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Preface

The international conference “Scientific Inquiry and Human Well-being: Impro-
ving Science Spirits and Building Harmony Society,” sponsored by the Center for In-
quiry-Transnational ( CFI-T) and China Research Institute for Science Popularization
( CRISP, CFI-China), was held in Beijing, October 13-15, 2007. The topics of this
conference coincided with the modern pulse and provided a good platform for scientists
and scholars from all over the world.

Nowadays, the importance of science and technology is being realized more and
more deeply by countries and organizations in the world. Not only is the positive con-
tributions of science and technology to global harmonious development and human
well-being highly valued, but there is also recognition of negative impacts of science
and technology on the environment, weather, energy, ethics, and other possible new
problems confronting humanity. Those problems are national, and even more, inter-
national. And some of them still remain controversial in a broad sense. The purpose
of this conference was to deepen our understanding and comprehension, seek common
ground while reserving differences, and the enhancing of consensus to the greatest ex-
tent possible.

Science communication and science popularization are important approaches to
promote the public understanding of science and to enhance scientific literacy. They
are also the basis for the realization of the harmonious development between human
beings and nature, and for environmentally friendly and sustainable development. For
these reasons, China and other countries and organizations have made great efforts in
doing their best to achieve positive effects.

Inquiry is an eternal theme of human society. With continued cooperation of
CRISP, CFI-China, and CFI-T in the near future, we hope to contribute to human

prosperity and achievement.

(e /K

Founder and Chair Emeritus for CFI
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