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Passage 1

Do you like to learn about what is in the world around you?
Do you often notice things that your friends don’ notice? When
you become interested in something, do you ask people about it
and read books about it? Do you sometimes do experiments to
find answers? If so, then you think in much the same way that a
scientist thinks.

In school and at home you will no doubt read about scientific
discoveries. In school you may be asked to give oral' reports on
what you have read, or you may be required to carry out experi-
ments. If you are to do such work successfully, you must be-
come a better reader in the field of science.

Are there any good ways to help you read science then?
Let’s consider each of the four rules that you should follow.

1. KEEP YOUR MIND ON WHAT YOU ARE READ-
ING. Surely no one can successfully read a science article or a
science textbook and think of other things. You should always
keep your mind on what you are doing. Many a car has run
through a stop light because a careless driver was thinking of
something besides his driving. Many a word is misspelled be-
cause the one who wrote it was thinking of something besides
spelling . The same thing is true of reading . If you think of no -
thing else while you are reading, you will become a better read-

o] .
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2. KNOW WHY YOU READ. The chapter titles and the
center heads in science texts are usually worded in such a way
that they arouse your curiosity and make you want to read. They
often tell you what you are going to read about and why you
should read. The questions sometimes found at the beginnings of
the chapters guide you toward the information you want. Know-
ing why you read will help you become a better reader in science.

3. KNOW THE MEANING AND THE PRONUNCIA-
TION OF EVERY WORD. One unknown word can keep you
from understanding what you read. Mispronounced words can
keep you from making a good oral report. Through the use of

context’clues®, word structure rules, and the glossary* in your

science book you can discover the meaning and the pronunciation
of most words in the text. If a word is not in the glosssary, use
the dictionary. ) b

4. FIT YOUR SPEED TO YOUR NEEDS. To get all the
important iqformation from your science book, you must read
slowly and carefully. Directions for experiments demand espe-
cially careful reading. If you misread them, the experiment may

fail, and you may reach wrong conclusions.

Notes:

.

oral /'>ral/ a. 13k

. context /'kontekst/ n. [ F3C
. clue /klu:/ n. &R

. glossary /'glosori/ n. V.3
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Multiple-choice exercise:

1. The first paragraph tells of all of the following fine qualities

of a scientist except -

A. curiosity

B./ self-confidence

C. powerful observation

D. an eager desire for knowledge

2. According to the passage, helps you most to read a

science book successfully.

A. fitting your reading speed to your needs

Meeping your mind on what you are reading

{3}/ reading titles and sideheads carefully

D. knowing how to discover the meaning of unknown words.

3. Which of the following may pot keep you from understanding
what yc;u- read? :
‘A/Careless reading.

\\%»Unknown words.
C. Mispronounced words.
D. Misreading titles and center heads.

4. If a word that has one more meaning keeps you from under-
standing what you read, you had better decide which meaning
the word has through the use of

_\9( a dictionary

~ B. pronunciation

\_9. context clues

R.word structure rules

5. This passage is about how to



A. make scientific discoveries
B. carry out experiments
C/ read science books or science articles

D. get important information from books



Passage 2

The Coca-Cola company made the first cola drinks more
than a hundred years ago. Companies now sell millions of bottles
and cans of Coca-Cola, Pepsi-Cola, and other colas every day.
The cola flavor! in the drinks comes from the Cilii or kola nut.

These nuts grow on trees in the hottest parts of the earth. Kola

nuts have caffeine? in them. Coffee, tea, and chocolate have caf-

feine, too. Caffeine makes some people feel nervous. Now there
are also cola drinks without caffeine. ’
Cola and other soft drinks have carbon dioxide (CO,) in the

water. This gas makes bubbles®. There is also a lot of sugar in

these drinks. Some soft drinks have no sugar but artificial
sweetener. It is possible that these artificial sweeteners are

harmful to the body.

Notes:

1. flavor /'fleiva/ n. Bf

2. caffeine /'kaefin/ n. WNHER
3. bubble /'babl/ n. K, K
4. artificial /,a:ti'fifal/ a. A&

Multiple-choice exercise :

1. The Coca-Cola company started to make cola‘ drinks



A. in the eighteenth century
B. in the twentieth century
C. in the early part of the nineteenth century

D. in the latter part of the nineteenth century.

. The cola flavor in colas comes from the of a certain

.

plant.

A. fruit

B. flower \

C. stem

D. root

It is possible that are harmful to people.

A. caffeine and sweeteners

B. water and caffeine

C. sweeteners, sugar and water

D. carbon dioxde and water

Which of the following statements is not true?

A. Soft drinks are usually sweet.

B. Now Coca-Cola is very popular in the world.

C. Coffee, tea and chocolate are not soft drinks because they
have caffeine.

D. Not all cola drinks have caffeine.

. A sweetener is .

A. nothing but sugar

B. something that gives the sweet taste
C. anything sweet
D.

made from sugar



Passage 3

As a new student at New York University, I was astonished
at the $300 textbook bill. My roommate, a streetwise New
Yorker, took note. “You want to save a lot of money, don’t
you?” he said, “I'll tell you what to do. Find a couple of upper-
classmen who took the classes last year and then make a deal. ”

I spent the next two days going around the campus' and
hanging out with the upperclass students. To my surprise, I was
able to get all my books for only $125. As I’'m from Illinois, I
thought I had been not only active but pretty slick®.

When 1 thanked my roommate, I saw that his shelf was still
empty. “Hey, classes start tomorrow,” I said. “Aren’t you go-
ing to buy any books?”

“What for?” he replied. “I’ll just use yours.”

Notes :

1. campus /'keempas/ n. ¥
2. slick /slik/ a. HLRKY

Multiple-choice exercise:

1. “My roommate, a streetwise New Yorker, took note.” In
this sentence, “took note” means

A. noticed



B.
Cs
D.

=
made a note
wrote a letter

counted money

. Which of the following statements is not true?

A.

B.

C.

D.

The writer thought that he was smart.

The writer was proud of being from Illinois.

The writer was glad that he had successfully made a deal
with the upperclass students. ]

As expected, the writer was able to get all his books for
only $125.

. The writer was probably from

A.
B.
C.
D.

the countryside
a big city
a small town

a foreign country

. The writer’s roommate was anything but

A.
B.
C.
D.

a streetwise New Yorter
a slick fellow
a kind and honest man

a new college student

. It seems the young New Yorker his roommate.

A. laughed at

B.
C.
D.

had a joke with
made fun of

made good use of



