japan.

In the Goryeo Dynasty, in the face of Mongol invasion the court transferred the capital from
Gaegyeong (JF41) to Ganghwado Island (7I.f£5)) and remained there for 39 years. Remains
from the Ganghwado period include a royal palace, a Buddhist temple connected with the royal
family, and royal tombs including Seongneung (fifl fx), Golleung (J11f%), Gareung (%ifx) and a
stone-chamber tomb in Neungnaeri (f% N H!). Excavation of these sites has enabled researchers
to examine the structural features of the tombs and the archetype of Goryeo royal tombs of this
period. Silsangsa (9:4{) Temple, the first Buddhist temple of the Nine Mountain Zen School
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(JLITERT]), known to date to the Unified Silla period, flourished during the Goryeo Dynasty.
Excavations of the temple shed light on the way the layout changed while the influence of the
temple was maintained over a long period of time. Numerous building sites including that of a
wooden pagoda give an idea of how Silsangsa looked in its heyday.

Gyeongbokgung (5:4#7%), one of the five main palaces of the Joseon Dynasty, was first
constructed in 1394, the third year of King Taejo’s ( X fll) reign. Originally called Bukgweol (It
i), meaning “northern palace”, it was destroyed by fire in the Imjin Woeran ( [- 23 L), or the
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, and rebuilt in the Gojong (4% era. It was put through
many trials during the Japanese colonial period (1910~1945), when many of the palace buildings
were demolished and replaced by buildings serving Japan’s colonial rule. One example of such
was the former Japanese Government-General Building. The NRICH conducted excavations
of Gyeongbokgung in its damaged state from 1990 and to 2010 in preparation for its repair and
restoration.

Another important excavation was that carried out on Naksansa (i%111) Temple when plans were
made for its repair and restoration following a big fire in 2005 that destroyed the temple’s main
hall, Wontongbojeon ([t &), and the bronze temple bell. The investigations unearthed a large
number of relics ranging in time from the Unified Silla to Joseon periods, enabling confirmation
of the long history and real appearance of the temple.

3. Present State and Prospects of Korea-China Archaeological Exchange

Korea and China have influenced each other in all aspects such as politics, economics,
society, culture, and military matters due to their geographical contiguity since ancient times.
Many Korean historians have studied Chinese history and researched exchange between the two
countries. Chinese historians have displayed continued interest in Korean history and are taking
part in such studies also.

However, few Korean or Chinese scholars have conducted research on each other’s
archacology. This can be attributed to the nature of archaeology. for contrary to study of
documented history it is based on site excavation as well as analysis and interpretation of the site
and the relics discovered there.

For political reasons, it has been impossible for the two countries to carry out direct exchange
since the mid-20th century. Hence there have been few opportunities over the past several decades
for researchers of the two countries to participate in each other’s excavation projects.

This being the case. it was difficult to expect a noticeable increase in the number of such
researchers even after the establishment of diplomatic ties between Korea and China in 1992.
Since normalization of ties, however, Korean researchers have been going to China to study
Chinese archacology, and at the same time, Chinese researchers are coming to Korea to
participate in excavations or study Korean archeology. Yet it is true that such exchange is still
very much in its infancy.

As indicated by the above, new opportunities are emerging to build mutual understanding
between Korea China, which have a long history of exchange over thousands of years. Presently,
many universities in Korea have established Introduction to Chinese Archacology courses,
through which students can gain a basic understanding in this field. But as the number of Chinese
archaeology scholars in Korea is still small, currently there is no Korean textbook that gives a
macroscopic view of the subject.
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The situation is little different when it comes to the study of Korean archaeology in China, where textbooks or
courses giving an introduction to Korean archacology are still rare.

It was this tenuous archacological exchange between Korea and China that motivated the NRICH, the
representative research institute of Korean cultural heritage, to publish a book on the results of past excavation
projects. It is highly regretted that the remains of Korea’s ancient kingdoms located in the northern part of the
Korean Peninsula could not be directly excavated and were therefore not included in this book, as mentioned
above.

Publication of the Chinese edition of this book introducing the achievements of Korean archaeology is just
the beginning. It is our hope that this book will provide a good a basic introduction to Korean archaeology for
Chinese readers and stimulate greater interest among Chinese scholars.

In addition, the NRICH is preparing further publication of archaeological research results in the Chinese
language. While Korea-China archaeological exchange is still in its early stages, it is anticipated that publication
of this book in Chinese will promote greater interaction between the two countries in this field.
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