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CHAMPOLLION MUSEUM
— SCRIPTS OF THE WORLD

BB REYE—HTNFRS

M Architect: Moatti-Riviere

#h &= Location: Figeac

5 T BHH#J Completion Date: 2007
&% T Photographer: Luc Boegly (pp.8-9),

Matthieu Deville (pp.10-13)
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The Champollion Museum is housed in
four Medieval buildings in the protected
sector of Figeac’s town centre, one
being the birthplace of Champollion, the
decipherer of Egyptian hieroglyphics. On
its main facade, the arcades partly date
back to the 12" century while the upper
floors are 18"-century. Covering 1,400m?,
the museum is composed of a main space
displaying the permanent collections,
with a temporary exhibition room and
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an educational workshop situated in
independent buildings nearby.

In Moatti et Riviére’s renovation, the
buildings have been totally restructured
to free the museography of all constraints
and to open up large visual perspectives.
The beams of the new concrete floors are
hung from the old fagade using metallic
struts. These also compose the structure
of the loggias and the sun terraces, whose



metallic trellis floors allow one to walk in
the space between the two facades.

The existing outer fagade has been
renovated and ensures the urban
continuity with the houses of the town.
The second fagade, set back around 1m,
is made up of 48 glass panels averaging
3.5m by 1.2m. A 0.5-micron copper leaf cut
into 14cm x 14cm panels was laid by hand
on a polymer film. Each letter was hand-
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cut out of the copper. The layered glass
contains the copper polymer film between
two sheets of PVB. The layers of glass
and the different films are combined using
a chemical process. This glass was then
assembled with a sheet of 8mm safety
glass to form a traditional double glazing.
The Champollion Museum’s aim was to
bring the work of artisans together with an
industrial process, and the facade conveys
the imagination and beauty of the letters to
give the project its identity.
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The permanent exhibition takes one
through seven distinct rooms over four
levels. Each room has a thematic unity
conveyed by a single colour — black, red
orange, blue, ivory — that links the floor,
the ceiling and the painted signage on the
glass cabinets and the information panels.
It allows one to focus on the artefacts in a
setting of peaceful unity.

1. Scripts of the Mediterranean room
2. Exterior facade

3. The “soleilo”, a typical feature of the
region's architecture

4. Master plan

5. The fagade of a thousand letters, a
play of shadows and light

6. Ground floor plan

7. Typical floor plan

1. B EEAIXFE

2. SMIH

3. X B R — DS EEFHE — soleilo

4. BAHNE
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6. —HEFEE
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. Waiting/meeting area

. Reception

. Ticket desk

. Champollion room — permanent exhibition
Scripts room — temporary exhibitions
Gallery
Educational workshop
Béteille Café
Loggia

0. Permanent exhibition room
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8. Scripts of the Mediterranean room
9&13. The palimpsest of the two fagades
10. Fagade of a thousand letters

11-12. Cross sections
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COMIC BOOK MUSEUM
B E YR

BB Architect: Bodin & Associés

# & Location: Angouléme

52 T H# Completion Date: 2009
&% )% Photographer: Enrico Bartolucci
(except n°2), Magelis (n"2)
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The Comic Book Museum in Angouléme
opened its doors in June 2009, in a
series of old wine warehouses beside the
Charente. Entirely renovated and enlarged
with a new space of 5,000m?, it hosts the
prestigious permanent collection for which
Angouléme is known around the world. One
of the major languages of popular art, in the
most profound sense of the term, needed to
be exhibited, and this called for a museum
of contemporary art, no less.

A vast space, clearly lit but respectful of
the works, welcomes the visitor at street

level to wander among the collections. Its
curved route follows the history of the comic
book and its major exponents. Through
these sinuous presentation areas, the
comic book takes on life, presence and
sense. Exhibition cabinets at a height that
is accessible for all visitors show books,
plates and documents marking the great
moments and major trends through which
this art made its mark on contemporary
culture.

Installing itself in the new spaces, the Comic
Book Museum has reorganised the whole




of its permanent collections over a space of
around 1,300m* With a sober and elegant
design that shows the original works to their
best effect, the new itinerary is organised
in four sections: the first part is devoted to
the history of the comic book in the French-
speaking world, America and Japan; next
“the workshop” is devoted to the different
techniques and stages in the creation of
a comic strip; “the salon” presents the
aesthetic of the comic book; and finally “the
gallery” presents thematic exhibitions linked
to current events.
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